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The  next  meeting  of  the  Seniors  will  be  held  at  the  Center  on 
lednesday,  February  26th  at  1  p.m.  The  entertainment  of  the 
ifternoon  will  be  a  lecture  and  slides  by  Lillian  Lund  Files, 
Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds." 

Mrs.  Files  is  a  Past  President  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bluebird 
iociety  and  a  Past  President  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
inri etv.  A  uerv  interestina  afternoon  is  in  store  for  all  who  come. 


Thank  You,  Volunteers 


been  immediate  past  president  Lillian 
Files,  of  Tyngsboro,  MA,  who  promoted 
NABS  by  getting  mention  in  the  na¬ 
tional  newspaper  GRIT,  and  recom¬ 
mended  Founder  Larry  Zeleny  for  an 
award  from  the  Sol  Feinstone  Founda¬ 
tion  (results  will  be  announced  in 
Spring  of  ’86).  President  Sadie  Dorber, 
from  Vestal,  NY,  uses  her  good  offices 
to  obtain  much  recognition  for  the 
Society  in  New  York  State,  where  the 
official  state  bird  is  the  Eastern  Blue¬ 
bird.  Sadie  was  also  able  to  obtain 
some  much-needed  funding  for  the 
popular  brochure,  “Where  Have  All  The 
Bluebirds  Gone?”  from  the  state’s 
“Return  a  Gift  to  Wildlife”  Fund.  Re¬ 
cording  Secretary  Mark  Raabe  and  his 
wife,  Jean,  devised  and  installed  a 
beautiful  display  at  Antietam  National 
Battlefield  in  central  Maryland.  The 
display  outlined  their  bluebird  trail  and 
showed  the  public  why  it  is  common-i 
place  to  see  the  beautiful  bluebirds  fly¬ 
ing  around  the  now-peaceful  country¬ 
side  where  an  historic  battle  tookj 
place  many  years  ago.  ■ 


As  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society  marks  the  closing  of  its  eighth 
year,  signs  abound  that  the  bluebirds 
are  on  the  increase  almost  everywhere 
in  North  America.  Bluebirders  all  can 
breathe  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving.  When 
NABS  came  on  the  scene  in  1978,  there 
were  isolated  individuals  and  some 
small  groups  actively  engaged  in  blue¬ 
bird  conservation 


in  the  mid- 
leighties,  it  can  be  said  that  millions 
have  read  or  heard  of  the  plight  of  the 
bluebird,  tens  of  thousands  have  put 
up  nesting  boxes,  and  thousands  have 
supported  NABS  by  joining  the  ranks 
of  its  members. 

Speakers’  Bureau  volunteers  give 
freely  of  their  time  showing  the  NABS 
slide  program  to  audiences  many 
times  throughout  the  year.  We  hope 
all  of  these  speakers  will  tell  us  of  their 
efforts  so  that  proper  recognition  can 
be  given  them.  There  are  numerous 
trail  operators  who  have  taken  these 
messages  to  heart 


Where  nesting 
boxes  have  been  put  out  and  moni¬ 
tored 


bluebirds  have  flourished.  In 
general,  when  the  bluebird  population 
these  lovely  creatures 


I  is  numerous 

I  have  stimulated  even  more  interest  by 
I  those  who  see  them,  perhaps  for  the 
I  first  time.  When  people  see  bluebirds, 
they  are  usually  inspired  to  act  in  favor 
of  preserving  them.  Very  often,  these 
people  find  NABS  and  are  welcomed. 
So,  THANK  YOU,  speakers  and  trail! 
operators!  Don’t  forget  to  keep  in 
touch. 

The  Society  serves  the  public,  and  I 
is,  in  turn,  served  by  a  dedicated  group  I 
of  individuals  who  make  up  its  pastl 
and  present  group  of  officers,  board  I 
committee  chairmen,  and  I 


members 

committee  members.  These  individuals 
(whose  names  are  listed  on  the  inside 
front  cover  of  each  volume  of  Sialia) 
search  for  funding  for  research  and 
education,  guide  the  internal  workings 
of  the  Society,  and  cope  with  attending 
far-flung  meetings,  all  at  little  or  no 
compensation  to  themselves.  They 
also  serve  as  local  eyes  and  ears  of 
this  international  organization.  Espec¬ 
ially  remarkable  this  past  year  has 


Executive  Director  Mary  Janetatos  and 
Founder  Larry  Zeleny. 

_  Sialia,  Winter  1986 
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Presidential  Points 

Sadie  Dorber 

The  New  York  State  Outdoor  Educa¬ 
tion  Association  holds  its  annual  meeting 
each  Columbus  Day  Weekend.  Teachers, 
nature  center  staffs,  or  people  wanting  to 
learn  a  little  more  about  nature  make  up  the 
majority  of  the  large  group  attending. 

This  year’s  location  was  in  Warrens- 
burg,  NY,  along  the  scenic  Schroon  River. 
With  three  of  us  packing  warm  clothes, 
rain  slickers,  boots,  etc.,  my  Honda  was 
nearly  overflowing. 

The  day  was  warm  and  sunny  and  we 
were  soon  to  learn  as  we  traveled  north, 
that  the  brilliant  autumn  leaf  color  was  at 
its  peak.  Each  rolling  mountain  seemed 
lovelier  than  the  previous  one. 

•  |  presented  a  workshop  on  bluebirds 

and  other  cavity  nesters,  but  the  remaining 
time  was  free  for  me  to  attend  the  work¬ 
shops  of  my  choice.  This  decision  was  a 
difficult  one,  since  the  variety  and  number 
of  topics  offered  were  numerous.  One  of 
special  interest  to  me  was  the  workshop  on 
bird  behavior  presented  by  Don  and  Lillian 
Stokes.  The  Stokes’  are  known  for  their 
field  guides  and  books  pertaining  to  bird 
behavior.  They  are  now  studying  bluebird 
behavior  for  a  future  book  and  spent  time 
during  the  summer  observing  Past  Presi- 
.dent  Lil  Files’  bluebirds. 

The  activities  of  fall  seemed  to  have 
slowed  a  little,  but,  as  I  write  this,  my  feed¬ 
ers  are  full  of  Evening  Grosbeaks.  I  wonder 
to  myself  if  this  means  we’ll  have  many  of 
the  northern  birds  in  our  area  for  the  win¬ 
ter?  If  so,  all  of  us  who  are  licensed  bird 
banders  will,  no  doubt,  be  very  busy  and 
find  that  winter  passes  quickly.  ■ 

Sialia,  Winter  19861 
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The  Danbury  Mint  hereby  attests  that 
M.  LILLIAN  FILES 


is  a  registered  owner  of  BLUEBIRD,  the  first  figurine  ever  created  by  the 
world's  foremost  living  bird  artist,  Roger  Tory  Peterson. 


BLUEBIRD  is  a  Danbury  Mint  exclusive. 
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Serial  Number 
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RoyS.Vfeil,  Directolj 


The  Danbury  Mint 
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March  4 


Sunday.  Ski  on  groomed  trails  at  Mt.  Wachusett. 

Meet  at  the  Old  Town  Hall  Restaurant  in  Westminster  at  8:30 
for  breakfast,  or  meet  at  Mr.  Wachusett  at  9:30.  Bring 
lunch.  Call  Lillian  Files  at  692-2520  or  Sheila  Carman  at 

448-5028. 

Tuesday.  Free  lecture  and  slide  program  "Bring  Back  the 
B 1 ueb irds, "given  by  Lillin  Files  at  the  Carriage  House  < 
the  Adams  Library  in  Chelmsford  Center.  7:30pm  Call 
Lillian  Files  at  692-25 2J)_ 


Bicentenary  of  the  birth  of 
J.J.  Audubon  1785-1985 
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BERMUDA  $1-50 


TGBO-Jean  Buermeyer  of  Harvard,  a 
I  well-known  photographer,  lecturer,  and 
teacher  whose  works  have  appeared  in 
many  books  and  journals,  will  present 
“Island  Hopping”  at  the  Wednesday, 
March  6,  meeting  of  the  Tyngsborough 
Bird  Society.  Her  color  slide  presentation 
set  to  music  will  explore  four  islands  off 
the  coast  of  Maine  -  Mount  Desert 
Island,  Machias  Seal  Island,  Mohegan 
I  Island,  and  Isle  an  Hauti.  Also  included 
in  'the  program  is  Lake  Superior’s  Isle 
Royale  National  Park.  Her  presentation 


TGBO-The  April  3  meeting  of  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  will  focus  on 
two  species  of  bird  that  have  experienced 
positive  and  negative  effects  of  human 
contact.  Conservation  efforts  have 
resulted  in  increases  of  the  dwindling 
populations  of  loons  and  bluebirds.  The 
bird  club  will  present  two  programs  by 
Walter  Berlet  of  Jackson,  Michigan, 
Legacy  for  a  Loon  and  Bluebirds  -  Bring 
them  Back. 

Berlet  is  one  of  the  country’s  finest 
wildlife  cinematographers.  Over  30  years 
of  filming  experience  in  various  corners 
of  the  world  has  produced  a  unique  quali¬ 
ty  that  could  best  be  labeled  “intimacy,” 
meaning  viewers  get  a  feeling  of  actually 
sharing  the  animal’s  life.  You’ll  love 
sharing  the  lives  of  these  two  most 
popular  birds  -  the  loons  and  the 
'bluebirds. 

All  Welcome 

The  program  will  start  at  7:30  pm  in 


the  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  on 
Route  113  in  Dunstable  Center  just  5 
minutes  from  Route  3.  Refreshments  are 
served.  The  public  is  cordially  invited  to 
attend. 

Bird  Walk  Apr.  5 

The  club’s  birdwalk  leader  Bill  Harris 
has  scheduled  an  excursion  on  April  5  to 
the  state’s  newest  park  in  Newbury.  This 
is  a  large  and  beautiful  tract  of  land  with 
buildings  along  the  Merrimack  River.  We 
will  picnic  here  and  then  drive  the  length 
of  Turkey  Hill  Road  passing  by  Ar¬ 
tichoke  Reservoir  and  the  “Common 
Pastures”  of  Newbury.  If  time  permits 
we  will  bird  the  “Salt  Pans”  and  the 
“Kettle  Hole”.  We  should  see  the  early 
beginnings  of  Spring  migration. 

All  birdwalks  start  at  the  Caldor  park¬ 
ing  lot  in  Chelmsford  by  Route  3  at  8  am. 
Bring  lunch,  binoculars,  and  dress  for  the 
season.  □ 


will  include  coastal  scenes,  inland  ponds, 
mountain  scenes,  wildflowers  and 
seabirds.  Jean  gave  us  a  wonderful  pro¬ 
gram  last  year  on  New  England 
wildflowers. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
Dunstable  Congregational  Church  on 
Route  113  in  Dunstable  center,  just  5 
minutes  from  Route  3.  It  will  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  The  public  is  welcome  to  at¬ 
tend.  Refreshments  will  be  served  follow¬ 
ing  the  program. 

Birdwalk  March  8 

Bill  Harris,  the  club’s  birdwalk  leader, 
has  planned  an  excursion  to  Salisbury, 
Newburyport,  and  Plum  Island  on 
March  8.  You  are  invited  to  join  him  and 
his  wife  May  to  look  for  eagles,  wintering 
hawks  and  owls,  as  well  as  wintering  sea 
ducks  in  the  eddies  of  Newburyport  Har¬ 
bor.  All  birdwalks  start  at  the  Caldor 
parking  lot  at  Drum  Hill  in  Chelmsford 
at  8  a.m.  Meet  at  the  far  corner  overlook¬ 
ing  Route  3.  Bring  binoculars,  lunch,  and 
dress  for  the  season.  □ 


[CONCORD  JOURNAL! 

Bring  back  thi 
bluebirds  is  the  special 
program  at  .Drumlin 
Farm  Sunday,  April  6. 
This  slide/lecture  pro¬ 
gram  has  excellent  photo¬ 
graphs  of  these  rarely 
seen  birds. 

The  program  will  be 

I  held  at  2:30  p.m.  and  is 
free  after  the  admission 
fee. 

Drumlin  Farm,  located 
3n  South  Great  Road, 
(Lincoln,  is  open  Tuesday 
through  Sunday,  9  a.m. -5 
p.m.  Admission  is  $3 
adults,  $1.50  for  children 
age  3-15.  Call  259-9807 
for  more  information. 


BBS  SPEECH 


'25.3. 


Thank  you  very  much.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  here  today.  And  according 
to  a  lot  of  doctors,  it’s  a  bit  of  a  miracle  that  I  am  here  today. 

It  has  afforded  me  grat  pleasure,  throughout  my  hospitalization,  to  receive 
so  many  cards  and  letters  and  good  wishes  from  Bluebirfers,  as  well  as  many 
qood  reports  on  increased  sightings  of  bluebirds.  Their  population  has  def- 
inetely  increased  over  the  last  couple  of  years.  The  credit  must  go  to  all 
of  you  here,  and  everyone  who  has  lent  a  hand  by  helping  our  little  friends 
find  a  home’ In  particular,  I  should  mention  Roz  Collins,  Tim  Jenkins,  David 
Wingafe^aTtual ly,  there  is  a  long  list.  .1  might  have  to  make  a  documentary 

about  it.  . 

And  speaking  of  documentaries,  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to 

yhe  fact  that  Rheimar  and  Welidi  Fiedler  produc-ed  this  film  absolutely  free 
of  charge,  when  their  fledgling  video  Documentary  Services  was  barely  off 
the  ground.  I  used  to  drag  them  out  of  bed  on  the  weekends,  to  come  film 
various  emergency  situations;  I  would  have  to  explain  that  we  were  on  a 
mission  from  God.  Even  his  newlywed  housegeusts  found  themselves  roused  fror 
their  honeymoon  bed  to  come  help  film  fledglings  leaving  their  box  for  the 
very  first  time. 

Then  I  would  invite  some  of  my  mates  to  stop  round  for  abeer.  No 
sooner  had  they  knocked  on  my  door  than  a  hammer  would  appear  miraculously 
in  their  hand.  "Come  on  lads,"  Iwould  say.  Its  a  box  building  party.  A 
lot  of  my  friends  grew  to  love  carpentry,  and  some  of  our  best  boxes,  built 
on  a  morning  after,  were  christened  with  affection,  and  known  as  ’Hangover 
specials’  The  various  neighbors  who  found  themselves  subjected  to  the  un¬ 
warranted  weekend  din,  where  the  buzz  of  the  electris  saw  provided  unique 
harmony,  the  continuos  bang  of  the  hammer  provided  scintillating  rhvtm  an 
beat,  and  the  odd  cussing  added  colour;  well,  these  neighbors  really  truly 
learned  to  love  bluebirds,  as  we  all  love  the  peace  and  harmony  they  stand 

for . 

I  must  of  course,  mention  the  support  we  Rallied  on  the  diplomatic 
front.  I  mean,  I  thought  getting  Lady  Dunrossi 1  to  become  our  patron  was  a 
real  coup  de  grace.  The  office  I  used  to  work  in  really  appreciated  it  when 
I  would  get  a  call  from  Gument  House  and  have  to  excuse  myself  from  a  meeti 
because  some  sparrows  were  trying  to  invade  some  nesting  bluebirds.  And, 
excuse  me,  but  there  was  no  way  the  dump  could  be  relocated  around  here, 
because  it  was  now  a  bluebird  sanctuary,  and  therefor  on  a  mission  from  God 

And  I  am  very  pleased  that  we  are  now  a  registered  charity.  American  compan 
can  now  write  off  their  contributions.  and  we  can  beC0me  a  real  tax  shelter 
Tim  Jenkind  is  working  on  establishinb  the  Bluebird  Bank  of  Bermuda. 

The  main  objective  of  the  BDA  Bluebird  Society  is  to  make  this  isla 
one  vast  trail  of  bluebird  boxes.  We  must  fight  those  pesky  sparrows  and 
starlings.  We  want  to  see  bluebirds,  we  want  to  hear  them  singing.  ^ncj  lots 

of  schools  are  now  educating  children  about  the  plight  of  the  Bluey,  and 
are  conducting  woodwork  classes,  building  bluebird  condos.  Lets  hope  these 
are  the  only  houses  to  go  up  in  our  fast  dwindling  open  spaces! 


Thank  you  all  very 


much  for  your  support,  and  coming  here  today 


J 
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CHELMSFORD  PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 

PRESENTS 

"  BRING  BACK  the  BLUEBIRDS 

One  hour  lecture  slide  program  on  Bluebirds 


with  LILLIAN  FILES 


'/ 


Tuesday 
March  4,  1986 


7*  30  PM 


Lil  Files,  Past  President  of  the  North  American  Blu¬ 
ebird  Society  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  has 
been  lecturing  on  Bluebirds  for  many  years  through¬ 
out  New  England.  She  maintains  and  monitors  an 
extensive  Bluebird  Trail  and  has  had  Bluebirds 
on  her  own  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  over  45  years. 


FREE 

info: 

256  5521 


Carriage  House  Adams  Library 

Chelmsford  Center 
PUBLIC  WELCOME 


BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBI RDS 


How  many  of  us  have  seen  a  bluebird  recently? 

The  great  majority  of  young  people  today  have 
never  seen  a  bluebird.  Yet  50  years  ago, 
bluebirds  were  among  the  commonest  songbirds 
in  America. 

Bluebirds  are  an  asset  to  farmers  and  gardeners 
because  their  diet  consists  almost  entirely  of 
insects  in  the  spring  and  summer.  In  the  late 
fall  and  winter  they  live  largely  on  wild  berries, 
They  almost  never  damage  cultivated  crops  such 
as  berries,  fruits,  grains,  and  vegetables. 

The  eastern  bluebird  population  may  have  plum¬ 
meted  as  much  as  90%  due  to  shortage  of  natural 
cavities  for  nesting,  competition  from  house 
sparrows  and  starlings,  and  pesticides.  What 
is  needed  is  a  widespread  effort  to  help  the 
bluebird  in  its  struggles  and  an  easy  way  to 
help  is  to  provide  nesting  sites. 

Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds"  is  a  one  hour  slide 
program  on  Bluebirds  presented  by  Lillian  Lund 
Files  of  Windswept  Acres  in  Tyngsboro. 

Iri1,,  PaSt  President  of  the  North  American 

hoo  i?lrd  ?OCiety  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
has  been  lecturing  on  Bluebirds  for  many  years 
throughout  New  England.  She  maintains  and 
monitors  an  extensive  Bluebird  Trail  and  has 

for  nv^rbi?dS  °n  hGr  °Wn  Pr°Perty  in  Tyngsboro 
for  over  45  years. 

Her  slide  program  will  explain  the  Bluebirds' 

A  g°od  fffective  Bluebird  Conservation. 

A  pair  of  mounted  Bluebirds,  nest,  eggs,  nesting 
boxes,  books  and  pamphlets  will  be  displayed. 

This  program  will  be  presented  at  the  Adams 

Cente^yonnTthe^Carriage  House»  in  Chelmsford 
Center  on  Tuesday,  March  4th  at  7:30  P.M. 

usually  this  program  is  given  once  every  2 
years.  So  if  you  are  interested  in  learning 
thH  rib?Ut  hju  bluebirds  please  make  note  of 
at  no  charge  Pr°gram  1S  °pen  tC  the  public 


: 


4  • 
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Bluebird  slide  show 

Slide  show  on  bluebirds  Lillian  Files  of  Tyngsboro, 

past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  will 
present  a  slide-lecture  on  the 
preservation  of  the  bluebird  on 
Tuesday,  March  4,  at  7:30  p.m.,  in 
the  Carriage  House  of  the 
Adams  Library,  Chelmsford 
center. 

A  pair  of  mounted  bluebirds, 
nest,  eggs,  nesting  boxes,  and 
other  materials  will  be  on  dis¬ 
play.  Files  will  explain  the 
bluebirds’  plight  due  to  lack  of 
breeding  places,  and  how  area 
residents  can  build  appropriate 
bluebird  boxes  to  meet  this 
need. 

Interested  persons  are  in- 1 
Ivited  to  attend  free  of  charge. 


LMSRORi)  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
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March  7,  1986 


Dear  Lillian, 


Thank  you  very  much  for  the  interesting 
Bluebird  program  you  offered  here  at  the 
Library  this  week.  Your  slides,  your  display 
and  your  enthusiasm  have  done  much  to  encourage 
others  in  nature  appreciation  and  concern  for 
the  plight  of  the  bluebird. 

I  am  really  happy  to  have  met  you. 
Sincerely , 


IVerimontLe^f 


Bring  Back  The  Bluebirds 

Lecture  Slide  Program  on  Bluebirds 

By 

Lil  Files  -  Windswept  Acres, 
Tyingsboro,  Mass.  01879 
Past  President 
of  North  American 
Bluebird  Society 


Federated  Garden  Clubs  of  Vermont,  Inc. 
Member,  National  Council  of 
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DRUMLIN  FARM 


617-259-9807 
617-259-9005  (1-4  p.m.J 

Lincoln 


SUNDAY  AFTERNOON  FAMILY 
1  PROGRAMS — 2:30  p.m.  Locations! 

I  posted  at  admission  window. 

\Apr.  6 — BRING  BACK  THE 
1  BLUEBIRD.  A  slide-lecture 
| on  this  rarely  seen  bird. 
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■BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS  -  This  s I i de/ lecture 
program  has  excellent  photographs  of  these  rarely 
seen  birds.  Lillian  Files,  board  member  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society,  will  explore  the 
bluebird's  plight  and  what  can  be  done  to  help 
this  native  bird. 

A  HISTORY  OF  DRUMLIN  FARM 

The  farm  is  named  for  the  drumlin,  a  domed  hill  formed 
by  a  glacier,  that  is  located  southwest  of  the  Nature 
Center. 

Beginning  in  1905,  Donald  and  Louise  Gordon  purchased 
five  small,  adjacent  farms  to  make  a  175  acre  estate. 

They  operated  a  portion  of  their  estate  as  a  working 
farm  where  invited  children  and  adults  learned  about 
how  farms  functioned. 

Gratified  by  the  enthusiastic  response  of  her  guests,  Mrs 
Louise  Ayer  Hatheway  (the  former  Mrs.  Gordon)  donated 
her  estate  to  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  in  1955. 

The  estate  became  Drumlin  Farm  and  the  headquarters 
o  f  the  Society.  ‘ 

Since  1955,  thousands  of  people  have  visited  the  farm  eacl 
year.  In  1971,  the  U.S.  department  of  the  Interior 
designated  Drumlin  Farm  as  a  National  Environmental 
Education  Landmark  in  recognition  of  its  outstanding 
programs  and  facilities.  In  1980,  the  large  red  bam  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  A  new  bam  replaced  the  old  structure. 
Today  Drumlin  Farm  sponsors  classes  in  Farm  Life  and 
Natuml  Science,  School  Tours,  a  Traveling  Ark  Program 
and  A  Summer  Day  Camp. 


BLUEBIRDS  IN  BACKYARDS 

We  celebrate  the  beautiful  bluebird  as  a  symbol  of  hope  and 
happiness.  Since  the  colonial  times,  the  "blue  robin"  has  been 
one  of  our  most  popular  birds.  However,  these  birds  are  in 
jeopardy,  primarily  because  they  cannot  find  enough  places  to 
breed  successfully.  They  are  among  our  relatively  few  cavity- 

i  n.®stm.g  b,rds'  birds  that  insist  on  nesting  in  either  natural  or  ar¬ 
tificial  enclosures.  Our  instructor  will  explain  the  bluebird 
dilemma  and  will  discuss  with  slides  how  to  initiate  effective 
bluebird  conservation.  A  field  trip  to  the  instructor's  property 
will  demonstrate  proper  bluebird  habitat  and  its  nesting  re- 
teremLents.  We  hope  to  view  a  nesting  pair  in  her  backyard. 
Other  birds  likely  to  be  observed  at  her  five  acres  include 
Great  Blue  Heron,  Oriole,  Evening  Grosbeak,  and  Scarlet 
Tanager.  (Bring  lunch,  if  you  wish.)  Limited  to  20. 

Instructor:  Lil  Files,  past  president  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
and  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society;  she  has  had 
bluebirds  on  her  property  for  over  45  years  in  Tyngsboro. 
Sessions:  Tuesday  evening  lecture  April  22,  7:30-9  p.m.  and 
iSunday,  April  27,  8:30-11:30  a  m.  (Raindate:  May  4) 

| Fee:  $13  members/$1 7  —  non-members. 
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The  Bluebird  ?roject\ 

c^Aassechusetts  Audubor/Sodety* 
Berkshire  Sanctuaries 
Lenox,  Massachusetts 

01240 


Bluebird  P r  o  iect  N ew s 


Dear  Bluebirder, 


Thank  you  for  your  participation  in  the  Berkshire  Sanctuaries 
Bluebird  Project.  We  have  already  had  several  early  spring 
bluebird  sightings,  so  get  ready! 


I  am  very  happy  to  tell  you  that  Mr.  Donald  Adams  has  agreed 
to  help  with  the  138b  Bluebird  Project.  If  you  have 
questions  concerning  placement  of  nesting  boxes,  or  if 
problems  arise  during  the  season,  Don  will  be  available  to 
give  you  advice  based  on  his  years  of  monitoring  experience. 
Y o u  may  wr i t e  to  him  c/o  the  Ber k sh ire  San c t u ar i es  B1 u eb i r d 
Project,  472  W.  Mountain  Rd.,  Lenox,  or  call  him  at  684-0453. 


We  &  re 
even t  s 


ai  so 


p leased  to  an n o u n ce  two  u p com i n g  bl u eb i r d i n g 


1 .  April  1 U 

The  annual  Bluebird  Project  spring  meeting  will  be  held 
Thursday,  April  10  at  7:30  PM  in  the  barn  at  Arrowhead, 
Holmes  Rd . , Pi t tsf i eld .  We  are  very  fortunate  this  year  to 
ha v e  as  o u r  speaker  Lillian  Files,  f o rmer  p r es i den t  o f  t he 
No r  t  h  Arner i can  Bl u eb i r  d  So  c i e t  y .  She  has  a  wo  n der  f u 1  p r  o gr am 
p 1 a n nod  f o r  u s  w h i c h  include s  t w o  n e w  bluebird  m o v ies.  W e 
w ill  also  d i scu ss  ban d i n  g  o f  y o ung  bl u  eb i r ds ,  and  our 


Sanctuary 


director 


Ren  e 


Laubach,  will  be  on  hand 


u  r 
to  1 


demonstrate  the  technique. 

We  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  come  and  share  some  of  your 
bl u  eb i r  d i n g  ex peri ences  w i t  h  us.  Th i s  p r  o gr  am  is  free  to 
I  Bluebird  Project  participants.  *»■ 

2.  May  31 

We  have  planned  a  spring  bluebird  walk  for  Saturday,  May  31. 
We  will  meet  at  Canoe  Meadows  Sanctuary,  Holmes  Rd . , 
Pittsfield  at  3:00  AM  an d  then  veteran  bl u eb i r der  Do n  Adams 
will  show  us  active  bluebird  sites  in  the  Dalton  -  Windsor  - 
C  u  mm i n  g  t  o  n  area. 

Last  year  we  were  lucky  enough  to  see  young  bluebirds  as  wel 1 
as  many  bluebird  adults.  I  hope  this  early  notice  will  help 
many  of  you  plan  ahead  so  that  you  can  join  in  on  this 
beau  t i f ul  trip. 


Please  notify  Pleasant  Ualley  Sanctuary  (637-0320) 
plan  to  attend  these  events. 
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injured  raven 

DSBL-The  1985  Christmas  season  was  I 
jin  full  swing.  This  year  promised  to  be 
especially  fun  and  busy  for  Lauren  | 
Chaney  of  Dunstable.  The  mother  of  two 
small  children,  Lauren  would  have  both 
the  pleasure  of  watching  her  oldest 
daughter  just  beginning  to  be  aware  of 
the  magic  of  Christmas,  and  the  busy 
schedule  of  Christmas  coupled  with  that 
!  of  an  infant  in  th  household.  This  was  not  | 
to  be  the  only  excitement  of  the  season. 

Shortly  before  Christmas  friends  I 
brought  to  Lauren  an  injured  bird,  not  an 
unusual  happening  in  the  Chaney 
housheold.  Lauren  is  known  to  have  a! 
way  with  birds.  This  time  it  was  a  raven, 
found  by  hunters  in  Maine  caught  in  a  leg 
trap,  with  a  badly  damaged  foot. 

The  large  bird  had  been  kept  in  a  small 
|  box  for  a  week  and  a  half  before  reaching 
Lauren.  He  was  covered  with  filth,  and 
extremely  hungry.  He  lunged  at  an  of¬ 
fered  piece  of  meat,  and  “inhaled”  the 
rest  of  his  meal  with  equal  relish.  Lauren 
observed  the  large  bird  to  be  in  a  weaken¬ 
ed  condition  and  much  pain  from  his 
wound.  She  bathed  him  in  the  kitchen 
sink,  then  soaked  his  injured  claw  before 
(applying  ointment. 

A  trip  to  a  trusted  veterinarian  an  hour 
|  and  a  half  away  provided  the  raven  with 
I  professional  treatment.  The  vet  found  it 
necessary  to  amputate  one  of  the  bird’s 
toes  immediately.  The  raven  determined 
an  additional  amputation  to  be  necessary 
a  few  days  later.  He  removed  it  himself 
with  his  razor-like  beak. 

Lauren  nursed  him  through  the  winter, 
caring  for  his  wound,  and  feeding  the 
raven  her  special  bird  recipe.  Eventually, 
he  “hop-limped”  around.  It  was  a  month 
| before  he  could  get  off  the  ground,  and ' 
|event  then  it  was  not  a  flight,  but  more  ol 
jump.  Lauren  confined  him  to  her  kit¬ 
chen  and  bathroom  when  he  first  arrived. 
When  his  recovery  progressed,  he  was 
quartered  in  a  nearby  shed  before  moving 
to  an  8  by  12  foot  pen  that  was  6  feet  high. 
The  latter  permitted  him  to  exercise  his 
wings  without  further  injury  in  his 
weakened  state. 


The  raven  is  far  superior  to  the  crow 

I  with  a  four-foot  wing  span  to  the  crow’s 
three-foot  span.  Yet  it  is  not  a  bird  of 
)rey  as  its  size  might  suggest  to  some. 
|Ravens  do  not  dive  through  the  air  after 
food  as  hawks  do.  They  are  basically 
scavengers,  hunting  for  food  on  the 
ground,  although  they  do  eat  fruit  and 
ive  animals  as  well.  Ravens  are  residents 
>f  the  deep,  northern  woods,  elusive 
)irds.  Perhaps  there  are  a  few  in  western 
[Massachusetts,  but  none  to  the  east. 

Ravens  are  the  largest  of  the  passerine 
brder  of  birds,  those  with  feet  able  to 
perch.  However,  Edgar,  as  Lauren’s  hus¬ 
band  named  him,  cannot  clasp  with  his 
damaged  foot.  The  claw  is  so  severly  im¬ 
paired  it  is  frozen,  dead,  Lauren  describ¬ 
ed _ __ _ 

Lauren  was  looking  forward  to  the  day 
when  Edgar  would  be  ready  to  return  to 
his  free  lifestyle.  The  only  happiness  she 
would  derive  from  her  endeavor  would 
come  from  witnessing  his  return  to  the 
wild.  “I  have  taken  on  the  responsibility 
of  working  with  this  bird  to  see  him  set 
free,”  she  remarked  recently.  The  an¬ 
ticipated  release  date  was  early  summer. 
Although  his  rehabilitation  had  progress¬ 
ed  satisfactorily,  Lauren  felt  waiting 
through  spring  would  give  Edgar  an  ad¬ 
vantage.  Then  the  food  supply  of  berries  I 
and  young  birds  would  be  plentiful,  and| 
battles  for  territory  would  be  over. 

Last  week  someone  interfered  with  her 
carefully  thoughout  plans  for  Edgar’s 
rehabilitation  and  release.  An  unknown 
person  or  persons  entered  the  Chaney 
property  at  8:30  in  the  morning,  snipped 
a  hole  in  the  wire  fencing  of  the  pen,  and 
made  off  with  Edgar.  From  inside  the 
house,  Lauren  thought  Edgar  sounded 
different,  but  the  pen  was  not  visible 
from  the  house.  When  she  got  to  the  pen 
to  check  on  him,  Edgar  was  gone. 

Why?  Was  it  dollar  signs  someone  | 
saw,  or  a  yen  to  possess  the  unusual  bird? 
Could  someone  actually  think  lauren  was 
not  caring  properly  for  Edgar?  Or  was  it 
an  act  of  revenge  for  another  unrelated 
association?  All  of  these  have  been  sug¬ 
gested  to  Lauren  as  possible  motives. 


“But  it  was  a  bad,  wrong  thing  to  do,” 
she  commented,  whatever  the  motive. 
The  timing  was  just  right  for  setting 
Edgar  free,  if  that’s  their  intention. 

“I  just  want  him  to  be  freed,’  Lauren 
said,  “Of  course  I’d  like  the  bird  back  so 
I  can  see  him  free  at  the  proper  stage  of 
|  rehabilitation.  My  intention  was  not  to 
be  cruel;  I  never  would  want  to  keep  the 
raven  contained  forever  -  that’s  cruel,  I 
could  not  justify  it.” 

Perhaps  the  reasons  for  taking  Edgar 
had  something  to  do  with  the  symbolic 
attribute  given  to  a  raven,  that  of  evil,  an 
,  omen  of  death.  North  American  natives 
though  of  ravens  as  gods,  Lauren  ex¬ 
plained.  They  recognized  they  are  very 
|  intelligent  birds,  a  conflict  to  be  weighed 
against  the  imagery  of  spiritual  and  hyp- 
|  notic  spookiness. 

“It  just  clicked  in  someone’s  head  that 
|  they  had  to  have  it,”  Lauren  surmised, 

I  “If  they  really  thought  about  losing 
something  they  had  cared  for.  .  .  .  ” 
Perhaps  they  could  muster  compassion 
for  what  humans  have  done  to  this  bird, 
and  that  a  caring  human,  Lauren,  com¬ 
passionately  nursed  it  towards  restored 
[health.  But  further,  that  someone  has 
|taken  Edgar  with  malintent. 

If  you  think  you  may  have  information 
|about  a  raven,  about  Edgar,  Lauren 
Ichaney  asks  that  you  pass  it  along  to  the 
[Audubon  Society  in  Lincoln.  Call  Dick 
IForester  of  that  organization  at 
1259-9500,  you  will  be  doing  the  right 
Ithing.  □ 


^fitlSHEO  * 

March  1,  1986  -  June  30,  1986 1 
SATURDAY,  JUNE  21 

|Tyngsboro  and  vicinity  for  Bluebirds  and  other  local 
nesting  species.  Morning. 

Meet  at  intersection  of  Rte.  3  and  Rte.  40  in  North 
Chelmsford  at  7:30 

Leader,  Mr.  Rusty  Gerrish  —  433-6219  (Pepperell) 
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NEWS 

of  the 

Rhode  Island  Federation  of  Garden  Clubs,  Inc. 


Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds 
Lecture  Slide  Program  on  Bluebirds 
Past  Pres,  of  North  American  Bluebird  Society 
Lil  Files  -  Windswept  Acres  ■  Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879 
(Fee,  flyer  and  brochure  upon  request) 
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WALDEN  POND  DAY.  MAY  3.  1986 


This  year's  theme  commemorates  the  work  of  the  Save  Walden  Committee  which  in 
1957  obtained  a  court  injunction  stopping  the  County  from  cutting  down  trees 
and  gouging  out  the  slopes  at  Walden  with  bulldozers,  as  the  County  ureoared 
to  enlarge  Walden's  beach.  The  Committee  then  waged  a  successful  court  battle 
to  make  certain  that  such  mutilation  of  Walden  could  never  occur  again. 


Beginning  at  9*30  a.m,  a  laxge  tree  will  be  planted  on  the  slope  above  the  Red 
Cross  beach  in  memory  of  the  Committee's  efforts.  Two  former  members  of  that 
Committee,  Roland  Robbins  and  John  Nickols,  will  give  a  short  address,  followed 
by  Patty  McPherson,  daughter  of  Gladys  Hosmer,  the  Committee's  Chairman,  Small 
seedlings  will  then  be  planted  along  the  slope,  each  bearing  a  tag  in  memory  of 
individual  committee  members.  At  li30  bluebird  expert  Lillian  Files  will  present 
a  talk  on  bluebirds  in  the  small  lecture  room  in  the  caretaker's  building. 

Throughout  the  day  exhibits  by  WFV  and  Roland  Robbins  will  be  on  display  in  the 
new  Thoreau  house  replica  in  the  parking  lot  and  in  the  small  lecture  room  in  the 
old  caretaker's  house  across  from  the  Walden  office.  Also  on  view  will  be  a  delightful 
collection  of  framed  drawings  of  Walden  animals  by  Concord  children's  art 
classes  under  the  tutelage  of  artist  Kristina  Joyce, 


NASHUA  VALLEY  CHAPTER  -  WOMEN  OUTDOORS 

MAY  3  Saturday.  Bluebird  walk  with  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  led 

by  Bill  Harris.  Meet  at  8:30  at  Lillian  Files, home  on  Scribner 
Hill  Road,  Tyngsboro.  Time  is  flexible,  you  may  continue  on, 
after  the  bluebird  walk  to  observe  birds  near  Lake  Massapoag 
if  you  wish.  Call  Lillian  at  692-2520. 


Home  at  last  -  Partly  paralysed  conservationist  and  songwriter,  Tommy  Outerbridge  re¬ 
turned  to  Bermuda  in  March  after  18  months’  treatment  in  the  U.K.  Outerbridge  suffered 
his  partial  paralysis  after  falling  over  a  cliff  while  helping  clear  out  a  Iongtail  nest.  See  story 
opposite.  (Photo  by  Chris  Barnard.) 


TYNGSBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Thursday.  May  1st  -  Pot-Pourri  Night  by  You! 
Help  us  celebrate  our  annual  meeting  by 
bringing  in  slides,  prints,  poetry,  articles, 
specimens,  etc.  to  share  with  us  on  any  nature! 
oriented  subject,  such  as,  birds,  wild  animalsj 
pets,  horses,  flowers,  farm  animals,  fishing, 
canoeing,  skiing,  snowshoeing,  scenic  views, 
etc.  Thank  you. 

Also  at  this  meeting  a  few  selected  slides  of 
a  recent  trip  to  Canada  &  western  U.S.  will 
be  shown.  Bill  Harris,  Bird  Club  Leader 
will  go  on  to  speak  about  bird  feeders  and 
feeding  your  favorite  birds.  He  will  talk 
about  "Creating  Your  Own  Backyard  Wildlife 
Habitat"  and  show  some  interesting  slides. 
There  will  also  be  a  table  displaying 
many  varities  of  home  made  feeders  and 
gadgets.  Bill  will  wind  up  his  talk  by 
showing  us  how  we  can  attract  more  birds 
to  our  backyard.  Such  as  simply  planting 
new  varieties  of  flowers  or  adding  a  special 
shrub  may  be  a  good  start. 

This  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Dunstable 
Congregational  Church,  Main  St . ( Rte .  113) , 
Dunstable.  It  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 

Programs  are  open  to  the  public.  Come  and 
bring  a  friend.  Refreshments  will  be  served, 

Also  on  Saturday,  May  3rd  a  Birdwalk. 

We  look  for  the  real  harbinger  of  spring  - 
the  Eastern  Bluebird.  The  last  few  years 
thanks  to  Lil  Files  we  have  never  failed  to 
see  these  beautiful  birds  getting  ready  for 
the  nesting  season.  While  at  the  Files 
property  we  usually  spot  other  migrating 
birds  also.  Then  we'll  go  to  the  Massapoag 
area  for  different  birds  in  a  different 
habitat.  For  more  information  on  this  walk 
contact  Lil  Files  at  692-2520. 


Latest  Birdbath  added  to  the 
already  nine  at  Windswept  Acres. 

The  sound  0f*  the  circulating 
water  attracts  many  more  birds. 


SONGWRITER  RETURNS 

Irrepressible  Bermudian  conserva¬ 
tionist  and  songwriter,  Tommy 
Outerbridge,  returned  to  the  Island 
this  spring  after  eighteen  months’  re¬ 
habilitation  following  a  tragic  accident 
that  left  him  partially  paralysed. 

Outerbridge  -  or  Punky  Outalunch 
—  as  the  Bermuda  Folk  Club’s  newletter 
dubbed  him  because  of  his  outrageous 
stage  antics  —  was  given  a  typically  Ber¬ 
mudian  reception  on  his  return  as  fam¬ 
ily  and  friends  met  him  at  the  airport. 

Tommy,  30,  was  critically  injured 
when  he  plunged  100  feet  while  clear¬ 
ing  blocked  Iongtail  nests  along  the  to¬ 
wering  cliffs  near  his  Warwick  home* 
The  accident  left  him  paralysed,  but  has 
not  dimmed  his  spirits  or  sense  of 
humour. 

“I  don’t  really  know  what  I’m  going 
to  do  yet,”  said  Outerbridge,  who 
th£^.?lfiju,da Jfe&ird.  Society, 
in  1983.  But  he  added:  “After  long  and 
careful  deliberations,  I’ve  decided  that 
from  now  on  the  Longtails  can  clear 
their  own  nests.” 

Tommy  will  likely  seek  more  treat¬ 
ment  in  the  United  States,  but  for  now 
is  content  to  be  back  home  where,  as 
one  local  pundit  predicted:  “Things 
won’t  stay  quiet  for  long.”  ■ 


FRANCIS  M.  WOODS,  M.  D. 

69-Mum  &lreeT 

nHCRDOROtl^H,— NEW  nAMPGI  IIQB  00*60  , 

June  8,1986 

Dear  Mrs .  Files , 

Since  I  heard  your  lecture  on  Bluebirds  in 
Jaffrey  a  couple  of  years  ago  I  have  made 
bluebird  houses  and  sold  them  easily  at  our 
church  fair.  I  find  the  one  sheet  pamphlet 
"Blue  Birds--How  to  make  and  enjoy  your  own 
Bluebird  Trail"  very  useful  and  put  one  in 
each  house  as  it  is  sold.  Could  I  ask  you 
to  send  me  ten  more  of  them.  I  have  no  idea 
what  you  charge  or  what  I  should  pay  for  them 
but  enclose  a  check  for  five  dollars.  If  that 
is  not  enough  please  let  me  know. 


Very  sincerely, 


FRANCIS  M.  WOODS 
P.O.  Box  83 

Jeffrey  Center,  N.H.  03454 


Note  from  Betty  Porter,  a  Mass.  Audubon  birdleader,  ^h<b  brings  up  a  group  e  ach  year 
to  see  the  bluebirds. 
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fHE  FEDERATED  GARDEI^CLUBSOfI 
CONNECTICUT 


BRING  BACK  the  BLUEBIRDS 

Lecture  slide  program 

Lil  Files  —  Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879 

Brochure,  flyer  and  fee  upon  request 

Past  Pres,  of  North  American 
Bluebird  Society 


'Tf'a/Mcnli'&ieturt 


| Walden  Forever  Wild  Committee,  Inc. 

box  275 

Concord,  Massachusetts  01742 


WALDEN  POND  DAY,  MAY  3.  1986 

May  3  proved  to  be  a  cold  choice 
for  Walden  Pond  Day  ceremonies 
which  had  to  be  moved  indoors  to 
the  caretaker's  house  due  to  the 
inclement  weather.  Those  present 
heard  Roland  Robbins  summarize  the 
I  work  of  the  Save  Walden  Committee 
of  thirty  years  agoj  the  afternoon 
programming  included  the  judging  of 
Ian  engaging  exhibit  of  animal 
(drawings  done  by  students  of  Kristina| 
Joyce,  followed  by  an  entertaining 
(presentation  on  bluebirds  by  Lillian 
Files.  Although  tree  planting 
(ceremonies  had  to  be  postponed  on 
the  third,  WFW  did  plant  several 
(trees  later  the  next  week  to  honor 
the  Save  Walden  Committee!  a  6-foot 
white  pine  at  the  center  of  the  big 
slope  to  honor  the  Thoreau  Society, 
and  seedling  pines  in  honor  of  each 
member  of  the  Save  Walden  Committee 
at  the  bottom  left  section  of  the 
(slope.  WFW  will  eventually  provide 
labels  for  all  the  trees,  which  at 
the  moment  only  carry  nursery  labels. 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  21,  1986 

^  m  *•  t"  ; *  ' 

The  Union  Leader 

I 
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Manchester,  N.H. 

By  Stacey  W.  Cole 

Nature  Talks  From  Down  on  the  Farm 


LUEBIRDS  ARE  nesting  again  and 
it  is  time  to  remind  our  readers  of 
our  annual  survey  and  the  informa¬ 
tion  we  would  like  to  receive.  But 
before  I  get  to  that,  let’s  take  a  look 
at  some  letters  about  nesting  bluebirds. 

In  last  year’s  survey  we  did  not  hear  from 
anyone  who  had  nesting  bluebirds  in  Strafford 
County.  Our  first  letter,  -«*«««««««<* 

though,  corrects  that.  It 
comes  from  a  reader  who 
lives  in  West  Milton.  She 
wrote :  , 

“When  I  read  your 
1985  bluebird  count  I  felt  I 
had  sorely  neglected  add¬ 
ing  my  Strafford  County 
count. 

“In  1984  and  1985  our 
bluebirds  were  here  nest-  mm 
ing.  We  had  no  survivors  in  1984  as  the  first 
nest  with  five  eggs  was  abandoned  and  some¬ 
thing  robbed  the  second  brood  of  three  birds. 
In  1985  however,  we  raised  the  nesting  box  to 
about  seven  feet  off  the  ground.  Out  of  five 
birds,  three  survived  and  after  they  left  the 
nest  we  checked  it  and  found  two  fully  devel¬ 
oped  young  birds  dead. 

“Our  birds  are  back  this  year  and  are 
nesting.  We  hope  they  have  better  luck 
this  time  around.’’ 

From  Enfield: 

“I  am  so  pleased  to  report  that  my 
pair  of  bluebirds  arrived  March  26  and 
are  playing  around  the  same  house  they 
had  last  year.  Was  hoping  some  of  the 
‘kids’  would  come  back,  but  have  seen 
only  those  two.  They  love  to  sit  on  my  TV 
aerial  and  how  they  sing  to  us !  ” 

From  Ashland: 

“I  thought  you  might  be  interested  to 
learn  that  at  long  last  I  have  rented  my  blue¬ 
bird  house.  They  certainly  are  very  fussy 
tenants,  though,  for  they  looked  all  over  the 
neighborhood  before  choosing  mine.  I  have 
had  said  house  for  rent  for  two  years,  so  you 
can  imagine  my  joy  to  have  my  new  tenants. 

1  It  so  happens  that  this  little  house  is  right  in 
"front  of  my  dining  room  window,  so  I  do  a  lot 
;  of  bird  watching.” 

For  those  of  you  who  have  been  discour- 
‘  aged  at  not  having  bluebirds  nest  with  you, 
you  may  take  heart  from  reading  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  from  New  Hampton: 

“My  husband  and  I  read  your  column  ev¬ 
ery  Saturday  and  thoroughly  enjoy  it,  but  I 
never  thought  I  would  have  an  occasion  to 
write  to  you. 


‘For  the  past  11  years  we  have  had  blue- 
|  *  bird  houses  in  our  back  yard.  Every  spring  we 
;  have  kept  hoping  but  really  never  thought  we 
would  ever  see  one.  This  spring  we  were  re- 
;  warded.  We  now  have  a  family  of  bluebirds  in 
our  back  yard  and  we  are  so  thrilled  that  we 
keep  looking  to  make  sure  they  are  still  there. 
.We  live  right  off  Main  Street  in  New  Hamp- 
;  ton,  but  there  are  all  woods  behind  the  house 
right  to  the  fish  hatchery.  We  have  hundreds 
|  of  other  birds  and  we  notice  the  male  bluebird 
drives  all  the  other  birds  away.’’ 

From  Windham : 

“I’m  writing  to  report  a  successful 
,  bluebird  brood ! 

“Easter  weekend  brought  three 
males  and  two  females  (at  least)  to  my 
neighborhood.  Within  a  few  days,  one  pair 
seemed  ready  to  occupy  the  nesting  box  in 
my  front  yard.  (This  box  had  been  last 
year’s  site  of  nine  fledged  young  in  two 
broods).  The  female  seemed  to  have  com¬ 
pleted  the  nest  early,  but  then  the  pair  dis¬ 
appeared.  I  don’t  know  the  cause,  but  sus¬ 
pect  the  sharp-shinned  hawk  that  had 
made  an  appearance  at  the  same  time. 

“During  the  next  few  weeks  I  occa¬ 
sionally  saw  a  male  along  my  front  yard, 
but  had  no  knowledge  of  a  next  site  any¬ 
where.  Another  male  has  been  sighted 
about  %  mile  from  my  home  where  a  pair 
nested  last  year. 

“On  25  May,  I  began  to  hear  bluebirds 
singing  and  chattering  —  sounds  that  I  had 
witnessed  last  year  upon  successful  fledging. 
I  frequently  see  the  parent  birds  in  my  yard 
now,  gathering  food  for  their  young.  Thus  far 
I  can  only  find  two  fledged,  but  that  is  at  least 
successful!  The  female  has  also  been  investi¬ 
gating  the  two  nesting  boxes  in  my  yard.  I,  of 
course,  hope  she  decides  to  raise  a  second 
brood  there.” 

*  *  * 

Two  of  our  readers  sent  us  a  copy  of  the 
April  29  issue  of  the  North  Country  Weekly 
that  included  a  column  written  by  John 
Gralenski,  entitled  “Out  Back.” 

The  writer  stated  that  he  had  discovered 
a  pair  of  bluebirds  building  a  nest  in  a  box  he 
had  put  up  a  few  days  before.  His  column  con¬ 
tinued  : 

“A  neighbor  up  river  reports  that  she  has 
two  nesting  pairs  in  her  houses.  Another 
neighbor  farther  downstream  has  a  couple  of 
bluebirds  hanging  around  his  yard.  On  a  farm 
down  near  the  Maine  border,  there  is  certain¬ 
ly  one  nesting  pair. .  .  .  there  is  already  a  good 
population  in  Shelburne.” 


r 


Not  long  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  blue¬ 
bird  enthusiast  and  lecturer  Lillian  Files  of 
Tyngsboro,  Mass.,  that  read  in  part: 

“A  friend  of  mine  mailed  me  your  blue¬ 
bird  report.  It  was  excellent  as  always.  At  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society’s  annual 
meeting  in  the  Canadian  Rockies  last  year, 
we  noticed  that  1985  was  a  super  year  for  blue¬ 
birds  all  over  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  and  your 
report  certainly  confirmed  it  for  your  state. 
“Have  travelled  all  over  New  Eng¬ 
land  giving  lectures  the  past  six  years  and 
have  done  quite  a  lot  in  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont.  My  program  is  one  that 
helps  all  bluebirders  —  beginners  and  vet¬ 
erans!” 

Lil  Files  is  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  and  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society.  Her  slide  pro¬ 
gram  explains  the  plight  of  the  bluebird 
and  she  discusses  effective  bluebird  con¬ 
servation. 

I  am  told  that  her  program  is  very  enter¬ 
taining  as  well  as  educational.  Miss  Files  can 
be  contacted  by  writing  Lillian  Lund  Files, 
Windswept  Acres,  Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879.  #  , 

- - - * _ * _ & _ w* 

Now  for  the  information  we  would  like  to 
receive  for  our  1986  Bluebird  Nesting  Survey : 

•  Type  of  house  (or  other  location  —  apple 
tree,  fence  post  etc.) 

•  Height  of  nest  from  ground ; 

•  direction  house  faces ; 

•  distance  of  nest  from  buildings ; 

•  number  of  years  in  same  location,  and 

•  remarks  (information  on  number  of 
birds  hatched,  loss  of  hatch,  etc.) 

My  mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  55,  West 
Swanzey  03469. 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  write. 
We  sincerely  appreciate  your  participation  in 
our  annual  survey. 
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Bluebird  Tales 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 


In  the  Bay  State,  LU  Files,  of  Tyngs- 
>ro  NABS’  past  president,  has  been  bus- 
r  educating  all  within  her  reach  about 
ueblrds.  She  even  has  lots  of  visitors  com- 
g  there.  Recently  the  nationally  dis¬ 
puted  Grit  magazine  printed  a  story  about 
I’s  efforts  to  help  bluebirds  and  another 
hole  audience  responded.  Among  those 
as  Russell  Yates  of  West  Paris,  ME,  who 
rote  to  NABS  describing  that  he  had  had 
II  come  to  West  Paris  and  give  her  bluebird 
rogram.  He  said  that  Lil  Is  certainly  a  true 
lend  of  the  bluebird  who  “really  puts  en- 
lusiasm  Into  her  slide  lecture  program." 
le  further  stated  that  he  made  some 
lueblrd  boxes  and  “if  God  is  willing  I  shall 
ry  to  entice  some  bluebirds  to  be  our 
eighbors  next  summer.”  Lll’s  other  re¬ 
ponses  came  from  such  diverse  locations 
is  Boulder,  CO,  and  Big  Caleln,  OK. 
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STATE  BLUEBIRD  TRAIL  DEDICATED 


The  Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  has 
stepped  up  its  efforts  to  bring  back  the  bluebird.  Bluebirds 
need  human  help  and  encouragement.  Providing  correctly 
designed  and  installed  nesting  boxes  is  the  single  most  impor¬ 
tant  ingredient  necessary  to  attract  bluebirds.  Smaller  boxes 
serve  as  a  substitute  for  scarce  natural  cavities.  As  an  example 
of  what  can  be  done  to  attract  them,  the  Nongame  and  En¬ 
dangered  Species  Program  began  development  of  a  “demon¬ 
stration  bluebird  trail”  at  the  2,000  acre  High  Ridge  Wildlife 
Management  Area  in  Gardner  and  Westminster  in  1985. 

The  six  mile  demonstration  trail  contains  approximately 
120  bluebird  houses  and  will  eventually  be  expanded  to  200 
houses.  It  is  the  largest  bluebird  trail  in  the  state.  According 
to  State  Ornithologist  Brad  Blodget,  six  pairs  of  bluebirds 
nested  along  the  trail  in  1985  and  a  goal  of  10  pairs  has  been 
set  for  1986.  The  chances  of  seeing  a  bluebird  are  excellent 
during  the  period  April  to  August. 

The  trail  is  open  to  the  public  from  dawn  to  dusk  daily. 
Public  access  is  available  via  gates  at  North  Common  Road 
off  Bacon  Street,  Westminster  or  Smith  Street  off  Rt.  140 
in  Gardner. 

The  trail  both  offers  the  public  the  opportunity  to  actually 
see  bluebirds  and  sets  an  example  of  how  to  attract  bluebirds. 


MASSACHUSETTS  FISHERIES  &  WILDLIFE 


NON  GAME  &  ENDANGERED  SPECIES  PROGRAM 
DEMONSTRATION  BLUEBIRD  TRAIL  ^ 


Bluebirds,  one  of  the  ear  in st 
signs  of  spring.ort  rare  today 
primarily  because  of  the  deetirn 
of  their  preferred  habitat-open 
countrysideand  because  of  a 
shortage  of  the  caurty  nesfr'nt/  rite 
they  insist  upon.  Blur  turds  are 
in  great  needof  human  help! 
toucan  help  the  bluebird  by 
prourding  nesting  boxes. 


Many  persons  today  have 
neuer  seen  a  bluebird,  ttomeer. 
from  March  to  September, 
bluebirds  are  present  on  this 
property  because  nesting 
boxes  haue  been  prouided. 
the  High  Ridge  Demonstration 
frail  consists  of  200  boxes 
property  installed  and  maintained 
along  the  roads  and  fields.  j 


roe  more  terror mat/ox/  ter/re 

BLUEBIRD  PROJECT 

MPF  w  FIELD  HEADQUARTERS 
PT.  135  WESTBORQ.  OI5&I 
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MASSACHUSETTS  FISHERIES  8  WILDLIFE 

NON  GAME  8  ENDANGERCO  SPECIES  PROGRAM  — 
demonstration  bluebird  trai 


for  bluebird  conservation  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  I’m  sure  bluebirds  are  go¬ 
ing  to  “make  it”  in  Massachusetts 
Ithrough  this  project  thanks  to  the 
Massachusetts  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
■  Division  and  especially  to  Brad 
iBIodget.  ■ 


IScribner  Hill 
*Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Bluebirds  Making  It  in  Massachusetts 


Lillian  Lund  Files 


Qluebirds  are  not  as  common  as 
■^they  once  were  in  Massachusetts 
—back  when  the  state  was  more  char¬ 
acterized  by  open  countryside  and 
agriculture  around  the  turn  of  the  cen¬ 
tury.  Besides  the  ordinary  reasons  for 
the  scarcity  of  bluebirds,  their  num¬ 
bers  have  diminished  drastically  due  to 
rapid  development  in  this  high-tech 
state. 

In  1984  our  State  Ornithologist, 
Bradford  Biodget,  contacted  me  to 
look  over  a  2000  acre  parcel  of  land  in 
Gardner  and  Westminster  that  the 
Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife  had  just  acquired  through 
an  act  of  legislation.  This  was  the 
former  Gardner  State  Hospital  proper¬ 
ty  and  the  Division  was  to  restore  it  to 
wildlife  habitat.  It  is  now  called  the 
“High  Ridge  Wildlife  Management 
Area.”  The  land  consists  primarily  of 
two-thirds  expansive  open  fields  in¬ 
terspersed  with  one-third  woodlands. 
The  fields  are  prevented  from  returning 
to  forest  land  through  a  farming  pro¬ 
gram  supervised  by  the  state  Food  and 
Agriculture  Department. 

After  touring  this  wonderful  piece 
of  property,  Brad  wanted  my  opinion 
on  starting  a  bluebird  trail  (because  I’m 
known  in  my  state  as  “The  Bluebird 
Lady”  and  am  a  past  president  of 
NABS).  Naturally  I  told  him  that  the 
Division  had  a  real  treasure  in  this 
choice  piece  of  land  as  it  was  great 
bluebird  habitat.  I  could  envision  it 
potentially  becoming  the  largest  blue¬ 
bird  trail  in  Massachusetts  so  I  en¬ 
thusiastically  encouraged  him  by  pro¬ 
viding  information  regarding  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  bluebird  trail.  He  was 
convinced  and  put  the  “wheels  in  mo¬ 
tion”  by  having  over  200  boxes  built; 
eventually  the  trail  will  be  expanded  to 
over  500  boxes  in  the  near  future. 
These  boxes  were  built,  using  my 
design,  from  native  pine  cut  from  the 
Division’s  land  and  constructed  in  the 
Ayer  Game  Farm  shops.  Two  hundred 


steel  pipes  7  feet  long  and  1/2  inch  in 
diameter  were  donated  by  a  Worcester 
firm. 

Much  appreciation  goes  to  Brad 
for  developing  this  program.  Brad 
wishes  to  mention  that  “This  six-mile 
long  High  Ridge  Demonstration  Blue¬ 
bird  Trail  was  developed  and  laid  out 
with  assistance  from  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society’s  represen¬ 
tative,  Lil  Files,  and  the  funding  from 
the  Nongame  Wildlife  Fund  ($1000.00). 
Revenues  from  this  fund  are  derived 
mainly  from  voluntary  contributions 
from  the  Massachusetts  state  income 
tax  check-off  for  non-game  wildlife.” 

The  High  Ridge  Demonstration 
Trail  is  intended  to  provide  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  actually  see  the  rather  rare, 
beautiful  bluebird  and  to  serve  as  an 
example  of  how  a  bluebird  trail  can  be 
set  up  to  attract  them  back  to  our 
state. 

Finally,  Brad’s  and  my  dream  be¬ 
came  a  reality!  Our  state’s  largest 
bluebird  trail  was  officially  dedicated 
and  opened  to  the  public  on  15  May 
1986.  Journalists  with  binoculars, 
state  wildlife  officials  and  many 
birders  came  to  a  very  successful 
dedication.  For  the  occasion  a  very  at¬ 
tractive  and  impressive  “bluebird  blue” 
and  white  sign  greeted  the  spectators. 

An  automobile  caravan  tour  of  the 
trail  was  led  by  Brad  through  the  pro¬ 
perty  making  selective  stops.  While 
viewing  breathtaking  scenes  of  Mt. 
Monadnock  and  Mt.  Wauchusetts  from 
the  high  meadows,  the  group  was 
treated  to  seeing  many  bluebirds  flying 
about,  which  was  very  encouraging. 
Other  species  seen  were  Tree  Swal¬ 
lows,  House  Wrens,  Black-capped 
Chickadees  and  White-breasted  Nut¬ 
hatches.  Following  the  tour,  the  NABS 
bluebird  slide  program  was  presented 
at  the  environmental  police  head¬ 
quarters. 

To  me,  this  was  a  very  special  day 
(Continued  on  page  146) 
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Massachusetts  State  Ornithologist,  Bradford  Blodget,  stands  beside  a  sign  describing  the  Demonstration  Bluebird  Trail  in  the 
High  Ridge  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Massachusetts.  The  trail  was  begun  with  the  advice  and  encouragement  of  one  of 
NABS’  former  presidents.  Lillian  Lund  Files. 


120  Bird  Houses  Mountei 


[Old  Hospital  Grounds  Transformed 
Into  New  Home  For  Scarce  Bluebin 


By  JIM  PAULIN 
News  Staff  Writer 

New  housing  units  have  been  erected 
Ion  the  grounds  of  the  former  East  Gard¬ 
ner  mental  hospital  to  attract  a  popular 
| but  not  often  seen  figure — the  bluebird. 

Journalists,  state  wildlife  officials  and 
I  binocular-breasted  birders  toured  the 
two-year-old  bluebird  trail  Thursday, 
where  120  bird  houses  have  been 
|  mounted  on  poles  and  trees. 

The  tour  was  guided  by  Westboro- 
I  based  ornithologist  Brad  Blodgett  of  the 
state  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
who  said  the  trail  was  created  so  the 
public  could  view  the  bluebirds  and  learn 
I  how  to  make  their  own  trails. 

The  bluebird,  Blodgett  said,  “is  intert- 
I  wined  throughout  the  lore  and  legend  of 
our  culture.”  There’s  the  “bluebird  of 
[happiness,”  and  a  girl’s  youth  organiza¬ 
tion,  the  Bluebirds.  Henry  David 
|Thoreau  wrote,  “the  bluebird  carries  the 
sky  on  its  back  and  the  earth  on  its 

-s 


(Jtj 


mM 


breast.” 

The  bluebirds  will  only  build  their 
nests  in  cavities,  either  found  naturally 
in  trees  and  fence  posts,  or  in  the  little 
boxes  made  with  wood  and  nails. 

The  bluebird  is  not  an  endangered 
species,  but  its  number  diminishes  with 
the  advance  of  development.  Also, 
Blodgett  said,  New  England  is  not  dense 
bluebird  territory.  They  are  found  in 
greater  numbers  in  the  South  and 
Midwest,  he  said. 

“The  catch  is,  they  just  don’t  live 
where  people  live,”  Blodgett  said,  adding 
“once  suburbanization  sets  in,  that’s  the 
end  of  the  bluebirds.” 

One  reason  why  the  bluebirds  don’t  live 
near  people  is  that  homes  and  farm 
barns  attract  house  sparrows,  which  in¬ 
vade  and  destroy  bluebird  nests, 
Blodgett  said.  He  said  the  birds  migrate 
north  in  mid-March,  and  fly  back  to  the 
mid-Atlantic  and  deep  south  states  in 
September. 


lithologist  Brad  Blodgett  exhibits  new  bluebird  house. 


“If  we’re  lucky,”  10  percent  of  the  bird 
houses  will  occupied  by  bluebirds.  About 
70  percent  of  them  will  be  occupied  by 
tree  swallows  and  the  rest  of  the  houses 
will  house  chickadees,  nut  hatches  and 
house  wrens,  he  said. 

Their  are  eight  pairs  of  bluebirds  in 
residence  now,  he  said.  Next  year,  the 
trail  will  be  expanded  to  200  houses,  he 
said.  There  were  six  pairs  in  60  houses 
last  year,  Blodgett  said. 

Bluebirds  need  areas  like  the  former 
hospital  grounds,  now  the  High  Ridge 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  said 
Blodgett.  Because  of  development,  the 
undeveloped  areas,  which  he  called  “real 
treasures,”  are  “disappearing  very  rap¬ 
idly,”  Blodgett  said. 

Walter  Bickford,  commissioner  of  the| 
Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  saic 
the  division  plans  to  acquire  mor 
undeveloped  areas,  using  state  bone 
money. 

Bluebirds  territory  is  fields,  not 
forests.  The  fields  are  prevented  fror 
returning  to  forest  at  High  Ridge  throi 
a  farming  program  supervised  by  the 
state  Food  and  Agriculture  Department. 

Several  bluebirds  were  spotted  during 
the  “bluebird  trail  media  day”  Thi 
day.  “We’ll  watch  the  trees  in  this 
for  a  flash  of  blue,”  Blodgett  said  after-j 
ing  hearing  a  bluebird’s  “warble.” 

The  2,000-acre  area  surrounds  th^ 
North  Central  Correctional  Institutior 
like  a  “fat  doughnut,”  Blodgett  saidl 
NCCI  is  a  medium  security  state  prisoij 
converted  from  an  old  hospital,  witlj 
spiraled  ribbons  of  razor  wire  on  top  of 
double  rows  of  high  fences. 

Blodgett  said  the  bluebird  trail  is  not 
accessible  to  the  public  through  the  pris¬ 
on  entrance  off  Route  140,  but  access  is 
permitted  via  Smith  and  Chapel  Streets 
off  Route  140. 

Most  of  the  bluebird  boxes  were  built 
using  $1,000  from  the  Non-Game  Wildlifel 
Fund,  at  the  division’s  Ayer  Game  Farm,! 
Blodgett  said.  And  eight  of  the  boxes 
were  donated  by  the  Telephone  Pioneers  | 
of  America,  an  organization  of  veteran 
telephone  company  employees  and 
retirees.  They  were  built  at  the  Lake 
Monomonac,  Winchendon,  home  of 


retiree. 

Blodgett  said  old  nests  must  be  remov¬ 
ed  from  inside  the  bird  houses  each  year. 

A  bluebird  can  build  its  finely  woven  nest 
of  grass  and  pine  needles  in  a  single  day, 
hesaid. 

The  blue-backed,  chestnut-breasted 
bluebird  is  a  member  of  the  thrush  fami¬ 
ly.  It  has  been  called  the  “blue  robin,” 
after  its  fellow  thrush.  And  it  should  be 
noted  that  the  bluebird  is  a  different 
animal  from  the  blue  jay . 

Following  the  tour,  bluebird  enthusiast 
Lilian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro  presented 
a  slide  show  on  bluebirds  at  the  En- 
I  vironmental  Police  headquarters  at  High 
|  Ridge,  where  hunter  safety  courses  are 
conducted. 

Files,  a  member  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Bluebird  Society,  said  the  society 
was  founded  in  1978.  In  1978,  following  an 
article  on  bluebirds  in  Parade  magazine, 
there  were  92,000  requests  on  how  to 
I  make  bluebird  trails. 

She  displayed  two  stuffed  bluebirds, 
which  she  said  died  during  a  snow  storm 
several  years  ago  after  starving  because 
their  food  supply  of  grains  and  bugs  was 

covered  by  the  snow . 

While  waiting  for  the  government 
i  permits  needed  in  order  to  have  the  pro¬ 
tected  bluebirds  permanently  preserved 
by  a  taxidermist,  she  said  she  kept  them 
in  her  home  freezer.  When  her  husband 
saw  the  frozen  bluebirds,  he  asked  if  she 
planned  to  make  “bluebird  pie,  she 
said. 
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Brad  Blodget,  state  ornithologist,  at  a  bluebird  house. 


Tetegram  Photo 


Bringing  Back  The  Bluebird 


The  Massachusetts  Di¬ 
vision  of  Fisheries  and 
I  Wildlife  has  stepped  up 
[its  efforts  to  bring  back 
the  bluebird.  Bluebirds 
need  human  help  and  en¬ 
couragement.  Providing 
[correctly  designed  and  in- 
Istalled  nesting  boxes  is 


the  single  most  important 
ingredient  necessary  to 
attract  bluebirds.  Smaller 
boxes  serve  as  a  substi¬ 
tute  for  scarce  natural 
cavities.  As  an  example  of 
what  can  be  done  to  at¬ 
tract  them,  the  Nongame 
and  Endangered  Species 


Program  began  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  “demonstration 
bluebird  trail”  at  the  2,000 
acre  High  Ridge  Wildlife 
Management  Area  in 
Gardner  and  Westminster 
in  1985. 

The  six  mile  demon¬ 
stration  trail  contains  ap¬ 


proximately  120  bluebird 
houses  and  will  eventual¬ 
ly  be  expanded  to  200 
houses.  It  is  the  largest 
bluebird  trail  in  the  state. 
According  to  State  Orni¬ 
thologist  Brad  Bloaget, 
six  pairs  of  bluebirds 
nested  along  the  trail  in 
1985  and  a  goal  of  10 
pairs  has  been  set  for 
1986.  The  chances  of  see¬ 
ing  a  bluebird  are  excel¬ 
lent  during  the  period  of 
April  to  August. 


The  trail  is  open  to  the 
public  from  dawn  to  dusk  [ 
daily.  Public  access  is 
available  via  gates  at 
North  Common  Road  off 
Bacon  Street,  Westmins¬ 
ter  or  Smith  Street  off  Rt.  | 
140  in  Gardner. 


The  trail  both  offers  the  I 
public  the  opportunity  to 
actually  see  bluebirds 
and  sets  an  example  of 
how  to  attract  bluebirds. 
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Media  members  tramp  along  the  bluebird  trail. 
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Dean  Dwight, 

bnad  btodget  phoned  me  geAtendag  with  the  wondenpuL  newA  that 
the.  DiviAion  decided  upon  uAing  the  btuebind  £0/1  the  in.  pAomotconat 
poAten  thiA  gean,  ±n  behatp  op  the  Month  Amenican  btuebind  Societg 
2  can  tmtig  Aag  that  goun  choice  iA  much  appne  dated, 

i/JaA  atAo  pteaAed  that  gou  decided  to  une  Kant  S chang  a  photo 
which  in.  ceniaintg  poAten  qjuatitg,  Aa  St  mentioned  to  gou.  bepone, 
Kami  in.  genenountg  Letting  gou.  uAe  hiA  photo  without  coAt ,  ti  in  one 
negueAt  though  in.  that  he  gein  photo  cnedit!'  on  the  poAten,  ( St  no¬ 
ticed  that  gouA  paAt  two  poAtenA  didn't  mention  the  photognaphen  and 
wondened  ip  theAe  waA  ang  panticutaA  AeaAon  poA  thin.,  J 

D  undeAAtand  gou  one  alno  wAiting  up  Aomething  poA  the  bach  op 
the  poAteA  on  how  a  peAAon  can  hetp  the  btuebind  which  in.  in  much 
need  op  "human  heLp"  to  Aunvive ,  Srp  Sr  can  be  op  ang  heLp,  do  not 
heAtate  to  get  in  touch  with  me, 

Anothen  thought  -  aA  gou  know  Sr  get.  anound  a  Lot  thnoughout 
the  New  p^ng Land  AtateA  on  behaLp  of  the  btuebind  bg  giving  Lectune- 
Atid.e  pAogAamA  and  thin  gean  witi  atno  be  attending  the  Month  Ameni- 
can  btuebind  Societg a  annuat  meeting  the  end  op  Octoben  in  Ohtahoma, 
Srp  y  waA  "  anmedS'  with  poAtenn,  Sr'm  Aune  Sr  can  get  donationn  fon  a 
beauttpjuL  btuebind  poAtenJ  St  know  othen  Atate  have  done  thin. 


Co-Chairmen, 

Education  Committee 
Bryan  R.  Shantz 
Lacombe,  Alberta 
Reid  Caldwell 
Lucas,  OH 

Historian 

Dottie  Foy 

Chairman, 

Development  Committee 

Ann  T.  Sturm 
Barnesvllle,  MD 


St  ouaa  poA  the  bLuebindnl 


Lit  J iteA  -  VaAt  iJ neAident 


On,  JhomaA  Jnench,  HaaSl,  DinectoA  ,  .  _ 

Li  a.  bnadpond  DLodpet,  State  (JAnithoLogint 
L\a,  Kant  S  chang,  L hotognaphen 
Month  Amenican  btuebind  Societg 
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NATURAL  HERITAGE  &  ENDANGERED  SPECIES  PROGRAM 


OCT.  1,  1987 


MASSACHUSETTS  GK0WH&3  MORE  CONCERNED  WITH 
ENDANG31RED  SPECIES  GC^EEKVATIGN 

With  tax  season  far  behind,  it's  quite  evident  to  the  biologists  of  the  Natural 
Heritage  &  Endangered  Species  Program,  that  people  of  Massachusetts  are  becoming 
increasingly  more  concerned  with  the  status  and  health  of  our  state's  rare  and 
endangered  wildlife. 


ihe  Non  game  Wildlife  Fund  received  $417,811  from  Massachusetts  tax  payers  this 
year.  This  marks  a  record  high  for  the  five  year  old  fund.  Since  1983,  citizens 
nave  been  given  the  opportunity  to  contribute  part  of  their  tax  refund  to  help 
rare  and  endangered  wildlife  like  the  piping  plover,  bald  eagle,  and  hundreds 
or  rare  plants  and  animals  in  Massachusetts. 


Massachusetts  is  only  one  of  38  states  nationwide,  that  has  chosen  to  utilize 

a  state  tax  "check-off"  to  obtain  funding  for  wildlife  research,  management ",  and 
habitat  acquisition . 


Ihis  year's  total  of  $417,811  follows  three  years  of  declining  funds 
Nongarne  Wildlife  fund.  From  a  first  year  figure  of  $388,791  in  1983, 
Wildlife  Fund  slipped  to  a  low  of  $260,308  in  1986. 


for  the 
the  Non game 


j.he  recent  increase  in  funding  however,  is  a  welcome  sign  to  Program  biologists 
of  the  Natural  Heritage  &  Endangered  Species  Program. 


Ic‘s  a  positive  indication  that  people  are  becxr/dng  more,  and  more  concerned 
with  endangered  species  observation, "  said  Dr.  Tom  French,  Director  of  the 
Prcgxran  and  Assistant  Director  for  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife .  ” 

Gur  whole  Program  is  based  cn  the  money  we  raise  through  voluntary  contribution 

and  the  state  tax  'check-off'  is  by  far  cur  biggest  source  of  inccsiK,  n  stated 
French. 


s. 


Wrth  the  1987  tax  season  right  around  the  comer,  the  Nongame  Wildlife  Fund 
could  realize  even  more  funding  from  state  tax  payers.  Due  to  the  passage  of 
Chapter  570  of  Massachusetts  State  Law  in  1986,  everyone,  even  citizens  with 
a  tax  liability  will  be  eligible  to  contribute  to  the  Non  game  Wildlife  fund  on 
their  state  tax  form. 

This  wi_j_l  give  the  Fund  an  additional  300,000  potential  contributors,  and  with 
any  luck,  more  money  available  for  endangered  species  conservation 'in  Massachusetts. 


An  Outright  Gift  to  Wildlife 

With  the  end  of  the  year  approaching  and  new  tax  laws  ahead,  many  people 
are  asking  about  year-end  giving.  A  donation  to  the  Nongame  Wildlife  Fund 
is  a  special  way  of  becoming  part  of  the  growing  program  to  encourage  and 
assist  wildlife  in  Massachusetts.  To  date,  the  nongame  fund  has  helped: 

—  support  the  restoration  of  bald  eagles  in  Massachusetts 

— establish  a  sanctuary  for  Plymouth  red-bellied  turtles  found  only 
in  southeastern  Massachusetts 

—  bring  back  peregrine  falcons  which  last  nested  in  the  Commonwealth 
in  1951 

—  set  up  nesting  platforms  for  osprey 

—  conduct  inventory  of  great  blue  heron  rookeries  and  bat  wintering  caves 

—  protect  such  rare  plants  as  the  small-whorled  Pogonia,  a  variety  of 
orchid,  or  the  silverling,  found  only  on  an  island  in  the  Merrimack 

—  monitor  the  breeding  of  fragile  salamander  populations 

—  establish  houses  for  bluebirds 


Give  a  gift  that  will  keep  on  giving  join  the  team  working  for  wildlife 
in  Massachusetts.  Donations  should  be  made  to  the  Nongame  Wildlife  Fund, 
ivision  of  Fisehries  and  Wildlife,  100  Cambridge  Street,  Boston,  MA  02202. 


August  §0. 


pfcreu  Xillian  1.  Files 
hprdswept  _ Acres  . 

lyngshoro*  ."Mass*  t)l^S 

[Bear  IMrs*  Files 9 

Ihe  Westminster  Bxtb  Accents  wish  to  extend  their  appreciation 
.Tor  the  wonderful  program.  yon  presented  on  Bnnday* 

-Both  the  hoys  and  their  parents  seemed  really  interested  in 
looter  '‘Very  worthwhile  activity*  I  hope  we  can  eontinne  with  a 
|  program  later  this  year  to  hull!  houses  and  place  them  In  the 
conservation  area  in  the  springy 

♦ 

1  look  forward  to  seeing  you  on  our  trail. 


BIracerely, 


/ 


.  • '  s  v  /  ■»  > 


y 


"/7 


3ahe  .P*  Snyder 
hhairp'erson  -Pack  33 
.Westmins  ter  XJ.ub  Scouts 


Karl  Schanz  picture 
used  on  1987 


Mass,  Wildlife  poster 


Mr.  Karl  Schanz 
19  Westland  Drive 
Tewksbury,  MA  01876 


Dear  Mr.  Schanz: 

I  wanted  to  commend  and  thank  you  for  your  donation  of  the  bluebird  slide 
for  use  on  our  1987  Massachusetts  Nongame  and  Endangered  Species  Program 
promotional  poster.  As  you  may  be  aware,  Liliam  Files  and  I  lobbied  hard  to 
get  the  bluebird  on  the  state  poster,  and  your  magnificent  photograph  surely 
helped  tip  the  balance!  We  all  thank  you. 


Response  to  the  poster  has  been  very  positive  and  quite  a  demand  for 
copies  has  arisen.  Enclosed  are  one-half  dozen  copies  for  you.  It  is  my 
understanding  that  Dwight  Galler  in  Boston  is  shipping  you  a  larger  supply. 
If  you  do  not  receive  a  supply  from  him  in  the  near  future,  please  advise 
me  and  I  will  be  certain  that  they  are  promptly  mailed  to  you. 


Thank  you  for  your  interest  and  support  of  our  programs. 


Sincerely, 


Bradford  G.  Blodget 
State  Ornithologist 

BGB/mh 
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but  you  do  it  with  style! 
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TYNGSBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY 


Calendar  of  Programs  for  1906-1387 

Meetings  aro  hold  at  Dunstable  Congregational  Church' (Routo  113) 

on  the  First ' Thursday  oi’tho  rnontfTaT^?  :30’P.M.  '  :  v 

Opon  to  the  Public. ...... .  .Bring  a  friend.  -f ....... .Refreshments  .  J  ' 

<HKHHHHW<HHHHHKHHHKHKHH^>{HHHHHHHKKKHKKKKKKHKKKKHKHKHKKHHKKHHHHHKHHKKHKKHHrfHKH^HK« 

9/4/86  THROUGH  the  SEASONS  with  THOREAU  by  Albert  Bussowltz 

A1  Busscwitz  of  Jamaica  Plain  is  a  well-known  naturalist  photographor 
and  toachor.  Ho  i3  active  in  the  Now  England  Botanical  Club,  a  Master 
Member  of  the  How  England  Camora  Club,  and  has  beon  elected  Lifo  Member 
of  tho  Mus3.  Audubon  Society.  He  is  an  instrudtor  at  the  Arnold  Arboretum 
Habitat  and  tho  Now  England  Wlldflowor  Society.  He  also  i3  a  Past  Presi¬ 
dent  of  tho  international  Thoroau  Socioty.  His  slide  program  is  a  visual¬ 
ly  oriented  walk  through  tho  year  with  Thoroau  (the  writer,  naturalist, 
and  philosopher )  based  on  excerpt3  and  material  derived  from  his  Journals. 
Sensitively  selected-  slides  taken  in  territory  traveled  by  Thoroau. 


10/2/86  THE  NATURE  of  THINGS  by  Michael  Vldetta 

Michael  Videatta  of  Lynn  i3  a  Master  Momber  of  tho  New  England  Camora  Club 
and  tho  Photographic  Socioty  of  America.  He  has  judged  international  com¬ 
petitions  in  color 'slides  and  black  £:  white  prints  on  both  nature  and 
pictorial  subjects.  Ho  received  a  top* award  from  the  Photographic  Society 
of  America  primarily  for  his  lecturing,  slide  show  presentations  and  his 
services  in  Judging  both  black  &  white  prints  and  color  slides.  This 
slide  program  is  an  insight  into  varied  facets  of  Nature  through  spring, 
summer,  autumn  and  winter. 


11/6/86  WATCHING  BIRDS  at  YOUR  FEEDER  by  Don  &  Llll&ln  Stokes 

Don  &  Lillian  Stokos  of  Carlisle  aro  well-known  authors  of  tho  nationally 
acclaimed  and  innovative  nature  guide  series  called  Stokes  Naturo  Guides 
which  includes  three  volumes  of  A  Guido-  to  Bird  Bohavior.  'Fhoy  also  writo 
a  column  for  Bird  Watcher 's  Dig e's t  a rid  "do" ~a~r tic  1  o~s  appearing  in  Cornell 
Laboratory  of  Ornithology » s'  Clving  Bird  Quarterly.  Thoir  slide/talk  pro¬ 
gram  will  bo  on  fascinating  boliavior  of  your  favorite  fccdor  birds.  Learn 
how  to  toll  male  from  f  cmai  Chiclcadoos ,  why  Cardinals  dust^  how  to  soo 
Nuthatch  winter  courtship,  a3  well  qs  the  function  of  Woodpecker  drumming, 
tho  social  organization  of  your  Junco  flock  and  much  more. 


3/5/87  ELY  with  the  EAGLES  by  Jack  Swddborg 

Jack  Swedberg  has  pursued  wildlife  photographer 'for  over  35  years,  the  last 
15  as  Senior  Wildllfo  Photographer  for  tho  Mass.  Div,  of  Fisheries  &  Wlld- 
lifo.  His  work  has  been* published  in  Audubon,  National  Wildlife,  Yankee 
Magazine,  Field  &  Stream,  Sports  Afield  and  many  other  publications';  He 
ms  produc’cd  i6  ova  wUdlifo  footage  "for  Nova,  tho  Naturo  Conservany,  Keg 
Productions  and  tho  NEW  Film  Company.  Ho- Has  presented  hundreds  of  ill us - 
irated  lectures  to  civic,  conservation  and  sportmenis  groups  throughout 
the  Northeast,  For  tho  past  fivo  years  ho  has  served  a3  project  leader 
for  tho  translocation  of  Bald  Eagles  to  Massachusetts  from  Canada. 


4/2/87  WILDLIFE  COMMUTER  by  Mark  Wilson 

•  * 

Mark  Wilson  of  Dunstable,  a  favorite  club  momber,  has  given  us  many  ex¬ 
cellent  programs 'in  the  past  and  wo  are  glad  t  o  wolcorao  him  back  after  a 
two-year  absence.  He  now  works  in  the  Photography  Department  for  tho 
Boston  Globo,  He  has  worked  a  two-year  apprenticeship  with  Leonard  Rue  III 
tho  "Father  of  Magazino  Wilflifo  Photography".  Mark«s  photographs  have 
appoarod  in  National  Wild lifo.  National  Goographic ,  Outdoor  Life,  Living 
Bird  Quarterly,  Natural  }li story.  Outdoor  Photographer  and  many  other  pub¬ 
lications.  Ho  also  won  tho  19bl  boston  CTlobo  Fitzgerald  Award  for  Photo¬ 
journalism.  Como  moot  and  soo  tho  v/ildlifo  ho  oncountors. 


5/5/87  POT-POURRI  NIGHT  by  YOU! 


Help  us  colobrato  our  annual  mooting  by  bringing  in  slides,  prints,  poetry j 
articlos,  spocimcntfs,  "otc,  to  shard  with  us  on  any  naturo-oriontod  subject. 


HHHHHHHHKHKHHHKHHHKHHHHHHHHHHKHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHKHHHKHHKHHXHKXHHKHHHHHriKKW-IKHHHH.’ 


m,  For  further  information  on  tho  above  and  other  activities,  kindly  contact: 

#  * 

Iauron  Chaney,  President  649-7268  Joyce  Marlnol,  Treasurer  597-8608 

Lil  Files,  Program  Cliairman  692-2520 


INFORMATION  on  BIEDWALKS:  Kindly  contac-d  our  club  leaders.  Bill  L  May  Karris-  of 
Nashua"/  iMi/’(60o")  081-9539 .  Birdv/allci  aro  usually  announced  by  Bill  at  our 
montl^moetings  and  in  local  nowspapors. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES;  $5,00  for  single  membership  and  $8.00  for  family  membership 


I assapoag  nome  ror  fewer  o  ue 
rid  conservationists  want  to  know 


By  ROBERT  GAVIN 
Sun  Staff 


' 


THE  SUN,  Lowell,  Mass.,  Wednesday,  August  13,  1986 


H H , 


TYNGSBORO  -  A  sudden, 
[sharp  decline  in  the  blue 
Iheron  population  of  the  Lake 
massapoag  area  has  state 
lwildlife  officials  puzzled.  And 
Isome  area  conservationists 
(are  worried  that  encroaching 
[development  is  threatening 
this  valuable  wildlife  habitat 
According  to  state  ornitho¬ 
logist  Brad  Blodgett,  the 
(population  of  nesting  pairs  at 
Khe  Massapoag  blue  heron 
|rookery,  an  isolated  pond  near 
|Lake  Massapoag,  declined  by 
|almost  60  percent  since  last 
year. 

In  his  annual  census, 
|Blodgett  this  year  recorded 
|about  24  nesting  pairs.  Last 
|year  there  were  about  63,  he 
lsaid. 

‘It’s  quite  a  rapid  decline, 
|but  you  don’t  know  why,” 
|Blodgett  said.  “I  haven’t 
(finished  investigating.” 

Mark  Wilson  of  Dunstable,  a 
[wildlife  photographer  who  , 
[helped  in  the  census,  says  he’s 
concerned  that  the  sudden  de- 
cline  could  signal  the  local 
heron  population  is  in  trouble. 

“There’s  a  signal  that  some¬ 
thing  might  not  be  right,  but 
what  it  is,  it’s  hard  to  say,”  said 
Wilson.  “It’s  too  early  to  really 
say  why,  but  it’s  never  to  early 
to  start  asking  questions. 

“If  we  keep  an  eye  on  them 
|next  year,  and  they  decline 
|  more,  we  might  have  to  worry,” 
Iwilson  said. 

■ 

|  Largest  of  its  breed 

The  blue  heron  is  the  largest 
[of  its  breed  in  North  America, 
[standing  up  to  four  feet  tall 
(with  wing  spans  that  reach 
seven  feet.  In  flight,  the  blue 
ieron  cuts  a  majestic  figure, 
fits  head  folded  on  shoulders 
£tnd  the  broad  wingspan  beat- 
ng  slowly  in  the  air. 


■ 
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Blue-grey  in  color,  except 
for  white  around  the  head  and 
ecks  of  adults,  herons’  plum- 
ge  is  most  striking  during 
ourting  periods  when  they  try 
o  attract  mates.  They  nest  in 
e  dead  white  pines  of  the 
ry,  according  to  Wilson. 
k  gett  said  it’s  too  early  to 
7  alarms  about  the  Tyng- 
sboro  heron  colony,  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  state. 

“It’s  not  that  unusual  at 
these  colonies,”  he  said  of  the 
sudden  decline.  “They’re  used 
tp  shifting  rapidly  and  moving 
to  other  places  when  there  are 
better  places  or  more  food.” 


For  now,  Blodgett  is  dis¬ 
counting  concerns  that  de¬ 
velopment  is  driving  away  the 
herons. 

He  suspects  the  flight  of  the 
herons  is  related  to  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  a  family  of 
beavers  that  created  the  rook- 
ry  pond  by  damming  a 


stream.  Th*f  long-legged 
herons  feed  by  slowly  wading 
through  water  and  spearing 
fish  and  amphibious  wildlife 
with  their  long,  sharp  beaks. 

But  the  dam,  apparently 
abandoned,  is  in  disrepair. 
The  water  level  in  the  rookery 
is  low,  perhaps  affecting  the 
herons’  feeding  grounds. 

‘I’m  more  inclined  to  think 
it  has  something  to  do  with  the 
beaver  colony,”  Blodgett  said. 
“The  water  level  was  managed 
by  the  beavers.  The  beavers 
are  the  boss  in  there. 


. 


should  be  acceptable  to  the 
herons,”  he  said. 

The  rookery  is  about  a  mile 
from  Scribner  Hill  Estates,  an 
approved  150-unit  subdivision 
that’s  still  under  construction. 

According  to  Wilson,  con¬ 
struction  probably  won’t 
affect  the  rookery,  but  the  in¬ 
creased  human  presence 
could.  Intrusions  into  the 
habitat  by  curious  children 
and  others  could  drive  the 
birds  away,  he  said. 

“It’s  important  that  develop¬ 
ment  doesn’t  come  any  clos¬ 
er,”  said  Wilson,  a  former  Sun 
photographer.  “Right  now,  it’s 
fairly  isola 


in  streams  that  feed  into  the 
lake.  Coliform  is  a  bacteria 
found  in  sewage  and  human 
and  animal  waste. 


Charles  Panagiotakos  o 
Frontier  Research  is  conduct¬ 
ing  water  quality  tests  on  the 
lake  and  its  tributaries  for  the 
Tyngsboro  Board  of  Health 
the  Dunstable  Conservation 
Commission  and  the  Massa 
poag  Rod  and  Gun  Club. 


fairly  isolated  and  we  have  to 


return  or  reintroduc¬ 
tion  of  beavers  could  be  the 
anwser  to  the  declining  heron  keep'  that  way.  We  don’t  want 
population.  to  lose  them  (the  herons). 

“It’s  my  personal  opinion  if  The  reported  decline  in 
we  have  good  water  in  the  herons  in  the  Lake  Massapoag 


Panagiotakos  said  he  found 
particularly  high  coliform 
counts  in  two  Tyngsboro 
streams,  Sargents  and  Hall- 
berg. 


v-  ■ 


the  heronry  will  be  used  and  it  covery  of  high  coliform  counts 


If! HU 
mm®  i  - 
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pond  and  a  good  food  supply,  area  coincides  with  the  dis- 


Aecording  to  Panagiotakos 
who  has  taken  three  samples 
at  the  streams,  there’s  not 
enough  data  to  determine 
whether  the  coliform  is  a  prob¬ 
lem  or  an  aberration. 


■x/: 


The  “tests  showed  coliform 
counts  higher  than  you  would 
expect  to  find,  but  it  doesn’t 
mean  a  heck  of  a  lot,”  he  said. 
“What  I  advised  is  sampling  on 
a  regular  basis  and  then  you 
might  determine  whether  it’s 
natural  or  man-made. 


“If  you  have  a  steady,  high 
amount  of  coliform  in  the 
stream,  then  And  out  where 
it’s  happening,”  he  said. 

Tyngsboro  health  officials 
are  waiting  to  see  “if  a  pattern 
is  being  set,”  according  to  the 
board’s  secretary. 


Blodgett  said  it’s  unlikely 
the  coliform  counts  would 
affect  the  herons.  In  fact,  nut¬ 
rients  from  the  waste  could 
help  plant  life  to  thrive  and 
improve  the  habitat,  he  said. 


“We’ll  be  watching  the 
(heron)  colony  for  the  next  few 
years,”  Blodgett  said.  “They 
may  come  back.  It’s  unpredict¬ 
able  and  "we  don’t  have  any 
control  over  it. 


“Naturally,  you’d  hate  to  see 
a  colony  leave  the  area.  It’s  a 
fabulous  living  resource.” 
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orth  American  Bluebird  Society,  Inc. 
Box  6295 


Silver  Spring,  MD  20906-0295 
301-384-2798 


Founder 

Larry  Zeleny 

President 

Sadie  Dorber 
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ANNUAL  MEETING 

NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 
WAGONER,  OKLAHOMA 
OCTOBER  18,  1986 


Vice  President 

Thomas  M.  Tait 

Treasurer 

Delos  C.  Dupree 

Recording  Secretary 

Mark  Raabe 


At  1:00  pm,  President  Sadie  Dorber  called  to  order 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society 
with  a  quorum  of  members  present.  The  meeting  was  held  in 
the  conference  room  of  the  Western  Guest  Hills  Ranch. 


Corresponding  Secretary 

Joseph  G.  Tait 

Directors 

Frances  Hanes 
Utica,  NY 
Steven  Den 
Bellvue,  CO 

Kendrick  Y.  Hodgden 
Lavale,  MD 
Tom  Hodgson 
Jackson,  Ml 
Alexandra  Samaras 
Wilton,  NH 
Earl  Gillis 
Newburg,  OR 
Robert  O.  Braley 
Omemee,  Ontario 
Ron  Kingston 
Springfield,  VA 


The  first  order  of  business  was  the  election  of 
Officers  and  Board  Members.  At  the  direction  of  the  Chair, 
the  following  occurred:  Mark  Raabe  read  to  the  membership 
the  pertinent  portions  of  Article  VI  of  the  By-Laws  covering 
elections.  Thereafter,  Chairman  of  the  Nominations  Committee 


Lillian  Files,  presented 
had  previously  been  sent 
is  attached  hereto.  Mrs.  Files 
noting  that  Paulette  Badman  had 
place  the  Nominations  Committee 
John  N.  Samaras  of  Wilton,  N.H. 


the  report  of  the  Committee,  which 
to  the  membership  and  a  copy  of  which 
amended  the  mail-out  by 
to  withdraw  and  that  in  her 
was  offerins  the  name  of  Mrs. 


NOMINATING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


Dr.  Shirl  Brunell 
Texarkana,  AR 
John  Findlay  III 
Birmingham,  AL 
John  Judy 
Knoxville,  TN 

Duncan  j.  Mackintosh  of  Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts,  immediate  past  president  of  NABS  is  Chairman  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  She  was  assisted  by 
Lethbridge,  Alberts  Art  Aylesworth,  of  Ronan,  MontanaTTpast  Director  of  NABS.  The  following  slate  is  submitted: 


It  is  the  duty  of  the  N'.A.B.S.  Nominating  Committee  to  submit  a  slate  of  candidates  for  the  five  elective  offices  of  the  Society 
to  serve  one-year  terms  and  according  to  Article  III:  Board  of  Directors,  Section  1  of  the  By-Laws  to  elect  four  (4)  Directors  for  a 
one  (1)  year  term,  four  (4)  Directors  for  a  two  (2)  year  term,  and  four  (4)  Directors  for  a  three  (3)  year  term.  Mrs.  Lillian  Lund  Files, 


Nominating  Committee 

Lillian  Lund  Files,  MA OFFICERS 
Art  Aylesworth,  MT 

Myrna  Pearman,  Albe  President:  Sadie  Dorber,  Vestal,  NY  (incumbent) 

Vice  President:  Thomas  Tait,  Silver  Spring,  MD  (incumbent) 


Speakers  Bureau 

Jerry  Newman,  MD 

Executive  Director 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 


Treasurer:  Delos  C.  Dupree,  Elkridge,  MD  (incumbent) 

Recording  Secretary:  Mark  Raabe,  Alexandria,  VA  (incumbent) 
Corresponding  Secretary:  Joseph  Tait,  Beltsville,  MD  (incumbent) 


Nominees  for  two-year  term  expiring  1988: 

Paulette  S.  Badman,  Poolesville,  MD  (incumbent) 
Earl  Gillis,  Newburg,  OR  (incumbent) 

Robert  O.  Braley,  Omemee,  Ontario  (incumbent) 
Ron  E.  Kingston,  Springfield,  VA  (incumbent) 

Nominees  for  three-year  term  expiring  1989: 


Nominees  for  one-year  terms  expiring  1987: 
Joanne  K.  Solem  _  TT 

Frances  Hanes,  Utica,  NY  (incumbent) 

Research  Committee  Steven  Den,  Laport,  CO  (incumbent) 

George  Hurst,  ms  Kendrick  Y.  Hodgden,  Lavale,  MD  (incumbent) 
Tom  Hodgson,  Jackson,  MI  (incumbent) 

Bryan  Shantz,  Alberta  ' 

David  Wingate,  Bermuda 


Dr.  Shirl  Brunell,  Texarkana,  AR 
John  Findlay  III,  Birmingham,  AL 
John  M.  Judy,  Knoxville,  TN  (incumbent) 
Duncan  J.  MacKintOsh,  Lethbridge,  Alberta 


Education  Committee 

Bryan  Shantz,  Chairman 
Richard  M.  Tuttle,  OH 
John  M.  Judy,  TN 


Shirl  Brunell  has  a  background  which  includes  a  successful  career  as  a  beauty  queen  and  television  personality.  Today  Dr. 
Brunell  is  a  respected  clinical  psychologist,  a  renowned  naturalist  and  a  prizewinning  photographer.  Shirl  Brunell  has  written  a  new 
book  I  Hear  Bluebirds,  which  is  available  through  NABS. 


eveiopment  Committe 

David  H.  Pardoe,  Chairmt 

Special  Projects 

Richard  Dolesh,  MD 

Historian 

Bob  Bodine,  PA 


John  Findlay  III  is  retired  from  a  career  as  a  representative  of  a  medical  supply  company.  He  has  been  active  in  bluebirding  for 
many  years,  both  in  trail  work  and  in  publicizing  the  cause  of  Bluebird  Conservation.  He  experienced  the  honor  of  having  the  mayor 
of  Birmingham,  Alabama  declare  Friday,  December  6,  1985  as  “John  Findlay  III  Day”  in  Birmingham  to-urge  citizens  “to  note 
the  value  of  his  endeavors  to  the  enrichment  of  our  lives.” 


Duncan  Mackintosh,  a  native  of  Scotland,  lives  in  Lethbridge,  Alberta,  where  he  has  been  a  guiding  light  to  Mountain  Blue¬ 
bird  conservation.  Along  with  Art  Aylesworth,  of  Montana,  he  founded  Mountain  Bluebird  Trails,  which  group  has  been  the  recip¬ 
ient  of  NABS  Outstanding  Achievement  Award. 
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Shirl  entertaining  us  by 
playing  her  musical  saw. 


Dr. Shirl  Brunell  from 
Arkansas  and  mys- elf 


Andre  Dion  from  Montreal 


Cai ada  &  Larry  Zelany  from 
Maryland  (our  founder) 


Charlotte  Jernigan  from 
Oklahoma  and  myself 
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THE  CAPE  COD  MUSEUM 
OF  NATURAL  HISTORY 

RR  1,  ROUTE  6A 
BREWSTER, MA.  02631 


MEETINGS: 

^ring  BackThe bluebirds " '  ”{,111  ianVl J  MUSem  °f  NatUral  HiSt< 
North  American  Bluebird  Society,  will  d^cusf  heTfavomf 


Monday  12 


Bird  Club  Activities.  The  cape  cod  Bird  ciub 

will  hold  a  bird  walk  at  9  am,  meeting  at  the  lower  parking 
lot  at  Fort  Hill,  Eastham.  The  leader  will  be  Mike 
O’Connor.  At  7:45  pm  Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society,  will  give  a  talk  called 
“Bring  Back  The  Bluebirds”  at  the  Cape  Cod  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  Route  6A,  Brewster. 


ty  Lutheran  Church  on  Western  Ave.,  Mrs.  Files  will 
have  slides,  blue  bird  houses,  eggs,  nesting  boxes  for  a 
complete  program  on  attracting  these  colorful  birds  to 
your  yard.  Suggested  donation,  $1,  guests  are  very 
welcome.  For  information:  254-2035. 
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North  American  Loon  Fund 

RR  4  Box  240C,  High  Street  •  Meredith,  New  Hampshire  03253 

Telephone  (603)279-6163 


TRUSTEES: 

JANE  ARBUCKLE  -  Treasurer 
Maine  Audubon  Society 
Falmouth,  ME 

JOHN  BISSONETTE  -  2nd  Vice  Chairman 

Utah  State  University 

Logan,  UT 

RONALD  DODSON 

Audubon  Wildlife  Committee 

Delmar,  NY 

DAVID  EWERT 

The  Nature  Conservancy 

Lansing,  Ml 

JEFFREY  FAIR 

Audubon  Society  of  NH 

Meredith,  NH 

CARROLL  HENDERSON 

Dept,  of  Natural  Resources 

St.  Paul,  MN 

ROBERT  HESS 

Michigan  Dept.  Nat.  Resources 
Lansing,  Ml 
JEROME  JACKSON 
Mississippi  University 
Jackson,  MS 
THOMAS  KLEIN 
Ashland,  Wl 
SARAH  LAUGHLIN 
Vermont  Inst.  Natural  Science 
Woodstock,  VT 

judith  mcintyre 

Oikos  Research  Foundation 
Uitca,  NY 

MARTIN  McNICHOLL 
Long  Point  Bird  Observatory 
Port  Rowan,  Ontario,  CAN 
IOLA  PRICE 

Canadian  Wildlife  Service 
Ottawa,  CAN 
NANCY  RICHARDS 
Duxbury,  MA 
PAUL  STRONG 
Wisconsin  Proj.  Loon  Watch 
Ashland,  Wl 

SCOTT  SUTCLIFFE  ■  1st  Vice  Chairman 
Cornell  Lab.  of  Ornith. 

Ithaca,  NY 

GUY  A.  SWENSON  -  Clerk 
Concord,  NH 
CHARLES  TROST 
Idaho  State  University 
Pocatello,  ID 

RAWSON  L.  WOOD  -  Chairman 
Center  Harbor,  NH 

TRUSTEE  EMERITUS: 

OLIN  S.  PETTENGILL,  JR. 

Wayne,  ME 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR: 

DAVID  S.  SEVERANCE 
NALF  -  Meredith,  NH 


February  16,  1987 

Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Lillian, 


It  was  a  pleasure  to  meet  you  at  the  recent  Mass, 
nongame  wildlife  meeting  and  hear  of  your  excellent 
work  in  protecting  the  bluebird.  Congradulations  on 
your  campaign  to  have  the  bluebird  selected  for  this 
year's  poster.  Perhaps  we'll  see  the  loon  on  an  upcoming 
poster! 


I  have  enclosed  a  bit  of  our  literature  per  your 
request  at  the  meeting. 


Very  truly /yours , 


David  S.  Severance 


Enc/nm 


MUSEUM  OF  COMPARATIVE  ZOOLOGY 

The  Agassiz  Museum 


HARVARD  UNIVERSITY  .  CAMBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02138  .  TEL.  617  495-2466 


12  February  1987 


Mrs.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Mrs.  Files: 

Thank  you  for  the  information  on  bluebird  houses  and  your 
suggestions  as  to  how  to  discourage  raccoons  from  destroying 
my  tree  swallow  nests. 

I  have  not  tried  a  predator  guard  over  the  hole,  as  all 
my  boxes  are  front-opening  and  equipped  with  triggers  and 
shutters  for  capturing  the  adults.  As  I  replace  the  boxes, 

I  shall,  of  course,  give  the  guard  a  try. 

Out  of  75  boxes,  I  usually  get  one  occupied  by  bluebirds, 
and  so  far  haven* t  lost  any  to  coons.  Maybe  swallows  taste  better. 


Ver 


Raymond  A.  Paynter,  Jr. 
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ACRES 


NASHUA  VALLEY  CHAPTER 
WOMEN  OUTDOORS 


MAY  16  Saturday  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  bird  walk  with  Bill 


Harris.  Meet  at  Lillian  Files  home  on  Scribner  Hill  Road,  Tyngsboro  at 


l8:30-9am.  Call  Lillian  at  692-2520 


Special  birdwalk  scheduled  fori 
Saturday,  May  16 


eastern  bluebird,  unfor¬ 
tunately  a  rare  siting  in  this 
area.  At  9  the  bird  walk  will 
move  to  nearby  Lake 
Massapoag  to  see  warblers,! 
bank  swallows,  and  others. 
The  public  is  welcome  to  at¬ 
tend.  Dress  appropriately 
for  the  weather  and  fon 
walking.  Don’t  forget  youn 
binoculars! 

For  further  information! 
or  directions  call  692-2520  on 
1603)  881 -9639.  □ 


TGBO-The 

Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society’s  bird  walk  leader 
Bill  Harris  is  pleased  to  an¬ 
nounce  a  very  special  walk 
to  see  bluebirds  and 
warblers  in  Tyngsboro.  The 
walk  on  Saturday,  May  16, 
begins  at  the  home  of  Lil 
Files,  Windswept  Acres,  on 
Scribner  Road  in  Tyngsboro 
at  8:30  am. 

There  birders  will  see  the 


Bwe  look  for  the  real  harbinger  of  Spring - the  Eastern  Blue- 

blrd.In  the  last  few  years, thanks  to  Lil  Piles  we’ve  never  failed  to  see 
this  beautiful  bird  getting  ready  for  the  nesting  season. While  at  the  Piles 
properity  we  usually  spot  other  migrating  birds. Then  we’ll  go  to  the  Mass¬ 
apoag  area  for  different  birds  in  a  different  habitat. 

All  bird  walks  start  off  by  meeting  in  the  Caldor  parking  lot  at  Drum 
Hill. Meet  at  8  A.M.at  the  end  overlooking  Route  3. Bring  lunch,  binocs  and 


Bird  Society’s 


final  meeting  of 
season  May  7 

The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  will  hold  its  final 
meeting  of  the  Spring  ‘87 
season  on  Thursday,  May  7, 
at  7:30  pm  in  the  Dunstable 
Congregational  Church  on 
Route  113.  Traditionally, 
the  finals  spring  meeting  is  a 
night  of  sharing  pictures, 
specimens,  poetry,  etc.  on 
any  nature  oriented  subject. 
This  year’s  Potpourri  Night 
will  feature  the  music  of 
Lauren  Chaney,  club  presi¬ 
dent,  and  Lucy  Kennedy.  At 
the  previous  meeting  of  the 
bird  club,  Mrs.  Chaney  took 
requests  from  the  audience 
for  tunes  with  some  mention 
of  birds  in  the  lyrics.  She 
promised  to  focus  a  duet  on 
this  theme  on  May  7.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  club’s  president 
said  she  intends  to  bring  two 
feathered  visitors  with  her. 
Both  are  injured  birds  that 
are  being  rehabilitated  to 
return  them  to  nature.  One 
| is  a  hawk,  the  other. ..well, 

I  for  more  details  come  to  the 
meeting.  There  are  certain  to 
be  slides  from  Mark  Wilson, 
Bill  Harris,  and  Lil  Files  as 
well.  What  are  you  bring¬ 
ing?  _ 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


Thursday,  March  5th,  7:30  p.m.  at  the 
Dunstable  Congregational  Church  (Route  113) 
in  Dunstable.  Open  to  the  Public.  Bring 
a  friend.  Free  of  charge. 


FLY  with  the  EAGLES  by  Jack  Swedberg 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE  - - 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 


APRIL  21,  1987 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  REFUGE  MANAGER 

GREAT  MEADOWS  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGE 
WEIR  HILL  ROAD 

SUDBURY,  MASSACHUSETTS  01776 
(617)  443-4661 


BLUEBIRD  PROGRAM  SET  AT  REFUGE 


On  Wednesday,  May  6  at  7:00pm  Great  Meadows  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
will  host  a  slide  presentation  entitled,  "Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds". 

Ms.  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro ,  Massachusetts  will  conduct  the 
program  at  the  Weir  Hill  Visitor  Center  north  off  Lincoln  Road  in  Sudbury. 

Files,  past  President  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  and  the 

i 

Tyngsboro  Society,  has  been  lecturing  on  bluebirds  for  many  years  through¬ 
out  New  England.  She  maintains  and  monitors  an  extensive  Bluebird  Trail 
and  has  had  bluebirds  on  her  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  over  45  years. 

On  May  6,  Files  will  discuss  the  bluebirds'  plight  and  "effective 
Bluebird  Conservation".  A  pair  of  mounted  bluebirds,  nests,  eggs, 
nesting  boxes,  books  and  pamphlets  will  be  displayed. 

The  program  will  be  offered  free  of  charge.  For  further  information 
contact  Cheryl  Branagan  at  (617)443-4661. 


BRING  BACK  the  BLUEBIRDS 

One  hour  lecture  slide  program  on  Bluebirds 


JLilltatt,  Jland 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  6 
7  :00PM 

WEIR  HILL  VISITOR  CENTER* 
NORTH  OFF  LINCOLN  ROAD  IN  SUDBURY 


LIL  FILES,  Past  President  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  and  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  has  been 
lecturing  on  Bluebirds  for  many  years 
throughout  New  England.  She 
maintains  and  monitors  an  extensive 
Bluebird  Trail  and  has  had  Bluebirds 
on  her  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  over 
45  years. 


ON  MAY  6 ,  JOIN  LIL  for  a  slide 
program  and  discussion  of  the 
"Bluebirds'  Plight"  and  "effective 
Bluebird  Conservation".  A  pair  of 
mounted  Bluebirds,  nests,  eggs, 
nesting  boxes,  books  and  pamphlets 
will  be  displayed. 


*  SPONSORED  BY: 


i 

GREAT  MEADOWS  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGE 


free  admission 


(£t//{(tn  (£und 

"BRING  BACK  the  BLUEBIRDS" 

Lil  Files  has  been  lecturing  on 
Bluebirds  for  many  years  throughout 
New  England.  She  maintains /monitors 
an  extensive  Bluebird  Trail  and  has 
had  Bluebirds  on  her  property  in 
Tyngsboro  for  over  45  years. 

On  Wednesday,  May  6  at  7:00pm,  Lil 
will  present  a  slide  program  at  the 
Weir  Hill  Visitor  Center  in  Sudbury. 
She  will  discuss  the  Bluebirds '  plight 
and  "effective  Bluebird  Conservation". 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 

Great  Meadows  National  Wildlife  Refuge 

Weir  Hill  Road 

Sudbury,  Massachusetts  01776 
May  12,  1987 


Ms.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts 


01879 


Dear  Ms.  Files: 

Thank  you  for  travelling  to  Great  Meadows  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  last  week  to  present  your  slide  program,  "Bring  Back 
the  Bluebirds".  Outdoor  Recreation  Planner  Cheryl  Branagan 
tells  me  you  dazzled  the  refuge  audience  May  6th!  Thank  you 
for  doing  such  a  fine  job,  and  for  scheduling  the  program  in 
the  midst  of  your  busiest  season. 

I  wish  you  continued  success  in  your  efforts  to  aid  the 
bluebird,  and  to  educate  the  public  in  matters  of  conservation 
Please  come  visit  us  at  Great  Meadows  if  your  travels  bring 
you  to  our  area. 


Sincerely  yours , 

V)  Qafy. 


Lloyd  A.  Culp, 
Refuge  Manager 


Jr 


<3 


in 


eti  <D 


i  ii* 


01 


«  &  5  J  g-p 

<d  <->  52  X  oi  fh 

=  ?< 


•*“«  w 

■gJI 


O) 


£ 


{£  co 

o  oi 

§&l 

.§  >>  I? 

ca  s>  6 

, ,  a> 

to 

S  5)w 

2  © 


*  ^ 

:  >>x>  £  co 

3X1  Si 

'  t<  X  2i  Q 


•*  £e 
_>  <5  n 
~  *:£ 


f'O 


0)  m  3 

C  a;  *3 


23 


>  in  3 

55,2 

■©  £  ccj 


fa  «»  60  « 

57  ;§  a  >>cb 

•S§  Ess 


01 


oi 


73** 


„  <13  ~  _ 


C3  ^ 
^O  ° 


oo 


•?  >*  § 

&.S8 

a  +3  <«-< 
a»  SR 

<+■>  CO  ^ 

°33 
S  £3 


•S’5 


01 


-2  S3  o 
y  mo 


:  g>4  v 


2  ^ 

2  «o 


x:  £ 

u  mh 


!fc  3  <y 

»•=§« 
X5  73  co  «*_( 
CO  01  ^  o 

•  3  73  "*  » 

5  ^33 

.3  Sis 

%  e  &  « 

- -  ^  w*v 

•  '  fcO 


•rl  t3  -fa  73 


2  --. 


Ill 


I’H  t; 

ox 

«  3=3  opS 
.5 


£•©  $5 


03 


dn  O 


3- 


'C  35 

01  CO 


C3 


00' 


+J  X  4-J  C 


fV.  <4—1  -*-*  S' 

■e  S  §  |  ’S 

§  !  =  I  ,§C  2  S 

»-3£i_Jcficfic3£c3 


cO 


X 


CO 


©S&£«£ 

l|Ifls 

|  a|0|-§ 


b  h  1)  3. 

S°3g 

fill 

S?!  h? 


0) 


c3 


41  ^35  sT 

£  >>  O  CD  -©  X3 
-  ff  ■U'C  4 

01  j£j  ©  ^  £ 

'| 5. e  o  r,  s 

i3s  §  || 

lifi^'l 

01  —  P  +J  **— * 

XX  £  k  a> 
X  fa  J-.  '  .3 

=  l5^.:  " 

•  sriM 


if  l-s 


•3-5  » 


<D  O  4J  01 
X-rt  (h  > 
■'  %  V  & 
^  »-G  Xh 


9i 


a. 


O  ”  -»->  C  3  T3  * 

£*  ^  I  3  &  §  ? 

•— i  s  o  c  SP>>c 


t-  T3  O  c-- 
►fa  01  32  co 
3X  13  73 
W  >  S-. 
^  •*-« 
Q<  CO  X> 


i|4« 

X  £  cq 
co  .  O 
“  w  ooy 

2 .2  c  2 

x7 

-uj  .  _  g  I 

§  3  2  X3 

§  5  ^  fe'S 

£t3  £>T3  §X5  01 

01  §  gSf  '  ^ 

5  co^f&fa 
5  fe  >»2  2  ^  > 

f54»-°2S0 

o  tn  d-1  01 ’2 

I!  ».-l!  i 

£  +*  g  *ss  2  S  3 

X  <t3  ^  ra  01  o 

OX  y  X  c 


00 


35 


01 


c3  w  c  c 
>?C  S3 
co  .2  fa 


1  -rt  xo  oi 


oi  ^  ob' 


co 


ilia 


Spi 

01  XI 


o  o  c  2 

f-* 


CO 


ca 


CO 


-30  0 

O  p,03  O 


01 


*3 


WW  —  WV  Vh 

s  as a  »i 

^  CJ  CD  XO 


•S 


4_J  ww 

a£ 


:  x:  .fa  oi  gs 

Mill 

i  co  7?  eg  01 

I  *35  X5  cs  > 
i  .fa  co  >>.  cO 
IS  O  gjz 

!  2  tof  co 
i  5.  -‘->  oi 

s "  aa 

si 

X5  ^  T3  3 


co  oi 


&  a  e 

■g  oo  g 

InH  & 


>  ^  co 

Xx£ 

8*5 

^1-1 
•  c3  x 
co  •r; 
01 

7"  co  <tj 
O  01  O 

X  S  ^ 

00  01  3 

.5  *43  © 

£3  co  _, 
in  y  ^ 
oi  a  2 

C  eg 
<*h 

n  n  71 


§  >J  Ji 

co  OC  3  5  § 

o  X  ^  O  O 
}-.  t3  <<H  5 

!s“4^ 

*  „C0  «  X3 
3  a,  7  co 

O  ^  -fa 

x  o  xi  £  o 

o  5  33  to  ^ 

3  c  ^ 

rtai 

oo  j  S“ 


c3  g  T3  .fa 
^  ^  x: 


’£  2 


3  o -SiS 


S  3  -fa  C 
d  ox  y 

ooiS^o 
3  o>  c3  co 

fc-  £h 

X  2  "5  ’3 
^x  c>o 

x  ^  §  2 

Iffei 

o  l>xx 

co  ‘3  £  O 

its43 


COURTESY  OF  THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY,  SILVER  SPRING,  MD. 


0) 


CD 


LINCOLN  JOURNAL 
[rhursday^May  21 , 19871 


Elusive  bluebirds: 


won ’t  71  velustan  vwbere 


By  Peter  Noll 

Bluebirds  have  always  been 
common  in  stories  and  songs. 

And  now,  bluebirds  have  be¬ 
come  a  kind  of  hobby  for  many 
people  in  the  United  States. 
Bluebird  enthusiasts  are  helping 
to  increase  the  number  of  these 
rare  creatures  by  setting  up  spe¬ 
cial  birdhouses  for  them,  hoping 
to  attract  a  family  of  the  birds  to 
their  yards  in  the  process. 

A  Lincoln  resident  recently  set 
up  several  bluebird  houses.  A 
Weston  Road  woman,  declining 
to  be  named  for  fear  of  crowds 
flocking  to  her  house  and  van¬ 
dals  damaging  the  birdhouses, 
managed  to  attract  a  pair  of 
bluebirds  only  two  weeks  after 
the  houses  were  set  up. 

The  woman  says  that  attract¬ 
ing  bluebirds  so  quickly  was 
quite  a  surprise.  “I  didn’t  think 
in  the  first  year  we’d  get 
bluebirds,”  she  said,  but,  “lo 
and  behold,  it  worked.” 

The  houses  were  set  up  in 
mid-  March,  and  on  April  1 ,  the 
first  bluebird  was  seen.  It  was 
no  April  fool’s  joke;  the  birds 
have  moved  into  one  of  the  four 
houses,  and  the  female  has  laid 
two  eggs. 

The  woman  is  a  new  member 
of  the  National  Bluebird  Society, 
a  nationwide  organization  con¬ 
cerned  with  studying  and  help¬ 
ing  bluebirds.  Lincoln  resident 
Bill  King,  who  helped  the 
woman  set  up  the  houses,  also 
has  joined  the  society.  King 
explains  that  the  two  joined  “for 
the  heck  of  it,”  because  they 
thought  it  would  be  fun. 

In  a  recent  interview.  King 
explained  some  of  the  facts 
about  bluebirds  and  what  their 


human  friends  are  trying  to  do 
to  help  them. 

Bluebirds  are  members  of  the 
thrush  family,  and  are  “cavity 
nesters,”  living  in  holes  in  trees 
or  fenceposts.  They  were  quite 
common  at  the  turn  of  the  cen¬ 
tury,  but  dwindled  in  number 
due  to  the  disappearance  of 
farms  and  the  subsequent  disap¬ 
pearance  of  fenceposts.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  starlings  and  English  spar¬ 
rows,  who  have  similar  nesting 
habits  to  bluebirds,  were  into- 
duced  to  North  America  and 
began  crowding  out  the 
bluebirds. 

By  1970,  the  bluebird  popula¬ 
tion  was  only  around  10  percent 
of  what  it  was  in  1900. 

An  effort  is  now  evolving  in 
the  U.S.  to  help  bluebirds,  by 
providing  houses  for  them  to 
live  in.  As  a  result,  bluebirds 
are  becoming  dependent  on  hu¬ 
mans  to  help  them  survive. 

The  houses  must  be  designed 
to  exactly  the  right  specifica¬ 
tions.  The  holes  must  be  large 
enough  to  allow  bluebirds  entry, 
but  too  small  for  starlings.  To 
scare  away  English  sparrows,  a 
bright  colored  flag  must  be 
placed  near  the  holes.  And  the 
pole  on  which  the  house  sits 
must  be  greased  to  keep  rac¬ 
coons  from  climbing  up. 

Bluebirds  prefer  nesting  in 
trees  in  fields  about  40  feet  from 
another  tree. 

Swallows  sometimes  occupy 
the  bluebird  houses.  Curiously, 
they  will  allow  bluebirds  to  live 
in  the  house  next  to  their  own, 
but  won’t  allow  other  swallows 
there  due  to  their  territorial  na¬ 
ture.  The  same  is  true  of 
bluebirds;  they  can  tolerate 


swallows  next  to  them,  but  not  I 
bluebirds.  What  often  happens,  [ 
then,  is  that  swallows  and 
bluebirds  will  live  in  adjacent 
houses.  “You  end  up  with  a  nice 
little  combination,”  King| 
explains. 

For  this  reason,  the  houses  | 
should  be  set  up  in  pairs. 

In  some  areas,  bluebird  trails, 
large  numbers  of  boxes  covering  | 
many  miles,  have  been  set  up. 
One  such  trail  was  recently  set| 
up  in  Gardner,  Mass. 

Bluebirds  will  find  their  own  I 
food.  They  are  ground  feeders,  f 
living  on  bugs  and  worms. 

Bluebirds  are  very  tame  birds  I 
and  do  not  have  a  great  fear  of| 
humans. 

Bluebirds  will  typically  raise  | 
three  broods  during  the  sum¬ 
mer.  Amazingly,  the  young  I 
birds  that  are  hatched  first  will 
help  the  parents  raise  later  | 
broods. 

Lillian  Files,  a  Tyngsboro  resi-| 
dent,  has  helped  develop  na¬ 
tional  interest  in  bluebirds.  Files 
formed  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  headquarted 
in  Maryland.  The  society  puts 
out  a  publication,  titled  Salia.  f 
the  Latin  name  for  Bluebird. 

The  “real  gung-ho  bluebird- 1 
ers”  are  mostly  in  the  Midwest, 
South  and  Canada,  according  to  j 
King.  “You  don’t  hear  much 
about  bluebird  trails  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.” 

Seeing  a  bluebird  is  quite  an 
experience.  King  says.  A 
bluebird’s  back  is  a  very  intense 
bright  blue  and  its  breast  is 
chestnut  colored.  “When  the 
sun  hits  it,  it’s  a  Zinger  of 
color.” 
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WELCOME  HOUSEOUEST  —  A  bluebird  house  recently  set  up  on  Weston  Road  has  alrea< 
attracted  a  resident.  The  house  Is  designed  with  a  hole  Just  large  enough  to  allow  this 
bluebird  entry,  but  too  small  for  starlings.  The  pole  on  which  the  house  sits  is  greased  t< 
keep  raccoons  from  climbing  up.  (Photo  by  Gary  J.  Clchowski)] 


Garden  Club 

The  Bedford  Garden  Club  will! 

I  hold  its  monthly  meeting  onj 
Tuesday,  Feb.  10,  at  9:30  a.m.  I 
in  the  Bedford  Public  Library 
Meeting  Room.  Lillian  Lund 
Files  will  present  a  lecture  and 
slide  show  entitled  “Bring  Back 
the  Blue  Birds.’’ 
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Bluebird  trails 
\in  the  Berkshire s 


Back  in  the  ’60s  a  poignant  song 
asked  “Where  have  all  the  flowers 
gone?”  And  for  years  now  another 
—  equally  poignant  —  question 
has  been,  “Where  have  all  the 
bluebirds  gone?” 

We  of  the  Allen  Bird  Club  have 
seen  several  of  the  species  recent¬ 
ly  with  the  Kina  help  of  two  eninu- 
siatic  volunteers  from  the  Pleas¬ 
ant  Valley  Sanctuary  in  Lenox. 
Periodically.  Don  Adams  and 
lilton  Noble"  help  check  some  of 
Ithe  700  bluebird  houses  of  that 
sanctuary’s  Bluebird  Trail  in  the 
IBerkshires. 

As  of  June  20,  they  had  recorded 
41  young  bluebirds  that  had 
fledged.  They  knew  of  six  that  had 
died,  they  found  three  eggs  that 
hadn’t  hatched  and  six  eggs  that 
had  been  destroyed.  (Sometimes 
this  damage  is  done  by  house 
wrens,  like  the  chickadee’s  eggs  in 
my  bird  house  when  that  little 
brown  mite  wanted  the  house  for 
its  own  nesting  purposes.) 

Some  of  the  bird  club  members 

I  saw  bluebirds  for  the  first  time 
ever  on  that  club  trip.  They  saw  a 
male  and  female  out  gathering  in¬ 
sects  io  feed  five  small  nestlings 

I  and  another  pair  around  a  box  that 
contained  four  eggs. 

*  *  * 

Bluebird  eggs  can  be  white  on 

I  rare  occasions,  but  are  usually  a 
pale  blue. 

Adams  told  of  finding  a  blue¬ 
bird's  nest  with  five  white  eggs, 
>ut  the  next  time  he  checked  that 
nesting  box,  a  nest  with  four  blue 
eggs  had  been  built  on  top  of  the 
original. 

(I  might  suggest  —  with  tongue 
in  cheek,  of  course  —  that  the  fe¬ 
male  that  laid  the  first  eggs  was 
shocked  by  what  she  had  produced 
and  tried  a  second  time  in  order 
to  get  the  usual  color,  blue.) 

The  bluebird  houses  we  saw 

I  that  day  were  on  fence  posts  five 
to  eight  feet  above  the  ground  be¬ 
side  a  hay  field  and  pasture. 

*  *  * 

The  edges  of  fields  such  as 
these  —  as  well  as  those  of  woods, 
gardens  and  rural  door  yards  — 
are  ideal  for  the  lovely  bluebirds 
because  most  of  their  food  is 
found  on  or  near  the  ground. 

The  pair  we  saw  feeding  their 


feeder 

Scraps 


Some  of  the  bird  club 
members  saw  blue¬ 
birds  for  the  first  time 
ever  on  that  club  trip. 
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young  brought  back  light  green-| 
eolored  insects.  Possibly,  they 
were  katydids,  small  grasshoppers 
(a  favorite  food),  or  lacewing  flies 
—  the  latter  a  helpful  insect  that 
controls  aphids. 

Unlike  many  species  of  birds, 
the  bluebird  takes  hairy  caterpil-l 
lars  such  as  the  tent  and  gypsy| 
moth  caterpillars. 

Later  in  the  season  they’ll  ea 
many  wild  berries,  although  ina 
sects  make  up  about  70  percent  o 
their  diet. 

*  *  * 

During  winter  months,  blue¬ 
birds  will  eat  fruits  of  the  rec 
cedar,  staghorn  sumac,  bitter¬ 
sweet,  Japanese  barberry,  bayber-| 
ry  and  multiflora  roses. 

Through  the  efforts  of  those 
erecting  bluebird  trails,  this  gen¬ 
tle  bird  is  making  a  comeback. 
The  interference  of  house  spar¬ 
rows  and  starlings  taking  ovei 
available  nesting  cavities  and  the 
effects  of  severe  weather  in  the 
South  where  they  winter  caused 


\ 


*  *  * 


great  decrease  in  their  popula¬ 
tions. 

To  help  discourage  the  starling 
from  taking  a  nesting  box,  make 
the  entrance  hole  no  larger  than 
one-and-a-half  inches  in  diame¬ 
ter. 

There  are  at  least  two  other 
bluebird  trails  in  Massachusetts 
besides  the  forementioned  Pleas- 
ant  Valley  Sanctuary  trail. 


Bradford  Blodgett,  state  orni¬ 
thologist,  has  erected  a  120-house 
Bluebird  Trail  in  Gardner  after 
being  inspired  by  the  vivacious 
Bluebird  Lady  of  Tyngsboro,  a 
former  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  who) 
has  maintained  on  extensive  trail 
for  years. 

She  goes  out  to  check  her  nu¬ 
merous  houses  on  a  motorbike 
through  all  kinds  of  weather. 

Anyone  wanting  information  on 
making  a  bluebird  trail  (in  rural 
areas  only)  can  write  to  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  Box 
6295,  Silver  Springs,  MD  20906,  or 
meet  Lillian  Files,  the  Bluebird 
Lady  of  Tyngsboro,  in  person  at 
Focus:  Outdoors,  a  nature  confer¬ 
ence  to  be  held  at  Mount  Holyoke 
College  the  first  weekend  in  Au¬ 
gust. 


Society  schedules 
weekend  events 


The  Thoreau  Society  will 
hold  its  annual  meeting  on 
the  weekend  of  July  1 1  at  the 
First  Parish  Church  in  Con¬ 
cord  center  at  10  a.m.  with 
President  Michael  Meyer  pre¬ 
siding. 

New  York  Times  literary 
critic  Benj  amine  DeMott  will 
be  the  guest  speaker,  on 
‘‘Embarrassing  Thoreau.  “ 

The  afternoon  will  feature  a 
tour  at  the  Arnold  Aboretum 
by  Albert  Bussewitz  showing 
many  of  Thoreau’s  favorite 
plants.  Also,  a  visit  to  the 
“Cliffs,”  a  favorite  “haunt” 
of  Thoreau’s,  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  Thomas  Blanding. 


At  4  p.m.,  Marcia  Moss  will 
display  the  Thoreau  trea¬ 
sures  at  the  Concord  Free 
Public  Library. 

Linck  Johnson  of  Colgate 
University  will  speak  on 
“Amory  Hall,  1844:  Thoreau 
AMong  Radicals,”  on  Friday 
evening  at  8  at  the  First  Par¬ 
ish  Church.  Lillian  Lund- 
Files,  also  known  as  the 
“bluebird  lady,”  will  speak 
on  “Bring  Back  the 
Bluebirds,”  on  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning  at  8  p.m.  at  the  First 
Parish  Church.  There  will  be 
an  open  forum  on  the  future 
of  Walden  Pond  State  Reser¬ 
vation  on  Sunday  at  2  p.m. 
at  the  First  Parish  Church. 


Thoreau  Society  invites  public 
to  annual  meeting  this  weekend 


♦ 


z.  >  " 


,  .v 

bj\  !  ^ 


Henry  David  Thoreau  at  age  43. 


The  Thoreau  Society  will  hold  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  on  the  weekend  of  July  1 1  at  the  First  Parish  | 
Church  (Unitarian  Universalist)  in  Concord  Cen¬ 
ter. 

On  Friday,  July  10  at  8  p.m.,  Linck  Johnson  of  | 
Colgate  University  will  speak  on  “Amory  Hall, 
1844:  Thoreau  Among  the  Radicals.” 

The  society’s  annual  meeting  will  begin  on  Sa- 1 
turday,  July  1 1  starting  with  a  coffee  hour  at  9 1 
a.m.  The  meeting  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  with  Mi¬ 
chael  Meyer,  president,  presiding.  Benjamin  De- 
Mott,  New  York  Times  literary  critic,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  His  theme  will  be  “Embarrassing 
Thoreau.”  The  public  is  welcome  to  attend  the 
meeting. 

The  afternoon  will  feature  a  tour  at  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  by  Albert  Bussewitz  who  will  show 
many  of  Thoreau’s  favorite  plants.  A  visit  to  the 
Cliffs,  a  favorite  haunt  of  Thoreau  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  Thoms  Blanding.  At  4  p.m.  Marcia 
Moss,  curator  of  the  Concord  Free  Public  Library, 
will  display  the  Thoreau  treaures  in  the  library’s 
collection. 

At  8  p.m.  at  the  First  Parish  Church,  Lillian 
1  Lund- Files  (“the  bluebird  lady”)  will  speak  on 
“Bring  back  the  Bluebirds.” 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  July  12  at  2  p.m.  there 
will  be  an  open  forum  on  the  future  of  the  Walden 
Pond  State  Reservation.  The  forum  will  be  held  at 
the  First  Parish  Church. 

The  public  is  welcome  to  attend  the  society’s 
Thoreau  weekend. 
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Thoreau  Society  President-Elect  Thomas  Blandings 
Introduction  of  Lillian  Lund  Files  11  July  1987,  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  in  Concord,  Massachusetts 

For  Henry  Thoreau,  as  for  most  New  Englanders  in  his  day,  the  blue¬ 
bird  was  the  harbinger  of  spring,  a  sure  sign  of  better  days  ahead.  Thoreau’s 
Journal  and  letters,  as  well  as  those  of  his  friends  and  family,  abound  with 
annual  reports  of  the  bluebird’s  return.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  Ellery  Chan- 
ning,  Daniel  Ricketson,  Sophia  Thoreau,  John  Thoreau,  Jr.,  all  refer  to  the 
prodigal  beauty  of  this  delicate  bird. 

In  Thoreau’s  Journal  you  can  always  count  on  two  recurring  images  of 
the  impending  spring:  One  perennial  joy  for  him  was  to  watch  the  ice  of 
Walden  melting  apace,  another  was  to  see  the  bluebird  return,  carrying  the 
sky  on  his  back. 

If,  as  Thoreau  holds,  Walden  Pond  was  made  deep  and  pure  for  a  sym¬ 
bol,  so  too  the  blue  of  the  bluebird.  Louisa  May  Alcott,  some  years  after 
Thoreau’s  death,  shared  with  the  young  readers  of  Merry’s  Museum  a  happy 
memory  of  her  own  childhood,  when  Thoreau  “used  to  come  smiling  up  to 
his  neighbors,  to  announce  that  the  bluebirds  had  arrived,  with  as  much  in¬ 
terest  in  the  fact  as  other  men  take  in  messages  by  the  Atlantic  cable.”  And 
Ellery  Channing  recalled  in  his  biography  of  his  friend,  Thoreau:  The  Poet- 
Naturalist,  that  Thoreau’s  concert  was  the  bluebird,  the  robin,  and  the  song- 
sparrow,  “melting  into  joy  after  the  silent  winter.  ” 

During  Thoreau’s  last  illness  the  bluebird  remained  an  archetypal  image 
with  which  he  identified  his  own  fate.  The  year  before  Thoreau  died  he 
wrote  his  friend  Daniel  Ricketson  in  New  Bedford:  “Your  letter  reached  me 
in  due  time,  but  I  had  already  heard  the  bluebirds.  They  were  here  on  the 
26  of  February  at  least.. ..The  bluebirds  come  again,  as  does  the  same 
spring,  but  it  does  not  find  the  same  mortals  here  to  greet  it. ...As  I  was 
climbing  the  sunny  slope  to  [George  Minott’s]  strangely  deserted  house,  I 
heard  the  first  bluebirds  upon  the  elm  that  hangs  over  it.  They  had  come  as 
usual,  though  some  who  used  to  hear  them  were  gone.... Perhaps  there  will 
be  a  time  when  the  bluebirds  themselves  will  not  return  any  more.  ” 

There  did  come  a  time,  lamentably,  when  the  bluebirds  disappeared 
from  our  landscape  and  from  our  imaginations.  I  believe  that  Henry  Thoreau 
would  have  greatly  admired  the  efforts  our  speaker  tonight  has  made  to 
“Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds.”  Lillian  Files,  Past  President  of  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bluebird  Society,  has  worked  with  a  wonderful  sympathy  and  devotion 
to  restore  this  integral  aspect  of  New  England  nature.  She  has  been  lectur¬ 
ing  on  bluebirds  for  many  years  throughout  New  England  and  has  had  blue¬ 
birds  on  her  own  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  over  45  years.  She  has  524  boxes 
on  her  trail  and  monitors  114  boxes  herself.  So  reknowned  is  Lil  for  her 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  bluebird  that  she  has  come  to  be  known  far  and 
wide  as  “the  bluebird  lady.”  Tonight  you  are  in  for  some  infectious  enthus¬ 
iasm.  I  give  you  my  friend,  Lil  Files,  the  bluebird  lady.  I 
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The 

THOREAU  SOCIETY 

BULLETIN 


THE  1987  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  1987  annual  meeting  of  the  Thoreau  So¬ 
ciety  was  held  at  the  First  Parish  CHurch  in 
Concord  on  Saturday,  July  11,  at  10  a.m.,  with 
Michael  Meyer  presiding.  The  minutes  of  the 
1986  annual  meeting  were  accepted  as  printed  in 
the  Summer,  1986,  BULLETIN.  The  financial  reporl 
for  the  past  year  and  the' budget  proposal  for 
the  coming  year  were  presented  by  Eric  Parkman 
Smith  and  both  were  accepted.  The  nominating 
committee's  report  was  presented  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  officers  were  elected*  president,  Michael 
Meyer j  president-elect,  Thomas  Blanding;  sec¬ 
retary,  Walter  Harding;  treasurer,  Eric  Parkman 
Smith;  and  chairman  of  the  executive  committee, 
John  Clymer,  all  for  terms  of  one  year;  and  Rob-| 
ert  Gross  and  Linda  Henninq,  members  of  the  Board| 

of  directors  for  terms  of  three  years.  Eulogies 
for  the  late  Roland  Robbins  and  Raymond  Adams 

by  Thomas  Blanding  and  Walter  Harding  were  read. 

Features  or  tne  program  for  tne  wee*-end  m 
eluded  a  lecture  Friday  night  by  Linck  Johnson 
on  "Amory  Hall,  1844*  Thoreau  among  the  Radicals, 
"Embarrassing  Thoreau,"  by  Benjamin  DeMott  on 
Saturday  morning,  and  Lillian  Files,  on  "Bring 
Back  the  Bluebirds"  on  Saturday  evening.  Albert 
Bussewitz  conducted  a  tour  of  the  Arnold  Arbore¬ 
tum  on  Saturday  afternoon,  as  did  Thomas  Blanding] 
of  Fairhaven  Cliff,  and  Marcia  Moss  of  the  Tho¬ 
reau  treasures  in  the  Concord  Free  Public  Libra¬ 
ry.  On  Sunday  afternoon  Michael  Meyer  chaired  a 
forum  on  the  future  of  Walden  Pond  where  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Concord  Historical  Commission, 
Walden  Forever  Wild,  and  the  Walden  Pond  State 
Reservation  presented  their  varying  viewpoints 
and  the  meeting  was  then  thrown  open  to  an 
hour's  general  discussion.  On  Sunday  morning 
the  Walden  Pond  State  Reservation  conducted  a 
"birthday  walk"  to  the  cairn  at  the  pond  where 
David  Barto  presented  his  dramatization  of  Tho¬ 
reau. 

Somewhat  over  two  hundred  people  attended  most 
of  the  sessions  and  there  were  members  there  from 
as  far  afield  as  Alaska,  Iceland,  Chile,  and  Japai 
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POLAND  W.  ROBBINS,  by  Walter  Harding 

It  is  with  deep  personal  grief  that  I  an- 
Inounce  the  death  on  February  8,  1987  of 
(Roland  W.  Robbins  at  his  home  in  Lincoln, 
(Mass.,  after  a  long  illness  at  the  age  of  78. 
(Roland  had  been  a  familiar  figure  at  all  the 
[Thoreau  Society  annual  meetings  for  forty 
[years.  At  the  1945  annual  meeting,  overhear- 
ling  a  discussion  as  to  whether  the  cairn  at 
jwalden  Pond  was  at  the  correct  site»_,  a\fter 
[reading  all  the  information  on  the  subject 
[he  could  lay  his  hands  on  and  getting  permis- 
jsion  from  the  authorities,  he  began  excavat¬ 
ing  in  the  area  and  in  the  late  fall  settled 
[the  question  forever  by  turning  up  Thoreau 's 
[fireplace  foundation.  He  first  presented  a 
(public  report  on  his  excavation  at  our  1946 
(annual  meeting  and  the  following  year  pub¬ 
lished  his  book  Discovery  at  Walden.  His 
Jalden  work  led  to  invitations  to  make  o- 
Ither  "digs"  at  historical  sites  up  and  down 
(the  East  Coast,  reporting  on  them  (and 
Walden)  in  his  later  book.  Hidden  America . 

Roland  was  active  in  the  Thoreau  Society 
right  up  through  last  year's  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  He  served  as  president  of  the  society 
in  1965.  He  was  also  active  in  establishing 
the  Thoreau  Lyceum  in  1966.  For  many  years 
| he  tape-recorded  all  the  annual  meetings  of 
the  society  and  also  conducted  the  tradition 
|al  "Thoreau  Quiz"  after  the  annual  meeting 
luncheon.  For  a  number  of  years  he  pre¬ 
sented  each  out-going  president  of  the  so- 
Iciety  with  a  facsimile  of  Thoreau 's  walking 
stick.  Several  years  ago  he  offered  a 
specially  mounted  fragment  from  the  Walden 
cabin  to  anyone  who  took  out  a  life  member- 
|ship  in  the  society. 

In  the  1960 's  Roland  built  an  exact  repli- 
Ica  of  Thoreau 's  Walden  cabin  in  his  own 
backyard  and  was  typically  generous  in  per¬ 
mitting  Thoreau  enthusiasts  to  spend  the 
night  in  the  cabin.  For  a  time  he  offered 
do-it-yourself  kits  of  the  cabin  for  sale. 
Later  he  built  another  replica  of  the  Walden 
cabin  behind  the  Thoreau  Lyceum,  and  still 
1  la ter  one  at  the  edge  of  the  parking  lot  at 
|Walden  Pond. 

Roland  was  a  colorful  soul  and  added  much 
I  to  the  joys  and  pleasures  of  the  annual 
(meetings.  We  shall  all  miss  him  greatly. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  at  the  Trinitar 
lian  Church  in  Concord  on  March  21st.  Another 
[conducted  by  Walden  Forever  Wild,  in  which 
(he  was  active,  will  be  held  at  Walden  Pond 

(on  May  23. 


GREAT  SHOTS  of  HAT  URAL  BLUEBIRD  CAVITY 


Flickers  dug  the  cavity  and  Bluebirds  nested  in  it*  It 
was  15  ft,  up  the  tree.  My  friend,  Junius  Birchard  (The 
Bluebird  Man  of  New  Jersey)  attached  his  camera  on  his 
tripod  and  taped  it  to  a  15  ft,  pole  and  used  a  close-up 
attachment  and  remote  release  taking  these  two  pictures. 


My  dear  friend  Marilyn  Blaisdell 


I  met  Marilyn  in  1978  shortly  after  she  moved  from  Long  Branch,  N.J.  into  her  great 
great  aunt  Anna  Fitch  Fereuson’s  home  called  Peace  Cottage  on  Barrett* s  Mill  Road  here 
Concord.  This  young  lady,  who  was  only  half  my  age,  has  made  a  lasting  impression  on  me. 
Marilyn  and  I,  both  being  an  only  child,  shared  similar  childhood  experiences  -  especially 
for  the  love  of  nature  -  she  being  into  wildf lowers  and  I  birds.  She  always  enjoyed  coming 
up  to  my  place  every  spring  to  see  the  bluebirds. 

Marilyn’s  and  my  last  nature  adventure  was  enjoying  a  whale  watch  out  of  Gloucester. 

A  month  later  I  phoned  her  house  and  was  shocked  to  learn  from  her  mother  that  she  had 
terminal  cancer.  I  will  never  forget  and  will  always  admire  her  courageous  and  positive 
attitude  that  following  year  even  though  she  was  facing  death.  One  day  she  said  to  me, 
’’Lillian,  next  time  you  climb  Mt.  Monadnock  I’d  like  to  come”.  Due  to  her  failing  strength 
she  never  made  it.  Instead  her  folks  and  husband,  Tom,  brought  her  up  to  my  place  to  enjoy 
the  bluebirds  for  the  last  time.  Her  determination  to  live  and  enjoy  life  was  there  right 
up  until  the  end.  I'll  always  remember  a  most  pleasant  visit  to  see  her  at  Lake  SchrDon 
in  the  Adirondacks.  Even  though  she  was  in  very  poor  health  by  now  she  made  an  effort  to 
show  me  her  favorite  childhood  haunts. 

Last  year  on  July  l6th  while  viewing  alpine  flowers  on  Mt.  Whitehorn  in  the  Canadian 
Rockies,  I  was  reflecting  upon  how  Marilyn  would  have  loved  that  spot  and  later  found  out 
after  returning  home  that  my  dear  friend  had  passed  away  right  on  that  particular  hour, 

Marilyn  attended  Hope  College  in  Michigan  concentrating  on  American  Studies  and  the 
Anti-slavery  and  Black  History.  When  she  came  to  Concord  she  worked  for  a  time  at  the  Old 
Manse  and  then  became  the  First  Director  of  the  School  Program  at  the  Concord  Museum.  In 
her  last  few  years  she  became  very  involved,  together  with  her  husband*  Tom  31andine,  in 
research  work  on  Thoreau.  While  working  in  New  Bedford  she  discovered  the  photo  of  the 
lost  Ricketson  bust  of  Thoreau  -  givfng  us  a  new  likeness  of  Henry  which  was  reproduced  in 
the  Saunterer.  She  and  Tom  worked  together  on  Thoreau  manuscripts  at  the  Huntington  Library 
in  California  and  the  Morgan  Library  in  New  York  City.  She  also  helped  prepare  the  Ricket¬ 
son  exhibit  at  the  Lyceum  a  few  years  ago. 

Our  President,  Fred  Wagner,  has  established  the  Marilyn  Blaisdell  Fund  to  which  he 
has  generously  donated  $1000.00.  Many  others  have  also  contributed  to  this  fund  which 
helps  maintain  our  Thoreau  Society  Archives. 


Eulogy  by  Lil  Files  at  the  Thoreau  Society 
1986  Annual  Meeting  -  First  Parish  Church, 
Concord,  Mass.  -  July  12,  1986 


AZETTE 


Gimme  a  T,  Gimme  an  H, 
Gimme  an  O-R-E-A-U 

The  zealots  gather  to  honor 
Henry  in  his  old  hometown 


It  was  only  lunchtime  on  the 
first  day  of  the  Thoreau  Society’s 
annual  weekend  meeting  in 
Concord’s  First  Parish  Church, 
and  already  some  of  the  three 
hundred  Thoreauvians  in  town  for  the 
occasion  were  dropping  by  the  way- 
side.  This  morning,  a  hot  one,  we’d 
spent  in  the  straight-backed  pews  of 
First  Parish’s  baby-blue  sanctuary  — 
with  only  a  spare  arrangement  of 
brown-eyed  Susans  and  white  yarrow 
on  the  altar  to  remind  us  of  nature  — 
listening  to  academic  addresses, 
pfficers’  reports,  and  a  lengthy  necrol¬ 
ogy.  Lillian  Files,  on  crutches  after  trip¬ 
ping  over  a  nesting  box,  had  captured 
our  sympathy  with  her  eulogy  to  her 
friend  Marilyn  Blaisdell  (“She  was  into 
wildflowers,  I  was  into  bluebirds  and 
whale  watching”).  Still,  as  the  event 
wore  on,  I  began  to  wonder  why  so 
many  followers  of  a  man  who  claimed 
solitude  as  his  most  “companionable” 
companion  had  chosen  to  gather  in¬ 
doors  on  a  steamy  July  day. 

The  society  was  formed  on  the  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-fourth  anniversary  of 
the  great  man’s  birthday  — July  12, 
1941  —  by  Thoreau  biographer  Walter 
Flarding  and  several  other  scholars,  for 
the  purpose  of  sharing  research.  The 
group  has  met  in  Concord,  Thoreau’s 
hometown,  every  July  since.  (This 
month  they’re  gathering  on  the 
eleventh.)  Unlike  its  brother  academic 


societies,  the  Hawthorne  and  the  Mel¬ 
ville,  the  Thoreau  Society’s  founding 
scholars  were  outnumbered  from  the 
start  by  what  Harding,  a  burly  man  in 
his  seventies,  called  “just  plain  enthu¬ 
siasts.”  Back  then,  meetings  began 
with  each  member  telling  what  he 
liked  most  about  Thoreau.  “You’d 


never  hear  the  same  answer  twice,” 
Harding  said.  Now  the  society  was 
too  large  for  intimate  confessions,  but 
from  the  collection  of  heavily  bumper- 
stickered  vehicles  outside  —  a  dust- 
covered  van  with  Walden  Forever 
Wild,  a  turquoise  Honda  with  Save 
the  Bluebirds,  and  Harding’s  own 
microbus  with  Thoreau  plates  —  it 
was  clear  that  the  membership  still  fea¬ 
tured  a  diverse  group  of  zealots. 

Down  in  the  simple  white- 
painted  basement,  I  toyed 
with  my  plate  of  tuna  salad 
and  looked  for  Charles  and  Sarah  Sulli¬ 
van,  the  tiny  husband  and  wife  team  in 


Moss,  with  Thoreauviana:  “You  can  actually  read  his  handwriting!’ 
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matching  blue  Simplify,  Simplify  7 
shirts.  Yesterday  they’d  lashed  a  cano 
to  their  van  for  the  drive  up  from  Bald 
more,  where  Charles  works  op  th 
docks  and  Sarah  takes  complaints  fo 
Potomac  Edison.  They’d  spent  th 
night  in  a  campground  near  Littleton 
Massachusetts,  reading  Thoreau  b' 
candlelight,  and  rising  before  dawn  t< 
paddle  across  Walden  at  sunrise. 

But  instead  of  these  gentle  loners 
the  long  lunch  tables  seemed  to  be  fillec 
with  networking  academics  and  chat 
tering  silver-haired  DAR  types, 
thumbed  through  my  portable  Tho 
reau  and  found  “Wherever  a  man  goes 
men  will  pursue  him  and  paw  hin 
with  their  dirty  institutions,  and,  i 
they  can,  constrain  him  to  belong  t( 
their  desperate  odd-fellow  society.’ 
My  reading  was  interrupted  by  A 
“Buzzy”  Bussewitz,  a  balding  natural 
ist  in  freshly  pressed  khakis  and  bolt 
tie,  who  mounted  a  platform  at  th< 
front  of  the  room  and  switched  on  ; 
microphone  to  emcee  this  year’ 
Thoreau  quiz.  I  had  forgotten  the  Mas 
ter’s  devotion  to  facts  (“Let  us  not  un¬ 
derrate  the  value  of  a  fact;  it  will  on< 
day  flower  in  a  truth”).  His  disciple: 
had  not.  All  around  me  the  restles: 
Thoreauvians  had  come  to  attention  ii 
their  folding  chairs.  Buzzy  was  shuf¬ 
fling  his  index  cards,  searching  for  ; 
hot  opener.  “What  was  Henry  Davie 
Thoreau’s  real  name?  .  .  .  When  did  he 
change  it?  .  .  .  Where  did  Thoreau  de¬ 
liver  his  lecture  on  huckleberries?” 

Answers  were  shouted  from  all  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  room.  (David  Henry  Tho¬ 
reau;  in  his  last  year  at  Harvard;  a  trick 
question:  he  never  delivered  it.)  Thi 
tougher  questions  were  met  with  em¬ 
barrassed  silence  until  they  were 
answered  by  Harding,  who’d  risen  tc 
his  feet  near  the  front  of  the  room,  oi 
by  a  bulky,  altogether  unprepossessing 
man  in  gray  slacks  and  jacket  whe 
rocked  confidently  back  and  forth  on 
the  hind  legs  of  his  chair  as  he  gave  hi:- 
answers.  His  name  was  Tom  Bland- 
ing.  A  dropout  from  graduate  school 
at  Princeton,  Blanding  was  Marilyn 
Blaisdell’s  widower,  and  he  supported 
his  Thoreau  addiction  by  running  free¬ 
lance  seminars  on  the  Transcenden- 
talists  and  playing  jazz  trumpet  at  the 
Colonial  Inn  in  Concord.  Of  all  the 


participants,  I  think  Thoreau  would 
have  liked  Blanding. 

Out  on  Main  Street,  the  day 
was  hotter  still,  and  Tho¬ 
reauvians  were  jamming  all 
the  available  ice  cream  parlors.  Inside 
the  local  Brighams,  people  were  read¬ 
ing  heavy  books  with  few  illustrations 
and  many  footnotes  as  they  sipped 
their  frappes.  In  front  of  Hunneman 
real  estate,  a  gang  of  tweedy  academics 
had  clustered  around  a  photo  of  a  white 
farmhouse  with  in-ground  pool  for 
$275,000.  “Let  me  buy  into  that  quiet 
desperation,  ”  one  of  them  muttered. 

I  continued  down  Main  Street  to  the 
Concord  Free  Public  Library  for  a 
viewing  of  Thoreau  relics.  If  the  quiz 
had  played  to  the  Thoreauvians’  pas¬ 
sion  for  facts,  the  exhibit  promised  even 
better:  artifacts.  The  crowd  was  thick 
outside  the  library  doors.  On  the  front 
steps,  waiting  for  the  librarian  to  let  us 
in,  I  met  the  Peruvian  landscape  ar¬ 
chitect  Walter  Brain  (Che  button  on 
one  lapel,  Thoreau  on  the  other)  talk¬ 
ing  animatedly  to  Yuji  Nakata,  an 
American  Lit  scholar  from  Osaka. 
Brain  was  fuming  about  one  of  this 
morning’s  lecturers  who  had  tried  to 
prove  that  “Civil  Disobedience”  was 
politically  naive.  But  he  calmed  down 
once  we’d  been  ushered  into  the  Con¬ 
cord  Authors  room  and  into  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  first-edition  Waldens  and 
graphite  pencils  manufactured  by  J. 
Thoreau  &  Son.  The  Thoreauvians 
gathered  close  as  curator  Marcia  Moss, 
a  small  woman  with  a  soft  gray  perm, 
held  up  the  original  manuscript  of 
“Walking”  for  our  inspection. 

“You  can  actually  read  his  handwrit¬ 
ing,”  whispered  a  retired  engineer 
from  Pennsylvania  who’d  stationed 
himself  at  Moss’s  elbow.  I  craned  my 
neck  as  well  and  began  to  read  the  first 
lines  of  a  brown-inked,  right-slanting 
scrawl:  “I  wish  to  speak  a  word  for 
Nature,  for  absolute  freedom  and 
wildness.  ...”  The  man  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania  asked  to  touch  the  page.  Moss 
couldn’t  let  him  do  that,  but,  closing 
the  notebook,  she  allowed  him  to  place 
an  index  finger  on  the  plain  leather 
binding  for  a  moment.  The  crowd 
breathed  an  ahh  of  vicarious  delight. 

—  Megan  Marshall 


THE  1987  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  THOREAU 

SOCIETY 


Friday,  July  10 

8  p.m.  First  Parish  Vestry 

Li  nek  Johnson,  "Amory  Hall*  1844^  Thoreau  among  the  Radicals" 

Saturday,  July  11 

First  Parish  Vestry 

9  a.m.  Coffee  Hour 
First  Parish  Church 

10  a.m.  Business  Meeting 

Benjamin  DeMott,  "Embarrassing  Thoreau" 

First  Parish  Vestry 
12  noon.  Luncheon* 

1  p.m.  Walter  Harding,  "Thoreau  Quiz" 

Front  of  First  Parish  Church 

2  pm.  Bus  leaves  for  trip  to  Arnold  Arboretum*  Leader: 

Albert  Bussewitz 

Cars  leave  for  visit  to  Fairhaven  Cliff*  Leader: 
Thomas  B landing 

Concord  Free  Public  Library  129  Main  Street 

4  p.m.  Tour  and  viewing  of  Thoreau  Artifacts.  Leader: 

Marcia  Moss.  (Bring  this  program  as  ticket 

of  admission.  Door  closes  at  4  sharp. ) 
Thoreau  Lyceum  156  Belknap  Street 

5  p.m.  Autographing  party 

6  p.m.  Box  supper* 

First  Parish  Vestry 

- — - — 8  p.m.  Lillian  Files,  "Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds" 

Sunday,  July  12 

Walden  Pond  State  Reservation 

6  a.m.  A  Thoreau  Birthday  Walk  (Meet  at  the  Thoreau  cabin 

replica  at  the  parking  lot. 

First  Parish  Vestry 

2  p.m.  The  Future  of  Walden  Pond:  A  Forum 

Michael  Meyer,  Thoreau  Society  President,  chairing 
Thomas  Blanding,  Concord  Historical  Commission 
Donald  Faron,  Walden  State  Reservation,  Principal 
Supervisor 

Edmund  Schofield,  Walden  Forever  Wild 

Stuart  Weinreb,  Walden  State  Reservation  Planner 


With  the  exception  of  those  items  marked  with  an  asterisk,  all 
meetings  are  open  to  the  public.  For  the  asterisked  items, 
advanced  reservations  are  required.  Tickets  for  these  events 
may  be  picked  up  at  the  front  door  of  the  First  Parish  Church 
on  Saturday  morning. 

All  are  welcome  to  join  the  Thoreau  Society.  Membership  dues: 
$20,  regular;  $10,  student;  $35,  family;  $100,  benefactor;  $500, 
life. 


21st  YEAR 


f  Area 


Arcadia  Nature  Center 
Wildlife  Sanctuary 


The  Nature  College 

More  than  20  mini-courses,  workshops,  demonstrations  and 
walks  to  choose  from,  and  all  led  by  expert  naturalists 
whom  you  will  have  a  chance  to  meet  and  question  per¬ 
sonally. 

Birds 

Hawks  of  the  Northeast  -  Paul  Roberts 
Ospreys  of  Martha’s  Vineyard  -  Gus  Ben  David 

Attracting  Bluebirds  -  Lillian  Files  ^ - - - 

Early  Morning  Birding  -  Focus  :  Outdoors  staff 

Botany 

Plant  Observer’s  Guidebook  -  Chuck  Roth 
Wetland  Plants  -  Tom  Carrolan 
Trees  on  the  Campus  -  A  l  Bussewitz 

Mammals 

Bats  at  Night  -  Rene  and  Chrystina  Laubach 
v  How  Things  Fly  -  David  Klingener 

Whale  Strandings  on  Cape  Cod  -  Bob  Prescott 

Other  Animals 

i  Butterflies  -  Dick  Walton 

Searching  for  Invertebrates  -  Doug  Smith 
Freshwater  Turtles  -  Tom  Tyning 
Poetry  at  Night  -  Joseph  Langland 

Other  Nature  Topics 

Pesticide  Free  Lawn  Care  -  Rachel  Freed 
The  Stars  Above  -  Jack  Megas 
Optical  Phenomena  -  Tom  Arny 
For  Spacious  Skies  -  Jack  Borden 

Travel 

A  Naturalist  in  Costa  Rica  -  Fred  Morrison 
Caribbean  Conservation  -  Charlie  Woods 
Okefenokee  -  John  Green 

Mwene-nyaga:  Mysteries  of  East  Africa  -  Alan  Briere 

Family  Programs 

Campfire  Circle:  Songs  and  Stories 
Star  Party 

New  England  Wildlife  Field  Trip 


t 
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Program  and  Speakers'  Notes  —  198m 


Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 


It  is  the  duty  of  the  NABS  Nominating  Committee  to  submit  a  slate  of  candidates  for  the  five  elective  offices  of  the 


Society  to  serve  one-year  terms  and  for  four  Directors  to  serve  i.^ee-year  terms.  This  year  the  Committee  was  chaired  by 
Mrs.  Lillian  Lund  Files,  of  Tyngsboro,  MA,  past  President  of  NABS,  with  assistance  by  Mr.  Art  Aylesworth,  of  Ronan, 
MT,  past  Director  of  NABS,  and  Ms.Myrna  Pearman,  of  Sylvan  Lake,  Alberta,  Canada,  NABS  member.  In  fulfillment 
of  this  duty,  the  following  slate  is  submitted: 


DIRECTORS 

Robert  Bodine 

Dr.  William  A.  Carter 

Keith  Kridler 

Mrs.  (James)  Jane  Williams 


OFFICERS 

President:  Sadie  Dorber  (incumbent 
Vice  President:  Thomas  Tait  (incumbent) 
Treasurer:  Delos  C.  Dupree  (incumbent) 

Recording  Secretary:  Mark  Raabe  (incumbent) 
Corresponding  Secretary:  Joseph  Tait  (incumbent) 


DIRECTORS: 

Robert  Bodine:  Bob  Bodine,  of  Media,  Pennsylvania,  retired  from  a  career  as  a  classroom  teacher  several  years  ago,  and 


proceeded  to  devote  full  time  to  his  love  of  nature  and  bluebirds  especially.  He  wrote  articles  on  bluebirds,  one  of  which 


was  published  in  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  in  1984,  generating  much  interest  in  bluebird  conservation  and  requests  for 
NABS  literature.  He  was  volunteer  coordinator  of  the  Bluebird  Nestbox  Project  at  the  nearby  Tyler  Arboreum,  where 


hundreds  of  bluebirds  were  fledged,  thanks  to  Bob’s  dedication.  He  has  served  NABS  as  Nominating  Committee  Chair¬ 


man  and  is  currently  serving  as  Historian. 

Dr.  William  A.  Carter:  Dr.  Carter,  of  Ada,  Oklahoma,  is  currently  Assistant  Professor  of  Biology  at  East  Central 
University  in  Ada,  Oklahoma.  He  has  written  a  bulletin  for  the  Oklahoma  Audubon  Society  on  the  Nesting  of  the 
Eastern  Bluebird  in  Pontotoc,  Oklahoma.  A  Research  Associate  in  Ornithology  at  Stovel  Museum  of  the  University  of 
Oklahoma,  Dr.  Carter  was  named  Oklahoma  Conservation  Educator  of  the  Year  in  1978.  His  talk  at  the  1986  NABS 
Annual  Meeting  was  very  well  received. 

Keith  Kridler:  Keith  Kridler,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Texas,  has  packed  enough  bluebirding  into  his  young  life  to  rival  many 
another  bluebirder  of  more  advanced  years.  He  credits  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  bluebird  conservation  to  an  early 
experience  when,  at  the  age  of  six  years,  he  raised  an  orphaned  pair  of  bluebirds  in  his  native  Ohio.  Upon  seeing  his  first 
Texas  bluebird  as  a  teen,  he  set  about  building  and  giving  away  hundreds  of  nesting  boxes  through  his  family’s  plant 
nursery.  He  devised  his  own  special  box  made  of  PVC  plastic,  which  was  featured  in  SI  ALIA,  Vol.  1,  No.  1.  From  his 
hundreds  of  nesting  boxes  on  his  own  trail,  there  have  been  thousands  of  bluebirds  fledged. 

Jane  Williams  (Mrs.  James  L.)  Jane  Williams,  of  Ware  Neck,  Virginia,  shared  with  her  husband,  the  late  James  L. 
Williams,  his  great  love  of  bluebirds.  During  his  lifetime  he  built  and  gave  away  over  a  thousand  nestboxes;  he  spoke  to 
gatherings,  pursued  the  study  of  bluebirds,  and  was  responsible  for  the  ongoing  restoration  of  the  bluebird  population  in 
the  area  surrounding  Ware  Neck,  Virginia.  Mrs.  Williams  helped  whenever  possible.  In  her  widowhood,  she  has  become 
a  generous  financial  benefactor  of  NABS.  In  1987,  she  made  possible  the  establishment  of  the  James  and  Jane  Williams 
Research  Fund  for  Bluebirds  and  Other  Native  Cavity  Nesting  Birds.  - 


GETTYSBURG  NATIONAL  MILITARY  PARK 
Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 

Thousands  of  guns  once  covered  the  battlefield  and  | 
| caused  friend  to  fight  or  kill  friend.  As  though  in  silent 
vigil  this  little  bird  of  peace  and  freedom  sits  on  one 
such  cannon  that  caused  pain  and  death  to  many. 

Photos:  D.  Noble.  John  Hinde  Curteich  Inc.  0 


Reprinted  with  the  permission  of  John  Hinde  Curteich  Inc. 


On  her  way  back  to  Massachusetts  from  the  tenth  annual  meeting  in  Chevy 
Chase,  Maryland,  former  NABS  president  Lil  Files  stopped  to  visit  Gettysburg  Na¬ 
tional  Military  Park  in  south  central  Pennsylvania.  She  purchased  the  above  post¬ 
card  and  mailed  it  to  Founder  Lawrence  Zeleny.  The  card  carried  the  following 
inscription:  “Thousands  of  guns  once  covered  the  battlefield  and  caused  friend 
to  fight  or  kill  friend.  As  though  in  silent  vigil  this  little  bird  of  peace  and  freedom 
sits  on  one  such  cannon  that  caused  pain  and  death  to  many.”  When  Larry  re¬ 
ceived  the  card,  he  was  reminded  of  an  incident  that  took  place  in  Minnesota 
when  he  was  still  a  boy.  “About  1910  a  similar  cannon  was  mounted  in  front  of 
the  armory  at  the  University  of  Minnesota,  about  three  blocks  from  my  home.  A 
pair  of  bluebirds  were  nesting  inside  the  muzzle  of  the  cannon.  Everything  was 
going  fine  until  on  Memorial  Day  the  female  and  its  nest  were  destroyed  during 
the  loading  of  the  cannon  in  preparation  for  firing  it.  I  believe  this  happened  in 
1909  or  1910  when  I  was  attending  kindergarten  in  the  armory  in  front  of  which 
the  cannon  stood.  I  was  told  of  the  incident  at  the  time  but  did  not  actually  wit¬ 
ness  it.  It  is  recorded  in  Thomas  S.  Roberts’  book,  The  Birds  of  Minnesota”  Dr. 
Zeleny’s  guess  is  that  the  bluebird  pictured  on  the  postcard  also  had  a  nest  in  the 
cannon  shown. 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Typgsborough,  Mass.  01879 


CALENDAR  of  PROGRAMS  for  FALL  1987 

Meetings  are  held  at  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  (Route  113) 
on  the  First  Thursday  of  the  month  at  7: 30  P.M. 

Open  to  the  Public  . . Bring  a  friend . Refreshments 

**4^*******^************j^*******.^**%%*********i,**%**********i,***,i******>,%********i,***^***.^* 


9/3/87  THE  LIFE  &  TIMES  of  BIRD- BANDER  #7081  by  Erma  ("Jonnie”)  Fisk 

"Jonnie”  Fisk  of  Orleans,  Mass.,  a  spry  woman  in  her  eighties,  is  much  in  demand  as  a 
speaker  about  her  30  years  as  a  bird-bander.  Her  interest  in  ornithology  has  taken 
her  from  Peru  to  Canada.  She  wrote  her  first  book  at  the  age  of  75»  The  New  York 
Times  has  called  her  latest  of  three  books  "a  deep,  sweet  meditation  on  aging,  love, 
loneliness,  and  hope”.  Her  lecture-slide  presentation  reflects  on  her  bird  study  ex¬ 
peditions  in  far-flung  locales,  on  life  &  aging,  on  an  older  woman* s  avid  pursuit  of 
an  amateur  naturalist *s  career,  in  a  warm,  witty,  engaging  way%  She  has  sat  on  boards 
of  National  Audubon  Society,  Manomet  Bird  Observatory,  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Orni¬ 
thology,  the  Asa  Wright  Nature  Centre  in  Trinidad  (which  she  helped  found),  the  Wet¬ 
lands  Institute,  the  Cape  Cod  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  Assoc,  for  Preservation 
of  Cape  Cod.  She  has  also  received  many  awards  from  these  organizations  • 


10/1/87  WILDLIFE  COMMUTER  by  Mark  Wilson 


Mark  Wilson  of  Dunstable,  Mass.,  a  favorite  club  member,  has  given  us  many  excellent 
programs  in  the  past  and  we  are  glad  to  welcome  him  back  after  a  two-year  absence. 

He  now  works  in  the  Photography  Dept,  for  the  Boston  Globe.  He  has  worked  a  two-year 
apprenticeship  with  Leonard  Rue  III,  the  ’’Father  of  Magazine  Wildlife  Photography”. 
Mark*s  photographs  have  appeared  in  National  Wildlife,  National  Geographic,  Outdoor 
Life,  Living' Bird  Quarterly,  Natural  History,  Outdoor  Photographer  and  many  other  pub¬ 
lications.  He  also  won  the  1981  Boston  Globe  Fitzgerald  Award  for  Photo- journalism, 
and  many  other  awards  and  recognition.  Come  meet  and  see  the  wildlife  he  encounters 
on  his  way  to  work. 


11/5/87  ANIMAL  TRACKING  by  Paul  Rezendes 

Paul  Rezendes  of  Royalston,  Mass.,  a  Naturalist-guide  and  photographer,  is  well-known 
for  his  animal  sign  and  tracking  field  trips.  He  has  studied  animal  tracks  and  signs 
for  over  25  years  and  is  "perhaps  the  most  knowledgeable  tracker  in  New  England”. 
Relearn  the  "lost  and  ancient”  art  of  wilderness  tracking.  "Tracking  is  the  art  of 
observation  and  the  art  of  learning”.  For  Paul,  going  into  the  woods  to  track  and 
analyse  wild  animals  is  a  form  of  meditation.  "Tracking  is  a  way  to  self-understand¬ 
ing.”  Learn  how  footprints  reveal  more  and  more  secrets  about  the  survival  struggles 
of  animals.  He  provides  guide  services,  animal  surveys  for  private  landowners,  photo¬ 
graphic  services  and  interpretive  field  trips. 


For  further  information  on  the  above  and  other  activities,  kindly  contact!. 

Lauren  Chaney,  President  649-7268  Joyce  Marinel,  Treasurer  597-8608 

Lil  Files,  Program  Chairperson  692-2520 

+**+**+*****++++***+*+**+*+++**+*+***+*+**+**++**++++**++**++*++*+*+*+*+**++**+**++++++**+*++*+ 


m 


0RMATI0N  on  BIRDWALKSi  Kindly  contact  our  club  leaders,  Bill  &  May  Harris  of  Nashua,  N.H. 
3)  881-9639  or  our  President,  Lauren  Chaney  649-7268.  Birdwalks  are  usually  announced 
at  our  monthly  meeting  and  in  many  local  newspapers. 

it******************************* ++++++*+*++++++++++*+++++++++++ ++++*++++++++* *+++++++++++*+++* 


MEMBERSHIP  DUESi  $5,00  for  single  membership  and  $8.00  for  family  membership 


/ 


CHELMSFORD/LOWELL  ADVERTISER  September  9,  1987 


MAN’S  BEST  FRIEND  may  not  be  a  dog  -  but 
rather  a  bird  -  as  evidenced  by  the  interest 
garnered  at  the  recent  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
meeting  held  last  week.  Top  photo  shows  Jean 


Buchhloz  of  Tyngsboro  preparing  the 
refreshments  while  Dave  and  Gladis  Bolger  of 
Westford  (bottom  photo)  seem  to  be  enjoying  the 


festivities,  (photo  by  Rick  Silva) 


Erma  “Jonnie”  Fisk  ofl 
Orleans  on  Cape  Cod,  whose  in¬ 
terest  in  ornithology  has  lasted 
through  thirty  years  of  bird- 
jwatching  and  banding,  will 
speak  at  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society’s  first  meeting  of  the  fall 
on  Thursday,  September  3. 

Fisk,  who  first  became  in¬ 
terested  in  birds  in  the  1950s, 

|  has  traveled  to  as  far  away  as 
Peru  and  Canada  in  her  study  o" 

|  birds.  Now  in  her  eighties,  she 
has  written  several  well- 
j  received  books  and  has  sat  on 
the  boards  of  the  National  Au- 
Idubon  Society,  the  Cornell 
Laboratory  of  Ornithology  and 
the  Cape  Cod  Museum  of  Natu- 
|ral  History. 

Fisk’s  presentation  begins  at 
|7:30  p.m.  in  the  Dunstable  Con- 
lgregational  Church,  Rte.  113, 
Dunstable.  Refreshments  will 
[be  served  after  the  meeting.  For 
Imore  information,  call  Lil  at 
692-2520. 


snowy  egret  may  be  one  of  the  birds  discussed  by  bird-bander  Emma  Fisk. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Dunstable  Congregational 
Church  (Route  113)  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the 
,’nonth  at  7:30  P.M.  Open  to  the  Public.  Bring  a 
friend.  Refreshments  served. 

Thursday,  September  3rd  - 

THE  LIFE  &.  TIMES  OF  BIRD-BANDER  =7081  by  Erma 

(Jonnie)  Fisk 

"Jonnie''  Fisk  of  Orleans.  Mass,  a  spry  woman  in  hei 
eighties,  is  much  in  demand  as  a  speaker  about  her 
30  years  as  a  bird-bander.  Her  interest  in 
ornithology  has  taken  her  from  Peru  to  Canada.  Sh« 
wrote  her  first  book  at  the  age  of  75.  The  New  I02 
times  has  called  her  latest  of  three  books  "a  deep, 
sweet  meditation  on  aging,  love,  loneliness,  and 
hope".  Her  lecture-slide  presentation  reflects  or. 
her  bird  study  expeditions  in  far-flung  locales, 
on  life  &:  aging,  on  an  older  woman's  avid  pursuit 
of  an  amateur  naturalist's  career,  in  a  warm, 
witty,  engaging  way.  She  has  sat  on  boards  of 
national  Audubon  Society,  Manomet  Bird  Observatory 
the  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  The  Asa 
Wright  Nature  Centre  in  Trinidad  (which  she  helped 
found),  the  Wetlands  Institute,  the  Cape  Cod 
Museum  of  Natural  History  and  Assoc,  for 
Preservation  of  Cape  Cod.  She  has  also  received 
many  awards  from  these  organizations 


|80  year-old  lectures  on 
her  interest  in  birds 


The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  is  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  start  of  its  fall  pro- 
gram  season  on  Thursday, 
September  3.  Scheduled  that  evening 
is  a  slide  show  entitled  “The  Life  and 
Times  of  Bird-Bander  #7081”  by  Er¬ 
ma  “Jonnie”  Fisk. 

Fisk,  of  Orleans,  is  a  woman  in  her 
eighties  who  is  in  much  demand  as  a 
speaker. 


Her  30-year  interest  in  ornithology 
has  taken  her  from  Peru  to  Canada. 
Fisk  wrote  her  first  book  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  at  the  age  of  75.  The  New  York 
Times  has  called  her  latest  three 
books  “a  deep  meditation  on  aging, 
love,  loneliness  and  hope.”  Her  slide 
program  reflects  her  bird  study  ex¬ 
peditions  in  far-flung  locales,  on  life 
and  aging,  and  an  older  woman’s 


avid  pursuit  of  an  amateur 
naturalist’s  career. 

Fisk  has  sat  on  the  boards  of  the 
National  Audubon  Society,  Manomet 
Bird  Observatory,  the  Cornell 
Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  the  Asa 
Wright  Nature  Center  in  Trinidad 
(which  she  helped  found),  the 
Wetlands  Institute,  the  Cape  Cod 
Museum  of  Natural  History  and  the 
Association  for  the  Preservation  of 
Cape  Cod. 


Meetings  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  are  held  in  the  Dunstable 
Congregational  Church  on  Route  113 
in  Dunstable  Center,  five  minutes 
from  Route  3.  Programs  begin  at  7 : 30 
pm.  The  public  is  invited  to  attend. 
Refreshments  are  served  following 
the  meeting. 


tyngsborough  bird  society 

Meetings  are  held  at  Dunstable  Congregational 
Church  (Route  113)  on  the  first  Thursday  o 
the  month  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  October  1. 
WTIPLIFE  COMMUTER  by  Mark  Wilson 
Mark  Wilson  of  Dunstable,  Mass.,  a  favorite 
club  member,  has  given  us  many  excellent  programs 
in  the  past  and  we  are  glad  to  welcome  him  bac 
after  a  two-year  absence.  He  now  works  in  the 
Photography  Dept,  for  the  Boston  Globe.  He  has 
worked  a  two-year  apprenticeship  with  Leonard 
Rue  III,  the  "Father  of  Magazine  Wildlife 

Photography".  Mark's  photographs  have  appeared 
in  National  Wildlife,  National  Geography 
Outdoor  Life,  Living  Bird  Quarterly,  Jjglgl— 

Hi  nirtrinor  Photographer  and  many  otner 

gaflff&lSiU.  He  also  wonThe  1981  Boston 
Globe  Fitzgerald  Award  for  Photo-journalism 
and  many  other  awards  and  recognition.  Come 
meet  and  see  the  wildlife  he  encounters  on  his 
way  to  work. 

For  further  information  on  the  above  and  other 
activities,  kindly  contact:  Lil  Files,  Program 
Chairperson  at  692-^2520^, 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  at  Dunstable  Congregational  Churctj 
Rt .  113  at  7:30  P.M.  They  are  open  to  the  public 
free  of  charge. 

November  5  -  Animal  Tracking  by  Paul  Rezendes 
Paul  Rezendes  of  Royalston,  Mass,  a  Naturalist- 
guide  and  photographer,  is  well-known  for  his 
animal  sign  and  tracking  field  trips.  He  has 
studied  animal  tracks  and  signs  for  over  25  years 
and  is  "perhaps  the  most  knowledgeable  tracker  in 
New  England".  Relearn  the  "lost  and  ancient"  art 
of  wilderness  tracking.  "Tracking  is  the  art  of 
observation  and  the  art  of  learning".  For  Paul, 
going  into  the  woods  to  track  and  analyze  wild 
animals  is  a  form  of  meditation.  "Tracing  is  a 
way  to  self-understanding."  Learn  how  footprints 
reveal  more  and  more  secrets  about  the  survival 
struggles  of  animals.  He  provides  guide  services, 
animal  surveys  for  private  landowners,  photographic| 
services  and  interpretive  field  trips. 

For  further  information  contact  Lil  Files, 

Program  Chairperson  692-2520. 


irtt  society  welcomes 
back  Globe  photographer 


‘‘Wildlife  Commuter”  by  Mark 
Wilson  is  the  featured  program  of  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  this  Thursday,  October  1  at 
30  p.m. 

Wilson,  a  resident  of  Dunstable  and 
favorite  member  of  the  bird  club, 
las  given  many  excellent  programs 
n  the  past  and  the  club  is  glad  to 
welcome  him  back  after  a  two-year 
bsence. 

Wilson  currently  works  in  the 
photography  department  of  the 
Boston  Globe.  He  previously  appren¬ 
ticed  for  two  years  with  the  world- 
reknown  Leonard  Rue  TIL^.  the 


“Father  of  Magazine  Wildlife] 
Photography.” 

Wilson’s  photos  have  appeared  in] 
National  Wildlife,  National] 
Geographic,  Outdoor  Life,  Living] 
Bird  Quarterly,  Natural  History, 
Outdoor  Photographer,  and  many] 
other  publications.  He  was  awarded] 
the  1981  Boston  Globe  Fitzgerald] 
Award  for  Photojournalism,  as  well] 
as  numerous  other  awards  and  I 
recognition. 

The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  meets] 
in  the  Dunstable  Congregational] 
Church  on  route  113  in  Dunstable 
Center,  just  five  minutes  from  Route] 
Free  admissic 


Times,  Monday,  November  16,  198^ 

Learn  an  about  bluebirds  i 

The  Sawyer  Free  Library  is  sponsoring  a  slide 
lecture  on  bluebirds  by  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Wind¬ 
swept  Acres,  Tyngsboro,  on  Thursday,  Nov.  19,  at 
7:30  p.m.,  in  the  Friend  Room.  No  admission  will  be 
charged. 

Files,  who  is  past  president  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  has 
been  lecturing  on  bluebirds  throughout  New  England 
for  many  years.  She  maintains  and  monitors  an 
extensive  Bluebird  Trail  and  has  had  bluebirds  on 
her  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  more  than  45  years. 

In  recent  years,  the  bluebird  has  very  rarely  been 
seen  in  New  England,  but  Files  will  explain  the, bird’s 
plight  and  good  effective  bluebird  conservation.  They 
are  now  in  jeopardy  primarily  because  they  cannot 
find  enough  places  to  breed  successfully.  With  cer-* 
tain  measures,  we  have  the  ability  to  reverse  the 
reduction  of  the  population  of  the  bluebird. 


IClub  Lecture  Is  ‘For  The  Birds’ 


The  Andover  Garden  Club  will  present 
“Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds,”  a  slide  pre¬ 
sentation  and  lecture  by  bird  enthusiast 
Lillian  Files,  Tuesday,  Jan.  5,  at  9:30 
a.m.  at  Unitarian  Universalist  Church  on 
I  Locke  Street. 

The  presentation  will  include  a  display 
I  of  nesting  boxes,  nests,  eggs,  mounted 
|  bluebirds  and  books  and  pamphlets.  The 


bluebirds’  plight  and  effective  bluebird 
conservation  will  be  discussed. 

Guests  are  invited  to  attend  this  infor¬ 
mative  meeting  where  refreshments  will 
be  served  at  a  table  enhanced  by  a  floral 
arrangement  designed  by  Mrs.  Cyril  M. 
White.  Mrs.  William  T.  Bride  and  Mrs. 
Peter  J.  Moskos  will  be  hostesses. 
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62  Bennett  St. 
Wakefield  MA  01880 
December  9,  198? 


PROTECTION  OF  ANIMALS  IN  WAKEFIELD  SOCIETY 


Lillian  Lund  Files 
Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsboro  MA  01879 

Dear  Lillian: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  a  superb  program  presented 
to  us  last  night.  I  don't  nedd  to  tell  you  that  your 
audience  was  enthralled  every  minute.  Nary  a  cough 
or  a  foot  shuffle  to  indicate  boredom!  How  could 
we  be  bored  by  such  a  vital  and  endearing  subject! 

The  attendance  was  29,  more  than  usual  -  it  shows 
that  there  is  real  interest  (  and  concern)  in  blue¬ 
birds. 

I  shall  be  one  of  those  calling  you  in  early 
spring  to  ask,  "Are  they  there  yet?"  I'll  plan 
on  getting  a  group  together  and  will  call  first, 
of  course. 

Thank  you,  too,  for  that  beautiful  poster. 

It  shall  have  a  place  of  honor. 

It  is  heart-warming  to  know  that,  through  your 
efforts  and  the  effortoof  others,  bluebirds  are  in¬ 
deed  coming  back  to  this  area. 


Sincerely , 


Esther  P.  Nowell 
President 


Nov.  10-  PAWS  meeting,  7:00  pm 


at  the  Beebe  Library1 
Wakefield.  Program: 


"Bringing  Back  the  Blue¬ 


birds",  Lillian  Lund 
Files . 
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LENOX  COLLECTIONS 

One  Lenox  Center 
Langhorne,  Pennsylvania  19047 


Richard  E. 
Presided 


irns 


YORK  COUNTY  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 


A  Chapter  of  the  National  Audubon  Society 


THE  HARLEQUIN 
January  1988 


Tuesday,  February  16 

7:30  p.m. 


— ■ ■ 


COMING  EVENTS 

MEETING  at  the  Webhannet  Woman's  Clubhouse  in 
Kennebunk. 

Program :  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  Mass.,  Past 
President  of  the  American  Bluebird  Association,  will 
give  an  illustrated  lecture  on  "Where  Have  All  the 
Bluebirds  Gone?"  and  "Enjoying  the  Bluebirds."  Jonnie 
Fiske  and  Beatrice  Lord  from  E.  Lebanon  say  this  is  a 
program  that  should  not  be  missed. 

Hospitality :  Dorothy  Twombly,  Ruth  Russell,  Terry 
Parsons . 


/ 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Tyngsborough,  Mass.  01879 


CALENDAR  of  PROGRAMS  for  1988  ATTACHED 
(Kindly  mark  dates  on  your  calendar) 


Meetings  are  held  at  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  (Route  113) 


on  the  First  Thursday  of  the  month  at  7:30  P.M. 


Open  to  the  Public 


Bring  a  friend 


Refreshments 


For  further  information  on  programs  &  other  activities,  kindly  contact: 


Lauren  Chaney, ' President  649-7268 
Beverly  Wilson,  Treasurer  649-6760 
Lil  Files,  Program  Chairman  692-2520 
Mary  Ann  Hayward,  Publicity  649-7949 
Jean  Buchholtz,  Refreshments  649-3143 


INFORMATION  on  BIRD  WALKS:  Kindly  contact  our  club  leaders.  Bill  &  May  Harris 


of  Nashua,  N.H.  (603)  881-9639  or  our  President,  Lauren  Chaney  649-7268. 
Birdwalks  are  usually  announced  at  our  monthly  meetings  and  in  many  local 
newspapers*  Also  see  enclosed  sheet  on  walks  for  Spring,, 

MEMBERSHIP:  $5.00  for  single  membership  and  $8.00  for  family  membership 


HOPE  TO  SEE  YOU  SOONJ 


Eastern 

Bluebird  Conservation 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Tyngsborough,  Mass.  01879 


CALENDAR  of  PROGRAMS  for  1988 
3/3/88  OUR  AMAZING  WORIP  of  NATURE  by  Karl  Schanz 

“on  ; m  °hz for  th° «- 

fo°af  sisutSssrsi.'ihLf^  -iv^r  .j.is.sns'as’rhSs. 

^.dbpk&Sjs :S  SS  r.*o^S7£- 

lB»  lM,<>rlPtl0ni  "P°r  talent  aa*a  teacher  aVI^r  ofPJStoVa1p^f?11°W* 


4/7/88  BIRDS  of  SCENIC  SCOTLAND  by  Jim  Handera on 


3Ut?lS"a0|?Aort3rtma?o“eUSai1£i,t  t^*nf aPh6r  ^°“  “la3«ow«  Scotland  la  her.  in  the  Bay 
S^’o'r  are^haa^ oaptured  hi. 

ton  nEU*^  ““.yaaL^.ror1f“Ko;Ts8diaf  ^V"  S^Sf^b21Sr,tSr5S’ 

the  Soottlah  counterpart  or  our  Auiubon  Soclety^vol^eSl'  2^l£10#C&°£  on  “ 


5/5/8 8  SAVAGE  PARADISE  by  Jaoob  Mosaer  III 


i 


jSHSSsvS "£  i;£££ 

ed  on  photograp hy  throughout  the  Northeast  °r»af  oale^dara  &  postoards*  He  has  Judged  &  leotur- 

sas.'sSiJiSSwi? JsS* 

are  described  but  special  attention  was  aian  nnin0?*  iTil?  ma,Jor  large  animals  &  their  behavior 

SrSK  s-ss# 


#f/8/88  A  NEW  ENGLAND  DAY  by  Garret  Maleaki 


MsP^?or?sS  1SdUfltX*y  ft  n0t  P°r3iated  and  sucoeeded^^^atSd^^^  S^Paten^f or° 

Tor  M  ^rt^^o^L^rin^a^SlS'in11  J?  “I  wildlife  and  nature  photography  planning 

relaxation  he  enjo^f  t£e  aSSSn  °aPt^0  ““J  “peolal  moment  «•!».  For 

tiiat  makes  New  England,  our  own  backyard  unique  V  titm#  Share  wlth  1x1111  the  naturftl  diversity 
#N0ITt  THIS  MEETING  IS  HEU)  ON  THE  SECOND  THURSDAY  DUE  TO  LABOR  DAY  WEEKEND. 

10/6/88  WILD  In  ALASKA  by  Bey  &  Mark  Wilson 

KSTSSSsSSsssS  5&25iE~£?* 

?o^th:aoiotbaef.^^f:PXrS:idhhe1Sd0at0n  0,1Ob0-  «»  also  wrltea^^regulii^photography  aTl^T 

KwH,5j“^ss««H'S 
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m  NORTHERN  MISCELLANEA  by  E. 


P»  Huyck 


«  Pn°M?enaiTe#coll*ctlon  ^t^n 

-  ----  ^^J^rsr^^.%s:tSL 


A  sad  song 

for  bluebirds 

Tyngsborough  authority  laments 
the  increasingly  hostile 
environment  of  the  Northeast 


By  RON  DUBE 
Telegraph  Correspondent 

ike  many  of  the  human  inhabitants  of  the 
northeast,  the  North  American  bluebird  has 
faced  a  serious  crunch  in  housing. 

The  problem  has  been  so  serious  that  until 
recently,  the  bluebird  population  has  been 
reduced  90  percent  from  what  it  was  only  50 
years  ago.  According  to  the  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngs- 
boro,  a  former  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society,  the  reduction  in  bluebirds  stems  from  the  dwin¬ 
dling  number  of  potential  nesting  sites. 

She  says  bluebirds  nest  only  in  trees  or  poles  which  are 
partially  hollow.  Trees  with  woodpecker  holes  or  old 
decaying  fence  posts  are  ideal,  she  notes.  She  adds  that 
the  nesting  sites  must  be  in  an  open  area,  such  as  a  field, 
without  too  much  undergrowth. 

Unfortunately  for  the  bluebird,  these  ideal  conditions 
are  fast  disappearing.  Files  notes  that  ideal  open  land  is 
being  developed  for  housing  units  and  shopping  areas. 
The  few  remaining  farmers  are  replacing  their  rotting 
fence  posts  with  more  durable  metal  ones.  Even  the  dead 
trees  with  holes  are  being  cut  at  an  alarming  rate  for 
firewood. 

The  bluebirds  must  compete  with  more  aggressive 
birds  for  the  few  available  nesting  sites.  The  ubiquitous 
house  sparrow  or  English  sparrow  will  crush  baby  blue¬ 
birds  with  their  powerful  beaks,  throw  the  dead  young 
out,  and  take  over  the  nest. 

The  house  wren  will  use  its  curved  beak  to  puncture 
and  destroy  bluebird  eggs.  Raccoons,  opossums,  and 
black  snakes  have  also  wreaked  havoc  on  nesting  blue¬ 
birds. 

Despite  these  adversities  —  and  with  help  from 
humans — the  bluebirds  are  making  a  noteworthy  recov¬ 
ery.  Files  says  the  plight  of  the  bluebird  was  publicized 
nationally  in  an  article  published  in  the  Sunday  supple¬ 
ments  of  newspapers  about  a  dozen  years  ago. 

She  says  92,000  responses  were  received  by  conserva¬ 
tion  groups  across  the  country.  She  says,  “The  interest  in 
bluebirds  was  there.” 

In  1978,  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  was 
formed  with  over  7,000  members.  The  society  seeks  to 
promote  awareness  of  the  delicacy  of  bluebird  biology.  It 
teaches  interested  people  how  to  establish  so-called 
‘bluebird  trails’  to  encourage  birds  to  nest  in  areas  that 
can  be  monitored. 

“Bluebird  trails”  consist  of  a  number  of  nesting  boxes 
spaced  at  intervals  of  100  yards  in  locations  easily  acces¬ 
sible  for  monitoring. 

Bluebird  boxes  should  be  10  feet  deep  with  a  face  of 
four  and  a  half  inches.  The  hole  should  have  a  diameter 
of  an  inch  and  a  half  and  should  be  placed  eight  inches 
from  the  bottom.  _ _ 


A  perch  will  attract  other  species  of  birds,  so  no  perch 
should  be  used.  The  floor  should  be  recessed  a  quarter  of 
an  inch,  and  a  three-eights-inch  section  should  be  cut  off 
each  corner  for  drainage. 

The  wood  should  not  be  plywood,  which  appeals  to 
munching  racoons. 

Finally,  grooves  should  be  cut  on  the  inside,  just  below 
the  entrance  to  provide  the  fledglings  a  grip  to  exercise 
their  neck  muscles  as  they  develop. 

The  box  should  be  mounted  at  least  five  feet  up  on  a 
greased  pipe.  The  grease,  Files  explains,  keeps  raccoons 
away.  The  box  should  be  kept  at  least  40  feet  away  from 
brushy  areas  to  prevent  a  takeover  by  the  house  wren. 

Files  says  that  perhaps  the  worst  enemy  of  the  blue¬ 
bird,  aside  from  habitat  destruction,  is  the  house  spar¬ 
row,  an  imported  English  bird  which  has  adapted  very 
successfully  to  the  U.S. 

Files  says  “bluebirders”  monitor  nesting  boxes  period¬ 
ically  to  destroy  eggs  of  the  housesparrow.  She  says  that 
when  the  house  sparrow  population  has  been  reduced  in 
an  area,  bluebirds  will  move  in. 

Files  has  had  a  lifelong  affection  for  the  bluebirds.  She 
was  born  in  Belmont,  Mass.  Her  father  owned  30  acres  of 
land  in  Tyngsboro,  where  he  set  up  the  nesting  boxes. 

She  remembers  always  having  bluebirds  nesting  on 
the  Scribner  Hill  site.  She  remembers  calling  Katharine 
Lambert,  who  wrote  a  weekly  bird  column  for  a  daily 
newspaper,  and  asking  her  why  she  never  wrote  about 
bluebirds. 

Lambert  told  her  she  thought  the  bird  was  extinct  in 
the  area.  Files  invited  her  to  her  Tyngsboro  property. 

Files  says,  “When  she  reported  the  bluebirds  in  her 
column,  people  from  all  over  came  up  to  see  them.”  Files 
has  become  a  local  authority  on  bluebirds. 

She  calls  the  bluebird  a  truly  American  bird  with  a  blue 
back,  reddish  breast,  and  white  underneath.  She  calls 
anyone  who  has  the  birds  nesting  on  their  property 
“chosen  ones.” 

She  likes  to  quote  the  following  passage  about  the 
bluebird  from  Thoreau’s  journal: 

“Measure  your  health  by  your  sympathy  with  morning 
and  spring.  If  there  is  no  response  in  you  to  the  awakening 
of  nature,  if  the  prospect  of  an  early  morning  walk  does 
not  banish  sleep,  if  the  warble  of  the  first  bluebird  does 
not  thrill  you,  know  that  the  morning  and  spring  of  your 
life  are  past.” 

Files,  who  recently  spoke  at  the  library  to  the  Southern 
New  Hampshire  Audibon  Society,  is  available  for  a  slide 
presentation  on  bluebird  activity  and  ways  of  encourag¬ 
ing  nesting. 
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Lillian  Files  checks  the  nesting  box  for  bluebirds  in  her  yard.  At  right] 
are  a  pair  of  mounted  bluebirds  she  uses  in  her  lectures.  She  found 

the  dead  birds  after  a  storm  and  received  permission  from  state  ana 
federal  game  officials  to  mount  them,  which  is  usually  illegal. 


BRING  BACK  the  BLUEBIRDS 

One  hour  lecture  ^ide^no^mrr^on  Bluebijxlsr 
by  Lillian  Lund  Files 

Capen  Hill  Nature  Sanctuary 


Saturday  March  5 


o~ 

°v  f 


f rom  2  to  3  pm 

Lil  Files,  Past  President  of  the  North  American  Blu- 
ebird  Society  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  has  ^ 
been  lecturing  on  Bluebirds  for  many  years  through- 
out  New  England.  She  maintains  and  monitors  an  c  ‘ " 
extensive  Bluebird  Trail  and  has  had  Bluebirds 
on  her  own  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  over  45  years. 

Slide  program  will  explain  the  Bluebirds’  plight  and 
good  Effective  Bluebird  Conservation.  A  pair  of 
mounted  Bluebirds,  nest,  eggs,  nesting  boxes, 
books  and  pamphlets  will  be  displayed. 

rlease  come  and  join  us.  nearn 
how  to  erect  houses  that  Bluebirds 
will  prefer.  j_earn  how,  when  and 
where  to  get  the  best  results, 
bluebird  trails  have  proven  to  be 


Lil  Monitoring  a  Bluebird  Box 

The  program  is  FRBB 


the  best  way  to  Bring  back  the  Blue¬ 
birds.  Lets  bring  them  back 


But  any  donations  to  help  us  defray 
expenses  are  always  appreciated. 


How  many  of  us  here  in  New  England  have  seen  a  Bluebird  recently?  Bluebirds  are  often  referred  to  as  the  “Bluebirds  of 
Happiness”  and  are  one  of  the  best  loved  of  all  our  songbirds  and  yet  few  get  to  see  them  -  even  avid  birdwatchers.  Yet  50  years  ago 
Bluebirds  were  among  the  most  common  songbirds  in  North  America.  In  Colonial  times,  they  were  often  called  the  “Blue  Robin” 
and  were  the  first  sign  of  spring.  They  have  been  celebrated  in  song  and  literature  as  a  symbol  of  love,  hope,  and  happiness.  A  most 
quoted  description  of  these  winged  beauties  comes  from  Thoreau’s  pen:  “The  Bluebird  carries  the  sky  on  its  back.” 


Bluebirds  are  in  jeopardy  primarily  because  they  cannot  find  enough  places  to  breed  successfully.  They  insist  on  nesting  in  either 
natural  or  artificial  enclosures.  Dead  trees  and  wooden  fence  posts  that  provided  nesting  cavities  in  earlier  times  are  disappearing. 
Habitat  of  open  fields  and  orchards  conducive  to  bluebird  nesting  territory  is  shrinking  rapidly  or  has  been  soiled  by  the  injurious 
use  of  pesticides.  Bluebirds  must  also  compete  for  nesting  sites  with  the  imported  house  sparrows  and  starlings.  These  alien  birds 
have  overrun  the  continent  and  are  far  more  aggressive  than  bluebirds.  They  have  taken  most  of  the  natural  cavities  which 
bluebirds  use.  These  problems  have  reduced  the  bluebird  population  by  as  much  as  90  percent.  Fortunately,  we  have  the  ability  to 
reverse  this  alarming  trend  as  this  program  will  explain.  ® 


Bluebirds  are  in  great  need  of  human  help.  “Bluebirders”  feel  like  one  of  the  “Chosen  Ones”  when  fortunate  enough  to 
bluebirds  nest  on  their  own  property,  but  also  feel  like  the  “Godparent”  to  all  bluebirds  wherever  they  are  in  giving  them  such  much 

needed  loving  attention. 


..  •  ■ . 


Mm 
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have  nine  bluebird  boxes 
in  this  Central  Cemetery 
in  Dunstable  just  down  the 
street  from  Windswept. 


search  for  your  blufmrd  of  happiness 


THE  BLUEBIRD  LADY 


9n  the  paAt  9've  been  cqlled  upon  to  do  Aome  eutoyieA  {on  Aome  cioAe  {Ln.ie.ndA  but  thiA  La 
a  Leiten  9  came  acnonn  in  my.  {athen'  a  papenn  that  9'd  tide  to  Ahane  with,  you* 


ft 


m 


« 


1  athen  a  day 
(June  /9,  19*3 


Dean  dad , 

*  • 
thin  La  a  Little  note  to  you  {nom  youn  dauyhten  on  lathe  a  a  day  to  eApecialty 

thank  you  {on  ait  the  wonden{ui  memonieA  that  wilt  aiwayn  be  with  me,  9 ou  yave  me 

a  yneat  childhood  and  9  can  necait  ao  many  pieaAont  thinyA  we  Ahaned  toyethen,  What 

the  enctoAed  cand  Aayn  La  {nom  the  heant,  K 

ill  hat  9’  it  aiwayn  nememben  you  moAt  {on  La  the  wondenpui  yi{l  o{  enyoyiny  the  out- 

o{—dooAA,  9  ou  know  9  waAn1 1  ovenly  {ond  o{  beiny  in  the  hounel  9 ou  yave  me  ait  out- 

o{-doon  thinyA  Like  AkateAf  AhiLn  and  a  bike  which  9  enjoyed  and  appAeciated,  But  when 

9  think  back  9  atno  yained  ao  much  knowiedye  that' a  been  une{ui  to  me  ait  my  ii{e  - 

tike  yiviny  me  a  cameAa  once  when  we  went  away  on  a  tnip,  9  took  ao  many  pictuneA  a{ten 

that  on  ait  thoAe  wonden{ui  tnipn  you  took  me  on.  Ait  theAe  pieanant  memonieA  one  ne- 

conded  in  my  many  Acnapbookn, 

9ou  tauyht  me  about  ptan^ny  a  {towen  yanden  and  Let  me  have  a  Little  one  ouinide 
oun  backdoon  in  Waltham  which  9  thouyht  waA  the  yneateAt  thiny  -  watchiny  a  Aeed  ynow- 
iny  into  a  beauti{ut  { towen,  duniny  the  i ictony  {janden  ena  plant iny  veyatabieA  in 
JynyAbono  wan  anothen  expenience  -  9’ it  neven  {onyet  ait  thoAe  potatoeA  <f  AyuanheA  we 
hanveAted,  Jeachiny  me  ait  about  been  wan  a  wondenput  expenience,  9  nememben  9  didn't 
Like  the  Arnett  white  we  wene  extnactiny  the  honey  but  9  do  necait  Apendiny  many  an  houn 
atone  white  you  wene  at  wonk  watchiny  that  yneat  obAenvation  hive  you  made,  9' ve  been 
Aeniounty  thinkiny  o{  naininy  beeA  down  the  {ieid  ayain  Aometime,  they  aiwayn  did  { aA - 
donate  me, 

9  aino  nememben  you  puttiny  up  bind  houneA  ait  oven  the  {ieid  which  pnobabty  Atanted 
me  on  my  biuebind  caneent  9 ou  yave  me  my  {LaaI  bindbox  when  9  had  the  camp  and  9' it  ai- 
wayn  nememben  we  yot  biuebindn  then  yeanA  ayo  and  imayine  we  Atilt  do  and  youn  dauyhten 
today  La  Pnenident  o{  the  Nonth  Amenican  Biuebind  Society [  9{  it  wenen  t  {on  you  Atant- 

iny  me  to  hany  up  theAe  boxeAf  thin  would  neven  have  happened  9fm  none,  9  nememben  Apend 
iny  many  an  houn  in  the  ceitan  with  you  in  Waltham  and  wanted  to  iny  out  ait  youn  wood- 
wonkiny  machineA  and  who  thouyht  in  my  old  aye  9'd  {inaity  yet  to  une  them  buildiny  biue¬ 
bind  boxeA1, 

Anothen  thiny  9  have  to  thank  you  {on  La  teachiny  me  a  little  about  boatn  and  ait 
the  wondenpui  timeA  we  had  on  ft einn{ond  cf  {fovennon  A  9 Aland  in  BoAton  Hanbon,  Pememben 
Aleepiny  in  a  tent  in  the  cemeteny  by  mintake',  We  Aune  had  yneat  timeA  cook  iny  cnabA  & 
lobAtenA  on  the  beach  at  niyht,  9 ou  aino  tauyht  me  ait  about  Aait-waten  jlphiny  and  {neAh 
waten  {inhiny,  0{  counAe,  when  9  yot  olden  the  btyyeAt  thniti  waA  teachiny  me  how  to 
dnive  a  can, 

Ihene  one  ao  many  mone  thinyA  9  could  necait  but  you  wene  the  one  who  aiwayn  made 


me  awane  of  my.  Swedish,  henitaye  &  tnaditivnA  but  today  hi  moat  necatt  wqa  when  aid  my 
Swedish  yiAjfjitendA  would  Line  up  at  the  Swedish  DanceA  to  yet  a  chance,  to  dance  Hambo 
with  my  fatheA  and  poon  fla,  youA  yneateAt  pantneA,  had  to  Aettte  foA  VotkaA)  Uatt^eA  <f 
ScJiottUeA. 

Stine  we  had  Aome  diAayneementA «  U/hy  not,  you.  and  hi  one  ao  much  atikel  hi  yet  my 
enenyy  and  enthuAioAm.  fjvom  you*  Sune  h?  centainty  thouyht  you  wene  oventy  Atnict  with 
me  at  timeA  white  ynjowiny  up,  but  hi' ve  LiAted  above  aJJL  the  wondeAfut  thinyA  hr' LL  atwayA 
AemembeA.  you  foA  moAt  of  alt  and  hope  you  can.  think  of  att  the  yood  timeA  we  Ahaned  to - 
yetheA  aA  fatheA  and  dauyhteju  Ha  the  cand  AayA,  it' a  Aeldom  we  teLL  thiA  to  a  peAAon  ao 
thouyht  h/'d  Ait  down  today  and  wnite  it  to  you* 


Love  atwayA, 

d qua  dauyhteA, 


J 
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R.C.  BERNER 
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HOW  WE  DID  OUR  OWN  DIG  DAY 
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Kay  14th.  is  Bluebird  4  Warbler  Day  I  Hardly  a  year  goes  by  but  what  some 
one  adds  a  bluebird  to  their  life  list  on  this  trip  to  Ill  Piles  at  Windswept 
Acres  on  Scribner  Rd.  Tynes.&  to  La  Ice  Mprc-,  _ 


NEWSWEEKLY,  THURSDAY,  MARCH  24, 1988 

Local  student  helps  j 
save  the  bluebirds  I 


students  they  could  help 
the  bluebirds  by 


TGBO-Christopher 
Favreau,  a  student  in  Mrs. 
Truscott’s  second  grade 
class  at  the  Lakeview 
School,  built  a  bluebird 
house  at  home  after  seeing 
Save  the  Bluebird  Program 
given  by  Mrs.  Lillian  Files. 
This  program  was  presented 
to  all  second  grade  students 
in  the  Winslow  and 
Lakeview  Schools.  The  se¬ 
cond  grade  students,  under 
the  instruction  of  their 
teachers:  Mrs.  Lee,  Miss 
Laurie,  Miss  Robson,  and 
Mrs.  Truscott,  have  been 
studying  birds  in  their 
science  class.  The  students 
were  excited  about  this  pro¬ 
gram  and  asked  Mrs.  Files 
many  interesting  questions 
following  the  program. 
Several  students  brought  in 
birds’  nests  for  her  to  iden¬ 
tify.  She  brought  with  her  a 
bluebird  nest  with  eggs  that 
did  not  hatch  and  a  bluebird 
house  to  show  the  students. 
She  also  brought  large 
posters  of  a  bluebirds  for 
each  class  and  gave  each  stu¬ 
dent  the  plans  to  build  a 
bluebird  house.  She  told  the 


save 

building  homes  for  them] 
and  thereby  encouraging 
them  to  nest  here. 

Mrs.  Files  has  had 
bluebirds  nesting  in  her  yard 
for  the  past  45  years  and  has 
been  an  avid  bluebird  en¬ 
thusiast  for  the  past  10 
years.  She  is  the  Past  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  and  is  the 
Program  Chairman  for  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
which  meets  on  the  first 
Thursday  of  each  month  at 
the  Congregational  Church 
in  Dunstable.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  please  call  her  at 
692-2520. 

The  Littlefield  Library 
provided  many  beautiful 
books  for  the  students  to 
read  in  preparation  and  as  a 
follow  up  to  this  program. 
The  favorite  book  was 
Bluebird  Seven. 

This  program  was  one  in  a 
series  of  programs  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Tyngsboro 
P.T.S.O.  Arts  and  Enrich¬ 
ment  Committee.  □ 
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(PRESIDENTIAL  POINTS-j 

know  both  John  Rogers  of  Newl 
I  York  and  Lillian  Files  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  use  paired  boxes  so  I  asked  for 
their  input  on  this  subject.  Both  John 
and  Lil  prefer  pairing  at  8  ft.  [2.44  m] 
apart;  we  all  agree  that  anything  overl 
10  ft.  [3.05  m]  apart  probably  will  resultf 
in  having  swallows  use  both  boxes. 
Even  this  pairing  isn’t  always  100% 

I  successful,  but  it  has  been  a  tremen-| 
|dous  help  to  the  three  of  us. 

Last  year  I  had  two  instances  of  1 
swallows  using  both  boxes  of  a  pair 
which  were  5  ft.  [1.52  m]  apart;  how¬ 
ever,  in  both  cases  one  box  of  nest¬ 
lings  was  very  near  the  fledgling  stage 
when  the  second  swallow  started  nest¬ 
ing.  On  occasion,  you  will  have  a  late 
nesting  swallow.  Perhaps  her  first  nest| 
was  unsuccessful  or  possibly  the  fe- 
Imale  is  a  young  bird.  At  anv  rate  whenl 
the  swallows  have  completed  their 
nesting  the  bluebirds  have  the  choice 
of  all  the  boxes  as  the  Tree  Swallow 
does  not  usually  nest  twice  in  a  breed¬ 
ing  season. 


. 
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Spring  is  here  and  bluebirds  are 
coming  to  Ashfield!  On  April  12  . 

The  Friends  of  the  Belding  Memorial 
Library  are  sponsoring  a  one-hour 
lecture  slide  program  about  these 
I  beautiful  birds  by  Lillian  Files. 

I Lil  Files,  past  president  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society  and 
the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  has  lec¬ 
tured  on  bluebirds  for  many  years 
throughout  New  England.  She  maintains 
land  monitors  an  extensive  Bluebird 
I  Trail  and  has  had  bluebirds  on  her 
own  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  over 
45  years.  The  program  will  explain 
I  the  bluebirds'  plight,  suggest  ef¬ 
fective  conservation,  and  take  us  on 
la  journey  through  Lil  Files'  own 
I Bluebird  Trail.  There  will  also  be  a 
[display  of  bluebirds'  nests,  eggs 
land  nesting  boxes.  The  program  be- 
Igins  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Belding 
I  Library. 
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Photographer  Karl  Schanz 

Multi-image  nature  show 

Award-winning  Tewksbury 
photographer  Karl  Schanz  will 
present  a  multi-image  slide- 
lecture  entitled  "Our  Amazing 
World  of  Nature  II,”  with 
musical  accompaniment  on 
Thursday,  March  3,  at  7:30 
p.m.,  at  the  Dunstable  Congre¬ 
gational  Church,  Route  113, 
Dunstable. 

Sponsored  by  the  Tyngsboro  ^ 
Bird  Society,  interested  per¬ 
sons  are  invited  to  attend.  Re¬ 
freshments  will  be  served. 
Contact  Lil  Files  (692-2520) 
for  further  details. 


i* 


This  is  a  birding  couple 
from  South  Africa  who  came 
to  see  bluebirds  here* 


Jim  Henderson  of  Scotland 
gave  a  lecture  slide  pro¬ 
gram  on  4/7/88  for  TES . 


Laughing  Brook 
Education  Center  and 
Wildlife  Sanctuary 

Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 

Spring  1988 

Saturday,  April  9,  1  pm 
Leader:  Lillian  Files 
Fee:  $5/ $4  MAS  members 

Fifty  years  ago,  bluebirds  were  one  of  the  most 
common  songbirds  in  North  America.  Today,  largely 
as  a  result  of  insufficient  nest  sites,  the  population  has 
decreased  dramatically.  The  sighting  of  a  bluebird  in 
many  areas  is  now  a  rarity.  Fortunately,  there  are 
things  that  can  be  done  to  reverse  this  alarming  trend. 
Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  will  be  on  hand  to  share  with  you 
her  passion  for  bluebirds  and  to  let  you  know  what 
you  can  do  to  bring  back  the  bluebirds. 

Note:  This  program  coincides  with  the  afternoon  session  o , 
Winged  Hunters. 


Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 

Laughing  Brook  Education  Center  and  Wildlife  Sanctuary 
Hampden,  Massachusetts  01036 
(413)  566-8034 

April  22,  1988 

Dear  Lilian, 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  delightful  presentation 
at  Laughing  Brook.  It  was  a  pleasure  for  me  to 
finally  have  the  opportunity  to  hear  you  speak. 
Hopefully,  at  least  a  few  more  bluebird  boxes 
will  be  posted  at  a  result  of  your  visit  here. 

I  wish  you  the  best  of  success  in  your  continued 
bluebird  conservation  efforts. 


Sincerely, 
Penny  Jaques 


*:? 
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Lillian  Lund  Files  checks  out  a  bluebird  nesting 
box  in  her  backyard. 
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By  Tom  Tyning 


Eastern  bluebirds  are  for  manyl 
people  as  much  a  symbol  as  they! 
are  flesh  and  feathers.  All  that  is 
good  in  a  summer’s  day  in  the 
country  is  conjured  up  by  the  sight  | 
and  sound  of  what  the  Colonists 
|  called  the  “blue  robin.” 

Bluebird  motifs  adorn  plates 
I  and  stamps,  greeting  cards,  sculp- 


Bringing 

back 

bluebirds 


tures  and  paintings  —  a  symbol  of 
good  luck  and  cheer. 

Unfortunately,  the  vast  majori¬ 
ty  of  us  will  only  see  a  bluebird  in 
these  forms.  Our  grandparents 
were  luckier,  and  perhaps  richer 
for  the  experience,  w 

At  the  turn  of  the  century,  east¬ 
ern  bluebirds  were  one  of  the  com¬ 
monest  songbirds  over  much  of 
North  America,  especially  the1 
East. 

Every  child  knew  their  identity, 
and  almost  every  fence  line  hosted 
a  nesting  pair  of  bluebirds,  raising 
young  in  the  hollow  centers  of  a 
wooden  post. 

*  *  * 
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Bluebirds  were  more  abundant 
in  those  days  than  their  close  rela¬ 
tives,  the  robin. 

But  when  the  Erie  Canal  was 
built  and  the  opening  of  the  Mid¬ 
west  for  farming  commenced, 
bluebird  numbers  began  their  de¬ 
cline. 

Bluebirds  live  in  areas  that  are 
a  mix  of  open  land,  fields  and 
farms,  with  a  hedgerow  and  patch 
of  woods.  They  also  favor  beaver 
ponds,  where  dead  trees  provide 
cavities  for  nest  sites.  The  disap¬ 
pearance  of  beavers  by  the  early 
1800s  eliminated  much  of  that  ha¬ 
bitat  for  the  birds. 

The  introduction  of  non-native 
birds,  especially  starlings  and 
house  sparrows,  also  contributed 
to  the  decline  of  bluebird  popula¬ 
tions.  These  imported  birds  use 
the  same  kinds  of  nesting  sites  as 
bluebirds,  and  they  are  generally 
aggressive  enough  to  drive  the  na¬ 
tive  birds  from  an  area. 

The  final  blow  to  bluebirds  was 
the  widespread  use  of  pesticides 
on  farm  crops  in  the  late  1950s 
and  early  1960s.  Bluebirds  suf¬ 
fered  both  from  a  lack  of  food 
—  they  are  especially  fond  of 
ground-dwelling  insects  like 
grasshoppers  and  crickets  —  and 
from  the  toxic  properties  of  the 
poisons  that  accumulated  in  their 
bodies. 

*  *  * 

Recent  estimates  suggest  that 
bluebird  numbers  have  declined 
by  90  percent  since  the  turn  of 
the  century. 

But  not  everyone  is  content  to 
let  the  decline  continue. 

Throughout  the  country,  people 
are  fighting  back  in  various  ways. 
And  some  of  these  people  elo¬ 
quently  express  the  exuberance 
that  becomes  infectious  when 
helping  bluebirds. 

/ 

One  example  is  Lillian  Lund 
Files,  who  lives  in  Tyngsboro  in 
eastern  Massachusetts. 

Lillian  lives  for  bluebirds.  She 
is  a  tireless  crusader  for  their 
|  conservation  ajjid  an  entertaining 
speaker  wno  travels  throughout 
New  England  spreading  her  own 
brand  of  bluebird  evangelism. 

*  *  * 


Saturday  at  1  p.m.  she  will  be  at 
Laughing  Brook  in  Hampden  to 
offer  a  workshop  on  her  favorite 
subject. 

The  program  is  designed  for 
anyone  who  is  interested  in  the 
fascinating  history  of  bluebird 
populations.  It  will  focus  on  how, 
through  the  construction  of  spe¬ 
cially  designed  nesting  boxes, 
bluebird  populations  may  begin  an 
|  upswing. 

In  her  hour-and-a-half  program, 

I  Files  will  present  slides  from  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society, 

I  and  pictures  from  her  own  back¬ 
ward  bluebird  trail.  She  also  will 
display  books  and  pamphlets  on 
bluebirds. 

Few  people  can  pack  in.  as 
much  information  in  as  short  a 
time  and  with  as  much  bubbling 
enthusiasm  as  she  can. 

*  *  * 

Admittedly,  this  is  her  busy  sea- 
Ison.  Her  own  backyard  has  about 
30  bluebird  boxes  that  she  checks 
on  daily  basis,  to  be  sure  that  the 
nest  sites  are  not  taken  over  by 
|  competing  species. 

She  is  a  tireless  consultant  to 
I  the  hundreds  of  bluebird  enthusi¬ 
asts  throughout  the  region,  offer¬ 
ing  friendly  advice  and  tips  from 
I  her  50  years  of  experience  with 
|  bluebirds  in  her  own  yard. 

She  keeps  track  of  the  two 
[major  bluebird  trails  in  the  state: 
one  in  Gardner  operated  by  the 
[Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife, 
[and  the  other  in  the  Berkshires 
operated  by  Massachusetts  Audu- 
Jbon  Society’s  Pleasant  Valley 
|  sanctuary  in  Lenox. 

Bluebird  trails  are  simply  clus¬ 
ters  of  boxes  that  are  monitored 
by  people  to  determine  the  blue¬ 
bird  activity  around  them. 

Files  and  other  bluebird  enthu- 
I  siasts  are  serious  about  these 
projects,  and  try  to  impress  upon 
people  that  the  boxes  must  be 
checked  regularly.  While  this  can 
take  some  time,  it  also  gives  the 
I  best  results. 

Her  program  at  Laughing 
[Brook  is  part  of  the  sanctuary’s 
spring  series  of  activities  open  to 
the  public.  Admission  to  the  blue¬ 
bird  program  is  $5  per  person  and 
telephone  reservations  are 
strongly  recommended.  Call 
Laughing  Brook  at  566-8034  for 
details. 


FRIENDS  OF  MONSON  FREE  LIBRARY  will 
present  Lillian  Lund  Files,  past  president  of  the 
National  Bluebird  Society,  to  discuss  “Bring 
Back  the  Bluebird.”  This  program,  to  be  held  at 
7:30  in  the  cafeteria  of  Monson  Jr.-Sr.  High 
School,  is  open  to  the  public  free  ofcharge. 
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‘Savage  Paradise’  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Society  topic 


The  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  is 
pleased  to  present  “Savage 
Paradise”  by  Jacob  Mosser  III  on 
|  Thursday,  May  5  at  7:30  pm  in  the 
Dunstable  Congretaional  Church. 

Jacob  Mosser  III  of  Reading  is  a 
well-known  New  England 
photographer,  and  an  accomplished 
international  exhibitor.  He  has 
received  many  prestigious  awards 
from  Eastman  Kodak  and  National 
Wildlife.  His  work  has  appeared  on 
assorted  calendars  and  postcards. 
Mosser  has  also  judged  and  lectured 
on  photography  throughout  the  Nor¬ 
theast.  ‘‘Savage  Paradise”  is  a 
nature  photo  essay  of  East  African 


wildlife  photographed  during  a 
16-day  camping  safari.  This  presen¬ 
tation  is  a  one  hour  dissolve  slide 
show  accompanied  by  music  and  nar¬ 
ration.  The  major  large  animals  and 
their  behavior  are  described,  but 
special  attention  is  also  paid  to  land¬ 
scapes,  birds,  flowers  and  insects  for 
a  more  complete  nature  story.  The 
program  concludes  with  an  appendix 
which  describes  the  background  of 
Kenya  and  life  on  a  camping  safari. 

The  Dunstable  Congregational 
Church  is  located  on  route  113  just 
five  minutes  from  route  3.  The  public 
is  welcome  to  attend  the  meeting. 
Refreshments  are  served  following 
the  program. 
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TYNGSBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Dunstable  Congregational 
Church  (Route  113)  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the 
month  at  7:30  p.m.  Meetings  are  open  to  the 
public,  come  and  bring  a  friend.  Refreshments 
served. 

Thursday,  April  7th.  Birds  of  Scenic  Scotland 
by  Jim  Henderson.  Jim  Henderson  a  Scotish 
Naturalist  and  Photographer  from  Glasgow 
Scotland  is  here  in  the  Bay  State  for  a  short 
visit  -  so  we  can  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
the  beauty  of  Scotland  and  it's  birds. 

This  kilt-wearing  Scotsman  truly  loves  the 
wild  places  of  the  earth  and  has  captured  his 
love  of  birds  and  beauty  of  nature  with  his 
expertise  of  the  camera  to  share  with  others. 

In  his  native  country,  Jim  has  climbed  many  a 
rugged  and  majestic  mountain  and  has  walked 
through  it's  glens  and  coastline.  He  has 
given  many  slide  shows  to  many  photo  clubs 
and  other  organizations  throughout  Scotland 
and  England.  Last  year  he  was  highly  praised 
and  made  an  honorary  member  of  the  Canton 
Photo  Club  of  Ohio.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  the  Protection  of  Birds 
which  is  the  Scotish  counterpart  of  our  Audubon 
Society  and  volunteers  much  time  to  them  on 
projects . 

P.S.  There  will  be  a  Bird  Walk  led  by  Bill  and 
May  Harris  on  April  16th  to  Mauds lay  State  Park 
in  W.  Newbury  and  then  to  Newburyport  Harbor  and 
Plum  Island.  Meet  at  Caldor  parking  lot,  Rte  3 
side  at  8:15  a.m.  for  car  pooling.  Leaving  at 
8: 30  sharp .  Need  more  info  call  May  Harris  at 
603-88 1-9639  or  Lauren  Chaney  at  649-7268. 

May  14th  Blue  Bird  and  Warbler  Walk  with  Lil 
Files  at  Scribner  Hill  Road.  Call  692-2520 


Nature  Talks  From  Down  on  the  Farm 
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By  STACEY  W.  COLE 

A  N  UNUSUAL  LETTER  arrived 
from  a  Tamworth  reader.  He  began 
by  saying: 

JL  JSL  “I’ve  enjoyed  your  articles  in 
The  Union  Leader  about  life  down 
on  the  farm  and  about  all  the  wildlife  you  run 
into.  Very  interesting! 

“I,  now,  have  a  problem  which  I  hope  you 
can  help  me  with.  I  have  a  small  deck  out  on  the 
side  of  my  house,  and  last  fall  I  constructed  a 
roof  over  it.  On  the  railing  side  there  are  two 
bird  feeders  full  of  sunflower  seeds,  and  a  small 

bird  feeder  suspended 
•from  the  ceiling.  My 
lounge  chair  is  located 
about  three  feet  from  the 
bird  feeders. 

“A  few  days  ago  I  was 
sitting  out  there  in  my 
chair  with  my  arms  rest¬ 
ing  on  the  arms  of  the 
chair,  watching  a  chicka¬ 
dee  feeding  at  the  over¬ 
head  bird  feeder,  when  a 
bird  started  pecking  on 
the  hair  on  the  back  of  my 
head.  Then  he  gave  up  and  hopped  down  my 
right  arm  and  began  pecking  at  the  hairs  on  the 
back  of  my  hand.  He  was  evidently  after  my  hair 
to  construct  his  (her)  nest. 

“At  age  73  I  can’t  spare  any  of  my  hair  for 
the  construction  of  a  bird’s  nest.  It  was  a 
chickadee  that  I  had  to  contend  with.  Not 
having  much  success,  he  then  flew  over  to  my 
left  hand  and  started  pecking  at  the  hair  on  that 
hand.  I  didn’t  say  a  word,  but  it  felt  like  I  was 
being  hit  with  a  miniature  riveting  gun.  Then  he 
flew  off.  I  checked  my  hands,  and  on  my  left  one 
he  had  drawn  blood  in  about  three  places. 

“About  two  days  later  I  was  reading  a  book 
out  on  my  porch  when  I  heard  the  flutter  of 
wings  and  a  bird  landed  on  the  top  of  my  right 
ear  and  again  started  to  yank  hairs  out  of  my 
scalp.  Then  he  must  have  turned  and  started  on 
the  hairs  in  my  ear.  This  was  too  much  because 
every  time  he  hit  me,  it  felt  like  a  needle 
pricking  me.  I  started  to  holler,  “Cut  that  out! 
You  are  killing  me!”  The  sound  of  my  voice 
didn’t  seem  to  bother  him  at  all.  Finally  he  flew 
ofT  and  left  me  alone. 

“The  little  varmint  is  sure  after  my  hair! 
What  do  you  suggest  I  do?  Throw  a  net  over  me 
when  I  recline  out  in  the  porch?” 

In  my  reply  I  wrote: 

“Thank  you  for  your  delightful  letter  of 
May  11.  I  certainly  plan  to  use  it  in  a  future 
column.  It  is  hair-raising  experiences  like  yours 
that  make  my  day. 

“I  suppose  in  lieu  of  a  net  you  could  wear  a 
hat,  ear  mufTs  and  gloves,  but  the  sight  of  you  so 
garbed  in  90-degree  weather  might  raise 
questions  about  your  sanity  in  the  minds  of  your 
neighbors. 

“The  thought  did  occur  to  me,  however, 
that  a  visit  to  your  local  barber  shop  might 
provide  this  hair-hungry  chickadee  with  the 
type  of  material  she  desired.  (It  had  to  be  a 
“she"  since  most  females,  so  I’m  told,  are  noted 
for  their  hair  pulling  ability.)  I’m  not  sure  what 
the  color  of  your  hair  is  but  a  good  barber 
should  be  able  to  come  close  to  duplicating  its 
hues  and  highlights.  In  any  case,  I  wish  you  luck 
in  preserving  your  own  natural  hairitage. 
(Sorry,  couldn’t  resist  that  last  one.)” 


Perhaps  our  readers  may  have  further 
comments  to  assist  our  Tamworth  reader  out  of 
his  predicament.  If  so,  I’ll  be  pleased  to  pass 
them  along. 

"  1  ★  ★ 

Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  Mass., 
long  dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  the 
bluebird,  wrote: 

“Read  your  recent  article  about  nursing 
homes  and  bird  feeders  and  just  had  to  drop  you 
a  line  to  relate  my  experiences. 

“In  the  past  eight  years  I’ve  given  over  200 
>luebird  lectures,  called  ‘Bring  Back  The 
iluebirds,’  in  the  six  New  England  States  to 
garden  clubs,  bird  societies,  historical  societies, 
church  groups,  scouts  and  many  other  organiza¬ 
tions.  But  in  the  past  few  years  I  frequently  get 
calls  from  retirement,  nursing  and  rest  homes. 

“When  I  arrive  I’m  often  told  that  many  of 
the  folks  usually  take  naps  after  lunch  and  that 
I’d  be  lucky  to  get  a  handful  to  show  up  and  the 
attendants  are  always  surprised  to  see  the 
turnout.  They  are  a  very  attentive  audience  and 
I  haven’t  had  any  fall  asleep  on  me  yet!  After  I’m 
through  with  my  lecture-slide  program  they 
don’t  want  me  to  leave  as  they  have  many 
questions  and  also  wonderful  stories  to  relate  of 
all  the  bluebirds  they  saw  in  their  childhood.  I 
think  seeing  pictures  of  these  beautiful  birds 
brings  back  fond  memories  of  their  youth. 

“I  realize  giving  lectures  to  these  institu¬ 
tions  doesn’t  promote  bluebird  trails,  but  just 
seeing  these  faces  light  up  is  gratifying. 
Sometimes  they’ll  ask  for  a  brochure  on  how  to 
build  a  bluebird  nesting  box  because  they  want 
to  pass  it  on  to  their  children  or  grandchildren 
who  have  good  habitat  for  bluebirds. 

“But  I  was  really  delighted  when  I  gave  a 
lecture  recently  to  a  Masonic  Home  group  in 
Charlton,  Mass.  (By  the  way,  this  home  is 
surrounded  by  acres  of  open  fields.)  Thirty-two 
folks  attended  besides  two  attendants,  but  I 
also  noticed  a  young  man  stitting  in  the  back  of 
the  room.  After  the  lecture  he  came  up  and  told 
me  he  was  the  grounds  keeper  and  wanted 
plans  on  how  to  make  a  bluebird  box.  He  was 
going  to  give  them  to  their  shop  maintenance 
man  and  together  they  would  start  a  bluebird  i 
trail  on  the  home’s  property.  To  me  this  was  a 
most  unexpected  and  rewarding  afternoon. 
When  the  group  heard  this  they  got  all  excited 
at  the  prospect  of  seeing  bluebirds  again. 

“Most  of  the  homes  do  have  bird  feeders 
and  they  are  so  proud  to  call  my  attention  to 
them  and  what  birds  come  to  them.  Our  local 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  one  year  donated  bird 
feeders  and  seed  at  Christmas-time  to  many 
local  homes  which  was  very  much  appreciat¬ 
ed. 

“Mr.  Cole,  knowing  you  are  a  friend  to  the 
bluebird  by  writing  so  lovingly  about  them  in 
your  column  so  often,  I’m  mailing  you  a 
Massachusetts  wildlife  poster  that  I’m  sure  you 
are  going  to  like.  In  1987,  I  lobbied  to  get  the 
bluebird  on.” 

I  most  certainly  did  enjoy  the  poster  Lil 
Files  sent  along.  It  was  a  promotion  urging 
Massachusetts  residents  to  contribute  on  their 
tax  form  to  the  Non-game  Wildlife  fund,  if  they 
were  expecting  a  state  tax  refund.  The  beautiful 
bluebird  photo  was  taken  in  Lil  Files  backyard. 
On  the  poster  it  said:  “We  even  build  houses  for 
Bluebirds.” 

★  ★  ★ 

Thanks  to  our  readers  for  their  letters. 


May  17,  1988 


Ms.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879 

Dear  Lil : 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  M*.  In  the  same 
mail,  I  received  the  lovely  Massachusetts  Wildlife  poster 
and  will  hang  it  in  a  prominent  place  in  my  office  here  at 
home,  since  I  am  now  retired.  Congratulations  on  a 
successful  lobbying  effort. 

I  am  pleased  that  you  read  my  column  when  I 
mentioned  bird  feeding  at  nursing  homes.  I  plan  to  use 
excerpts  from  your  letter  in  a  future  column  and  when  it  is 
published,  I  will  send  a  copy  to  Bird  Watchers  Digest  for 
their  information. 

Glad  to  know  you  are  still  presenting  bluebird 
lectures.  Such  efforts  should  prove  very  helpful  in 
encouraging  this  beautiful  and  economically  desirable 
species . 


With  every  good  wish, 


Yours  most  sincerely, 


P . 0 .  Box  55 

West  Swanzey,  N.  H. 

03469 
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Bluebird  box  in  foreground 
of  Tlioreau  Cabin  at  Thoreau 
Lyceum  in  Concord,  :iass* 
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These  birds  are  blue 

Development  gobbles  up  open  space,  nest  sites 


By  Ron  Dube 

Correspondent 


TYNGSBORO  -  Humans 
aren’t  the  only  creatures  on  earth 
having  trouble  finding  a  home. 

The  North  American  bluebird, 
for  instance,  is  facing  a  serious 
crunch  in  housing,  according  to  a 
local  wildlife  expert.  The  problem 
has  been  so  serious  that  until 
recently  the  bluebird  population 
had  been  reduced  90  percent  from 
what  it  was  50  years  ago. 

According  to  Lilian  Lund  Files 
of  Tyngsboro,  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  bluebirds  stems  from 
the  dwindling  number  of  potential 
nesting  sites.  She  says  bluebirds 
nest  only  in  trees  or  poles,  which 
are  partially  hollow.  Trees  with 
woodpecker  holes  or  old  decaying 
fence  posts  are  ideal,  and  nesting 
sites  must  be  in  an  open  area, 
such  as  a  field,  without  too  much 
undergrowth,  she  says. 

Unfortunately  for  the  bluebird, 
these  ideal  conditions  are  fast 
disappearing.  Files  notes  that 
ideal  open  land  is  being  developed 
for  housing  units  and  shopping 
areas.  The  few  remaining  farm¬ 
ers  are  replacing  their  rotting 
fence  posts  with  more  durable 
metal  ones. 

Even  the  dead  trees  with  holes 
I  are  being  cut  at  an  alarming  rate 
for  firewood,  she  says.  The 
bluebirds  must  compete  with 
more  aggressive  birds  for  the  few 
available  nesting  sites.  The  ubi¬ 
quitous  house  sparrow,  or  English 
sparrow,  will  crush  baby 
bluebirds  with  its  powerful  beak, 
throw  the  dead  young  out,  and 
take  over  the  nest.  The  house 
wren  will  use  its  curved  beak  to 
puncture  and  destroy  bludbird 
eggs. 

Raccoons,  oppossums,  and 
black  snakes  have  also  wreaked 
havoc  on  nesting  bluebirds. 
Despite  these  adversities,  and 
with  help  from  humans,  the 
bluebirds  are  making  a  notewor¬ 
thy  recovery.  Files  says  the  plight 
of  the  bluebird  was  publicized  na¬ 
tionally  in  a  syndicated  article 
about  a  dozen  years  ago.  She  says 
92,000  responses  were  received  by 
conservation  groups  across  the 
country. 

“The  interest  in  bluebirds  was 
there,”  she  says. 

Bluebird  Society 

In  1978,  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  was  formed  with 
more  than  7,000  members.  The 
society  seeks  to  promote 
awareness  of  the  delicacy  of 
bluebird  biology.  It  teaches  those 
interested  to  establish  so-called 
“bluebird  trails”  to  encourage 
birds  to  nest  in  areas  that  can  be 
monitored. 
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LILIAN  LUND  FILES 


“Bluebird  trails”  consist  of  a 
number  of  nesting  boxes  spaced 
at  intervals  of  100  yards  in  loca¬ 
tions  accessible  for  monitoring. 
Bluebird  boxes  should  be  10  in¬ 
ches  deep  with  a  face  of  4V2  in¬ 
ches.  The  hole  should  have  a  di¬ 
ameter  of  an  IV2  inches  and 
should  be  placed  8  inches  from 
the  bottom.  Since  a  perch  will  at¬ 
tract  other  species  of  birds,  one 
should  not  be  placed  on  a  nesting 
box.  The  floor  should  be  recessed 
a  quarter  inch  and  a  three-eighths 
inch  section  should  be  cut  off  each 
corner  for  drainage. 

And,  the  wood  should  not  be 
plywood,  which  appeals  to  mun¬ 
ching  racoons. 

Finally,  grooves  should  be  cut 
on  the  inside,  just  below  the  en¬ 
trance,  to  provide  the  fledgling  a 
grip  to  exercise  their  neck  mus¬ 
cles  as  they  develop.  The  box 
should  be  mounted  at  least  five 
feet  up  on  a  greased  pipe.  The 
grease,  Files  explains,  prevents 
raccoons  from  climbing  up. 

The  box  should  be  kept  at  least 
40  feet  away  from  brushy  areas  to 
prevent  a  takeover  by  the  house 
wren. 

Files  says  that  perhaps  the 
worst  enemy  of  the  bluebird, 
aside  from  habitat  destruction,  is 
the  house  sparrow,  an  imported 
English  bird  that  has  adapted 
very  successfully  to  North 
America. 

Ardent  bluebirds,  she  says, 
monitor  nesting  boxes  period¬ 
ically  to  destroy  eggs  of  the  house 
sparrow.  She  says  that  when  the 
house  sparrow  population  has 


been  reduced  in  an  area, 
bluebirds  have  moved  in  where 
they  have  not  been  for  years. 

Files  has  had  a  lifelong  affec¬ 
tion  for  the  bluebirds.  She  was 
born  in  Belmont,  and  her  father 
owned  30  acres  of  land  in 
Tyngsboro,  where  he  set  up  the 
nesting  boxes.  She  remembers 
always  having  bluebirds  nesting 
on  the  Scribner  Hill  site. 

She  also  recalls  Katherine 
Lambert,  who  wrote  a  weekly 
bird  column  for  a  daily  newspa¬ 
per  and  remembers  asking  her 
why  she  never  wrote  about 
bluebirds.  Lambert  told  Files  she 
thought  the  bird  was  extinct  in 
the  area. 

Files  invited  Lambert  to  her 
Tyngsboro  property.  “When  she 
reported  the  bluebirds  in  her  col¬ 
umn,  people  from  all  over  came 
to  see  them,”  Files  says.  As  a 
result,  Files  has  become  a  local 
authority  on  bluebirds.  She  calls 
the  bluebird  -  with  its  blue  back, 
reddish  breast,  and  white  under¬ 
side  —  a  truly  American  bird. 

Files  has  compiled  a  slide 
presentation  on  bluebird  activity 
and  ways  of  encouraging  nesting 
and  has  shown  it  to  many  local 
groups. 

She  calls  anyone  who  has  the 
birds  nesting  on  their  property  as 
one  of  the  “chosen  ones.” 

She  also  likes  to  quote  the  fol¬ 
lowing  passage  about  the  bluebird 
from  Henry  Thoreau’s  journal : 

“Measure  your  health  by  your 
sympathy  with  morning  and  spr¬ 
ing.  If  there  is  no  response  in  you 
to  the  awakening  of  nature,  if  the 
prospect  of  an  early  morning 
walk  does  not  banish  sleep,  if  the 
warble  of  the  first  bluebird  does 
not  thrill  you,  know  that  the  mor¬ 
ning  and  spring  of  your  life  are 
past.” 
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Tyngsboro  &  vicinity  for  Bluebirds  and  other  local 
nesting  species.  Morning. 


Meet  at  intersection  of  Rtes.  3  &  40  in  North  Chelmsford 

at  7:30 

Leader,  Mr.  Rusty  Gerrish 


433-6219  (Pepperell) 


June  6.  Tynsboro  Bluebird  Walk.  At  Lillian  Riles’  house, 
nineteen  people  watched  two  adult  Eastern  Bluebirds  feed  two 
juveniles.  The  trip  also  found  nesting  chickadees.  Bank  Swal¬ 
lows.  andakingfisher.  _ 


BLUEBIRDS  —  Lilian  Lund  Files  uses  two  mounted 
bluebirds  when  she  gives  lectures  to  students  and  others 
about  the  birds.  The  birds  have  a  difficult  time  finding 
nesting  sites  due  to  land  development.  (Photo  by  Ron 
Dube)  _ 


June  7 

New  Hampton  Garden 
Club,  “Where  Have  All  The 
Bluebirds  Gone?”  pro¬ 
gram,  Lil  Files,  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  to  speak, 
10  a.m. 
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Photo  by  Ron  Dube 

Lunch  Time 

A  bluebird  with  a  lunch  of  a  juicy  caterpillar  firmly  in  its  beak  prepares  to  feed  its 
young.  Inside  the  birdhouse,  five  baby  birds  were  waiting  for  their  noontime  meal. 
Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsborough,  Mass.,  a  member  and  past  president  of  the 
American  Bluebird  Society,  shares  her  yard  with  the  feathered  creatures. 


A  RETURN  OF  THE  BLUEBIRD 


Once  nearly 
extinct,  the 
bluebird  is  a 
small  thrush 
with  red  breast, 
white  belly  and 
everything  else 
blue. 
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By  Carol  Stocker 
Globe  Staff 

ICHMOND  -  The  scene  was  an 
American  Eden:  Long-legged 
Morgan  foals  trailed  after  their 
mares  in  rolling  green  meadows. 
A  vivid  bluebird  inscribed  a  loop 
in  the  limpid  June  light  as  Jie 
and  his  paler  slate-color  mate] 
ferried  insects  to  their  young  in 
a  nest  box  on  a  fence  post. 
Green  Meads  Farm  is  a  per¬ 
fect  setting  for  bluebirds,  which 
were  plentiful  when  Dr.  Thomas  Morse 
was  a  boy  growing  up  in  the  1920s  and 
’30s. 

But  by  the  mid-1950s  the  bluebirds* 
had  disappeared.  Now  they’re  back  after  a 
30-year  absence  and  Morse’s  two  grand¬ 
sons  are  growing  up  with  the  birds’  melod¬ 
ic  song  and  blue  flash  of  wings  as  part  of 
their  childhood. 

When  bluebirds  are  mentioned  today, 
most  people  think  of  bluejays.  Most  New 
Englanders  under  the  age  50  have  never 
seen  a  real  bluebird  -  a  small  thrush  that 
bears  the  colors  of  the  American  flag:  red 
breast,  white  belly  and  everything  else 
blue.  The  bluebird,  wrote  Henry  David 
Thoreau,  “carries  the  sky  on  its  back.” 

Bluebirds  are  unique  to  North  America, 
and  were  once  as  common  as  robins.  In 
fact,  bluebirds  were  first  dubbed  “blue 
robins’’  by  the  Pilgrims  who  saw  the  color¬ 
ful  birds’  early  return  in  March  as  a  sign 
that  winter  was  over. 

The  bluebird  became  an  American 
symbol  of  happiness.  From  Thoreau’s  dia¬ 
ries  to  Judy  Garland’s  anthem  “Some¬ 
where  over  the  Rainbow,”  it  is  frequently 
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entioned  in  song  and  literature, 
ways  both  wistful  and  optimis- 


ltQJHyiebird  of  Happiness 
otiarewell  in  the  20th  cen- 


But 
d  not 

Lry.  Ornithologists  estimate  their 
mbers  have  declined  90 


As  insect  eaters,  bluebirds 
p  hit  hard  by  pesticides.  As 
6rs  of  open  fields,  they  lost 
h  of  their  habitat  when  farm- 
ieclined.  More  bad  news  was 
portation  of  European  star- 
ngs  and  English  sparrows  who 
ke  to  nest  in  the  same  kinds  of 
*ee  cavities  as  bluebirds  and  who 
rijl  kill  nestlings  to  take  over 
heir  homes. 

Blit  now  there’s  good  news, 
ast  year,  bluebirds  were  taken 
ew  Hampshire’s  endangered 
les  list  and  Massachusetts  is 
g  a  similar  resurgence 
to  people  who  are  putting 
monitoring  special  nesting 

t»oxes. 

To  have  a  bluebird  nesting  in 
[rour  yard  has  a  bit  of  the  same 
lura  as  having  your  own  pair  of 
American  eagles,  and  it’s  easier  to 
lull  off.  But  it’s  still  a  coup  that 
equires  luck,  perseverance,  skill 
nd  a  field. 

Ric^^^  md  Fay  Rosenfeld  live 
a  development  in  Richmond  (a 
Inall  community  near  Pittsfield) 
ordering  a  40-acre  field  of  corn- 
lion  land  which  is  administered 
their  neighborhood  associ- 
ion.  After  getting  permission, 
ey  built  20  nest  boxes  to  blue- 
rd  specifications.  Each  was  set 
the  field  on  3-  to  5-foot  metal 
les  to  discourage  predators. 
Richard  Rosenfeld  is  a  pediatri- 
an  and  amateur  ornithologist. 


He  checks  the  boxes  a  couple  of 
times  a  week,  recording  the  birds’ 
progress  and  removing  parasites, 
dead  birds  and  English  sparrow 
nests. 

The  Rosenfelds  feel  truly  lucky 
a  bluebird  family  has  nested  in 
one  of  their  20  boxes. 

But  they  are  also  happy  to  pro¬ 
vide  housing  for  the  birds  who 
have  moved  into  the  other  boxes: 
12  families  of  tree  swallows,  one  of 
chickadees  and  one  of  house 


wrens. 


“I  think  housing  any  wild  crea¬ 
ture  is  fascinating.  You  get  to 
watch  their  life  cycle.  Most  of 
them  are  insect  eaters  who  con¬ 
sume  tons  of  mosquitos,”  said 
Richard  Rosenfeld. 

Most  native  “cavity  nesters” 
(birds  that  nest  in  holes  in  trees), 
have  suffered  a  housing  shortage 
as  serious  as  anything  humans 
face  in  Boston.  These  birds  have 
always  lived  in  holes  drilled  in 
dead  trees  by  woodpeckers  pro¬ 
specting  for  insects.  But  with  the 
march  of  suburbia,  nature’s  clut¬ 
ter  has  been  cleaned  up  -  few  peo¬ 
ple  leave  dead  trees  up  in  their 
manicured  yards  -  so  these  natu¬ 
ral  avian  apartment  houses  are  in 
short  supply. 

Where  such  cavities  are  avail¬ 
able  they  are  now  often  taken  over 
by  starlings  and  English  sparrows 
whose  numbers  have  exploded 
since  they  were  first  loosed  upon 
the  American  landscape.  When  it 
comes  to  competing  with  the  lo¬ 
cals  for  nesting  spots,  these  two 
species  are  the  killer  bees  of  the 
bird  world. 

English  sparrows,  also  called 
house  sparrows,  (though  they  are 
not  really  sparrows  at  all)  were 
imported  to  patrol  a  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  cemetery  in  1955  and  now 
:  their  “cheep-cheep-cheep”  can  be 
heard  on  every  street  corner.  The 
starling  population  took  off  after 
40  pairs  were  introduced  to  New 
York’s  Central  Park  in  1890. 

The  most  important  thing 
about  building  a  bluebird  box  is 
making  the  hole  precisely  IV2 
inches  in  diameter  because  that’s 
big  enough  for  bluebirds  but  still 
an  Vs  inch  too  small  for  starlings 
to  enter.  English  sparrows  can 
still  get  in  and  the  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Society’s  bluebird  pro¬ 
ject  recommends  removing  house 
sparrow  nests.  Most  bird  nests  are 
protected  by  law,  but  starlings’ 
and  house  sparrows’  are  excep¬ 
tions. 

The  Massachusetts  Audubon 
program  has  helped  put  up  400 
bluebird  boxes  in  Berkshire  and 
Hampshire  Counties  over  the  last 
1 1  years,  making  this  the  bluebird 
| capital  of  the  state. 

Rene  Laubach,  director  of 
Massachusetts  Audubon’s  Berk¬ 


shire  sanctuaries,  spends  his  own 
time  banding  the  nestlings  at  this 
time  of  year  so  ornithologists  can 
trace  their  migratory  patterns. 
Each  band  has  a  number  that  will 
be  registered  at  Cornell  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Laboratory  of  Ornithology. 
Laubach  also  attaches  a  bright 
red  band  that  allows  bird¬ 
watchers  to  learn  from  afar  that 
these  birds  were  banded  in  1988 
in  Berkshire  County.  His  wife 
Chris,  a  science  teacher,  checks 
the  nests  for  blowflies,  and  dead 
bluebird  nestlings,  which  she 
tucks  in  a  plastic  bag  for  autopsy. 

Banded  after  eight  to  12  days  of 
life,  the  bluebirds  are  mere  bits  of 
flesh  and  fluff,  with  only  a  sugges¬ 
tion  of  blue  feathers.  Yet  in  only 
about  a  week  they  will  be  learning 
to  fly,  if  they’re  lucky  enough  to 
survive  hunger,  parasites  and 
predators.  Only  about  one  blue¬ 
bird  in  five  makes  it  to  adulthood. 

State  ornithologist  Brad  Blod- 
get  has  started  a  similar  program 
in  the  Worcester  area  and  there’s 
a  model  program  in  the  Gardner 
area,  as  well.  And  the  number  of 
so-called  “bluebird  trails,”  or  net¬ 
works  of  monitored  boxes,  has  in¬ 
creased  rapidly. 

Blodget  agrees  that  bluebirds 
are  making  a  "tremendous  come¬ 
back”  in  the  state.  So  much  so, 
that  “in  some  towns  it’s  almost 
become  a  fashionable  thing. 
You’ve  gotta  have  a  bluebird.” 

But  what  if  you  don’t  happen 
to  own  a  horse  farm  or  have  a  40- 
acre  field  out  your  back  door? 
What  are  your  chances  of  attract¬ 
ing  a  pair  of  bluebirds  if  you  live 
within  Route  495? 

“There’s  a  small  number  be¬ 
tween  Route  128  and  Route  495. 
Once  you  get  west  of  495,  outside 
of  urban  areas,  people  who  put 
houses  out  should  get  them.  If  you 
have  the  habitat,  even  within 
Route  128  -  give  it  a  try,”  said 
Blodget. 

Bluebirds  prefer  fairly  open 
areas  of  at  least  two  or  three  acres 
with  short  grass.  They  especially 
like  golf  courses,  farmland  and 
cemeteries  where  there  are  scat¬ 
tered  trees  or  wires  for  perching 
from  which  they  can  spy  insects 
in  the  grass. 

Attracting  bluebirds  is  some¬ 
thing  of  an  art,  and  those  who  are 
hooked  on  it  trade  inside  tips.  Mil- 
ton  Noble,  who  helps  monitor  100 
boxes  in  the  Berkshires,  advises 
beginners  to  keep  a  cork  in  the 
opening  until  bluebirds  come 
north  in  mid-March.  This,  he 
says,  discourages  English  spar¬ 
rows,  who  start  hunting  for  nest¬ 
ing  holes  earlier  than  bluebirds. 

"Bluebird  boxes  must  be  built 
correctly  and  installed  correctly  in 
the  correct  habitat.  Do  it  right  or 
don’t  even  bother,”  says  Blodget. 


For  more  information  on  build 
ing  and  citing  nest  boxes  write: 
The  Bluebird  Program,  Massachu¬ 
setts  Division  of  Fisheries  anc 
Wildlife  Field  Headquarters,  Route 
135,  Westborough  MA  01581. 

The  Bluebird  Project,  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Audubon  Society,  Berk 
shire  Sanctuaries,  Lenox  MA 
01240.  (413)  637-0320. 

North  American  Bluebird  Soci¬ 
ety,  P.O.  Box  6295,  Silver  Spring. 
Md.,  20906-0295.  Enclose  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  legal  size  en¬ 
velope. 

Lillian  Lund  Files,  Windswept 
Acres,  Tyngsboro  MA  01879,  is 
past  president  of  the  North  Ameri 
can  Bluebird  Society  and  has  a 
one-hour  lecture  slide  program  on 
bluebird  conservation  for  interest¬ 
ed  groups. 


ATTRACTING 

BLUEBIRDS 


Lawrence  Zeleny, 
founder  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Bluebird  Society,  and 
other  bird  authorities  give 
these  tips  on  attracting  blue¬ 
birds: 

•  Boxes  can  be  put  up 
any  time  of  year.  Bluebirds 
often  raise  a  second  brood  in 
midsummer. 

•  Open  rural  country 
with  scattered  trees  and  low 
or  sparse  ground  cover  is 
best  for  bluebirds. 

•  Avoid  areas  where 
house  sparrows  are  abun¬ 
dant. 

•  Mount  nesting  boxes  3 
to  5  feet  from  the  ground, 
preferably  on  metal  poles  to 
foil  predators. 

•  Face  boxes  toward  a 
tree  from  25  to  100  feet  dis¬ 
tant  to  give  fledglings  a 
perch  to  which  they  can  fly 
from  the  nest. 

•  Remove  house  sparrow 
nests  as  soon  as  they  are  dis¬ 
covered.  Remove  bluebird 
and  other  nests  as  soon  as 
the  young  birds  have  flown 
to  encourage  a  second  nest¬ 
ing.  Though  nests  are  recog¬ 
nizably  different  for  each 
species,  the  easiest  way  for 
beginners  to  identify  nests  is 
to  watch  the  birds  entering 
and  leaving  the  box. 

•  Leave  the  boxes  up  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  to  provide 
roosting  boxes  for  birds  at 
night.  Inspect,  clean  and  re¬ 
pair  the  boxes  before  spring. 

•  Avoid  areas  with  heavy 
pesticide  use.  Never  used 
toxic  preservatives  on  the 
nest  box. 
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BIRD  NOTES  BY  NANCY  SIMSON 

A  family  of  Woodcocks  paraded  along  the  drive  at  Miss 
O'Neil's  in  Manchester  Center.  Small  bundles  of  fluff  followed 
I  their  parent  in  single  file  duplicating  the  long  bill  and  short  tail 
that  give  this  species  its  characteristic  awkward  look.  A 
Woodthrush  serenades  Miss  O'Neil  at  dusk. 

Mr.  Grant  called  from  Weston  to  report  an  Indigo  Bunting, 
always  a  memorable  sight.  He  also  has  seen  Bobolinks  in  the 
fields  near  Londonderry. 

Robins  built  their  mud  and  grass  nest  precariously  on  top  of  a 
shutter  at  the  Harris  home  in  Arlington.  It  was  a  sloppy  affair 
with  mud  dripping  down  in  unsightly  blobs.  After  the  Robins 
departed,  the  old,  disintegrating  nest  was  removed  and  the  mess 
cleaned  up.  To  the  Harris’  amusement  (and  disgust)  the  Robins 
promptly  rebuilt  and  are  raising  a  second  brood.  Robins  usually 
choose  a  secure,  flat  surfaced  area  for  a  nest,  so  why  this  pair 
opted  for  an  inadequate  surface  is  hard  to  explain. 

Baby  Cardinals  are  at  the  Stroffoleno  feeders  in  Wesj 
Arlington.  One  young  one  comes  alone  and  may  be  the  juvenij 
from  the  first  brood  of  the  Cardinals  that  are  now  feeding  t/wo| 
babies  of  a  second  brood.  (Or  this  can  represent  two  pairs.) 

Robins  and  Bluejays  have  been  reported  by  Mrs.  Stroffoleno 
"anting"  on  the  lawn.  The  usual  explanation  of  this  activity  is 
that  formic  acid  in  the  ant  deters  parasites  or  that  the  ants  <pat  the 
mites.  Mr.  Stroffoleno  found  one  of  the  Bluebird  boxes  s/warm- 
ing  with  ants  when  he  cleaned  it  out  and  wondered  if  th^ese  ants 
were  actually  hunting  mites.  Another  speculation  this  enduced  is 
whether  Flickers  that  commonly  dine  on  ants  are  systematically 
protected  against  mites? 

I  promised  I  would  share  some  of  the  tips  for  attracting 
Bluebirds  given  to  me  by  Lillian  Lund  Files,  past  president  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society,  who  visited  Manchester  on  her 
way  home  from  a  conference  of  that  society  in  Canada.  Mrs. 
Files  happened  to  pick  up  a  copy  of  The  Guide  at  the  inn  where 
she  stayed,  and  kindly  called  me  to  chat  We  met  briefly  the  next 
day  when  she  spoke  enthusiastically  about  the  establishment  of 
Bluebird  Trails.  She  says  Vermont  is  especially  suited  for 
Bluebird  trails  as  many  areas  offer  ideal  conditions.  Good  habi¬ 
tat  is  open  country  with  low  ground  cover  and  scattered  trees. 
One  should  mount  boxes  three  or  more  feet  above  ground  on 
poles  or  fence  posts;  boxes  may  face  in  any  direction,  but  a  tree 
or  shrub  25  feet  away  will  offer  a  convenient  perch. 

One  should  monitor  the  boxes  at  least  once  a  week  to  keep  track 
of  the  brood.  The  first  egg  will  be  laid  four  or  five  days  after  the 
nest  is  completed  and  incubation  starts  when  the  last  of  four  or 
five  pale  blue  eggs  has  been  laid.  Incubation  lasts  14  days.  At 
the  age  of  17  to  18  days,  the  young  will  leave  the  nest,  and  then 
the  box  should  be  cleaned  out  to  encourage  a  second  nesting. 
Once  out,  young  birds  never  return  to  the  nest  so  don't  hesitate  to 
|destroy  it  as  it  may  harbor  parasites  that  could  kill  the  new  brood. 

Let  me  know  about  "your"  Bluebirds,  please. 

Nancy  can  be  reached  at  375-6416. 
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It  is  the  duty  of  the  NABS  Nominating  Committee  to  submit  a  slate  of  candidates  for  the  five  elective  offices  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  to  serve  one-year  terms  and  for  four  Directors  to  serve  three-year  terms.  This  year  the  Committee  was  chaired  by  Mrs. 
Lillian  Lund  Files,  of  Tyngsboro,  MA,  past  President  of  NABS,  with  assistance  by  Mr.  Art  Aylesworth,  of  Ronan,  MT, 
past  Director  of  NABS.  In  fulfillment  of  this  duty,  the  following  slate  is  submitted: 

OFFICERS:  DIRECTORS: 

President:  Sadie  Dorber  (incumbent)  Douglas  LeVasseur 

Vice  President:  Thomas  Tait  (incumbent)  Thomas  Matsko 

Treasurer:  Delos  C.  Dupree  (incumbent)  Myrna  Pearman 

Recording  Secretary:  Suzanne  Pennell  John  Rogers 

Corresponding  Secretary:  Joseph  Tait  (incumbent) 

OFFICERS: 

Suzanne  Pennell:  Suzanne  Pennell,  of  Oakton,  VA,  was  a  participant  in  the  founding  of  the  NABS.  Suzanne  served  as  art 
editor  of  SIALIA  for  two  years.  She  created  the  NABS  logo  and  the  watercolor  paintings  for  the  four  limited  edition  prints 
issued  by  the  Society.  The  front  cover  of  the  first  SIALIA  features  Suzanne’s  rendition  of  Cher-wee,  a  bluebird  she  hand- 
raised. 


DIRECTORS: 

Doug  LeVasseur:  Doug  LeVasseur,  of  Senecaville,  OH,  first  became  interested  in  bluebirds  when  he  read  the  pamphlet 
“Hit  the  Trail  for  Bluebirds’’  published  by  the  Ohio  Department  of  Natural  Resources.  Each  year,  Doug  increased  the 
boxes  on  his  trail  and  started  working  with  the  local  Campfire  organization.  Each  Spring,  Doug  presents  his  Bluebird  Con¬ 
servation  Workshop  and  prepares  box  kits  for  people  to  assemble. 

Thomas  Matsko:  Thomas  Matsko,  of  Great  Falls,  MT,  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Central  Montana  Bluebird  Trails 
group  for  the  past  four  years.  His  first  bluebird  box  was  erected  in  1933.  Tom  supervised  his  Boy  Scout  Troop  in  erecting 
swallow  houses  for  mosquito  control  and  from  this  progressed  to  bluebird  trails.  His  present  trail  consists  of  175  boxes. 
This  past  season,  Tom  had  three  pairs  of  Western  Bluebirds  nesting  on  his  trail.  This  may  possibly  be  the  first  time  that 
Western  Bluebirds  have  nested  East  of  the  Continental  Divide. 

Myrna  Pearman:  Myrna  Pearman,  of  Sylvan  Lake,  Alberta,  is  presently  the  Wildlife  Biologist  of  the  Ellis  Bird  Farm  Ltd. 
As  biologist  at  the  Ellis  Bird  Farm,  she  is  responsible  for  maintaining  and  monitoring  500  nest  boxes.  Myrna  is  responsible 
for  leading  tours  of  the  Ellis  Farm  and  for  presenting  talks  and  leading  workshops  on  the  topic  of  cavity  nesters.  She  is  also 
a  professional  photographer  and  an  interpretive  naturalist  at  Kerry  Wood  Nature  Center. 


John  Rogers:  John  Rogers,  of  Brewerton,  NY,  has  been  active  in  bluebird  conservation  for  20  years.  His  trail  of  470  boxes 
has  fledged  several  thousand  bluebirds  and  John  has  banded  over  two  thousand  bluebirds  in  the  past  five  years.  He  was  a 
co-founder  of  the  Upstate  New  York  Bluebird  Society  and  is  active  in  the  Audubon  Chapter  in  Syracuse,  NY.  During  the 
“off”  season  for  bluebirding,  John  operates  his  own  Christmas  tree  farm. 


the  beautiful,  plaintive  call  of  the  White- 
throated  Sparrow  and  proceeded  to  im¬ 
itate  many  birds.  Yes,  you  really 
thought  you  were  hearing  birds  and  his 
bluebird  call  was  perfect. 

Andre  Dion  has  often  spoken  of 
his  garden  and  his  beloved  martins.  All 
of  us  finally  got  to  see  firsthand  the 
paradise  he’s  created.  Most  everything 
around  Andre’s  home  has  been  planted 
for  the  birds.  Dead  trees  are  cut  off, 
leaving  a  tall  stump  of  about  15  feet  for 
the  woodpeckers.  Vines  are  planted 
around  old  stumps  to  create  a  “bird 
castle.”  The  vines  provide  protection 
from  both  predators  and  weather  ele¬ 
ments.  The  feeders  are  always  full  and 
several  areas  have  running  water  for 
the  birds  to  use.  The  deck  railing  is 
lined  with  planters  of  impatiens  to  at¬ 
tract  the  hummingbirds  and  other 
flowers  are  found  around  the  garden. 
Then  there  are  the  martins— oh,  so 
many  martins  chattering  all  the  time. 
The  martin  houses  are  at  eye  level  with 
the  deck  and  located  so  near  that  it 
was  possible  to  watch  the  young  put 
their  heads  out  to  take  food  from  the 
parents.  I  left  there  wanting  a  martin 
house  and  some  “bird  castles.” 

A  lot  of  hard  work  goes  into 
hosting  an  annual  meeting.  A  special 
thanks  to  Andre  Cyr  and  the  Dions  for  a 
very  special  weekend  for  the  bluebird- 
ers.  I  know  that  each  time  I  see  mar¬ 
tins,  I  will  think  of  Andre  Dion. 


with  Dr.  Zeleny,  telling  both  of  them, 
“Don’t  tip  the  canoe  over.”  I 

The  heat  wave  was  also  present  in 
Montreal  so  that  by  the  time  we  arrived 
at  the  marsh  the  birds  had  quieted 
down.  A  Great  Blue  Heron  was  resting 
on  a  log  and  a  few  ducks  with  their 
families  were  in  the  water.  No,  we 
didn’t  see  the  Yellow  Rail,  but  naturally 
we  said,  “next  time.”  We  were  told  the 
marsh  is  a  virtual  hot  spot  during 
migration.  With  boardwalks  winding 
along  the  water’s  edge  and  through 
cattails,  you  could  just  envision  what  it 
would  be  like  in  autumn. 

Saturday  was  a  full  day  of  presen¬ 
tations,  all  of  which  were  excellent  and 
informative.  John  Trott  told  us  about 
the  bluebird  trail  at  Madeira  School  (for 
girls)  in  McLean,  Virginia.  The  interest 
of  the  girls  in  ornithology  and  blue¬ 
birds  has  been  somewhat  overwhelm¬ 
ing  to  John.  I  believe  all  of  us  can  be 
assured  that  we’ll  still  have  bluebirders 
in  years  to  come. 

I  was  pleased  to  hear  from  Steve 
Parren,  of  Vermont  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  that  yet  another  state  has 
started  a  bluebird  network.  The  public 
visibility  with  this  program  has  been  so 
evident  in  my  own  state  that  I’m  always 
happy  to  hear  of  others  joining  in  the 
movement. 


Not  many  people  can  imitate  the 
call  of  the  bluebird,  but  I’d  been  told 
that  Andre  Cyr  not  only  could  do  the 
call,  but  would  entertain  us  at  the  ban¬ 
quet.  Lights  were  lowered  and  Andre 
requested  that  people  close  their  eyes 
in  order  to  imagine  they  were  out  in  the 
field  listening  for  birds.  He  started  with 
(Continued  on  pace  129) 
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Presidential  Points 


Sadie  Dorber 


We  decided  to  make  the  trip  to  the 
annual  meeting  in  Montreal  one 
of  leisure  and  also  work  a  little  bird- 
ing  into  our  schedule.  We  departed 
Vestal  early  on  Wednesday  morning 
and  planned  to  spend  the  night  on 
Lake  Champlain.  As  we  reached  the 
northern  part  of  New  York,  we  drove 
through  miles  of  apple  orchards.  We 
spotted  bluebird  boxes  that  were 
placed  on  posts  at  the  edge  of  the 
orchards;  on  two  occasions  we  sighted 
bluebirds  perched  on  top  of  the  boxes. 

We  arrived  at  the  northern  tip  of 
the  lake  by  early  afternoon  which  gave 
us  time  to  walk  along  the  water  watch¬ 
ing  the  gulls  and  trying  to  identify  the 
ones  in  hatching  year  plumage.  Swal¬ 
lows  of  several  species  were  in  abun¬ 
dance.  They’re  enjoyable  to  watch  and 
hard  to  keep  up  with  as  you  look  at 
them  through  binoculars.  Many  of  the 
buildings  and  homes  around  the 
village  are  quite  old  with  large  brick 
chimneys.  The  abundance  of  Chimney 
Swifts  over  these  buildings  was  more 
than  we  usually  see  out  in  the  country. 
Their  chatter  constantly  filled  the  air. 

The  next  morning,  as  we  contin¬ 
ued  the  trip  to  Montreal,  Upland  Sand¬ 
pipers  were  sighted  on  fenceposts.  As 
we  crossed  the  bridge  over  the  St. 
Lawrence  River,  the  shore  and  small 
islands  of  the  seaway  were  visible. 
They  were  virtually  white  with  gulls 
while  a  few  cormorants  were  sitting  on 
walls. 

Most  people  coming  for  the  meet¬ 
ing  started  arriving  on  Thursday  after¬ 
noon— it  wasn’t  long  until  the  lobby  of 
the  hotel  was  full  of  bluebirders. 

Friday  found  all  of  us  up  early  for 
the  field  trips.  In  several  previous  con¬ 
versations  with  Treasurer  Chuck  Du¬ 
pree,  we’d  expressed  the  hope  that  we 
might  find  a  Yellow  Rail  in  Lac  Boivin 
Marsh,  so  both  of  us  chose  to  go  on 
that  trip.  The  other  group  was  headed 
for  Parc  Paul  Sauve  in  Oka  to  see  a, 
bluebird  trail  and  canoe  the  river.  Lil 
Files  of  Massachusetts  was  trying  to 
'find  a  canoe  partner,  so  we  paired  herl 


Larry  Zelany  was  my  canoe 
partner  in  Montreal  field 
trip.  _ 
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Janet  McKenzie  on  right  - 
Ber esiord * s  daughter  -  who 
interviewed  me  twice  on 
radio  -  County  Extension  Ser 
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BOARD  and  AWARDS  NOMINEES 

The  North  American  Bluebird  Society  is  accepting  resumes  for  positions 
on  the  Board  of  Directors  and  for  individuals  deserving  of  an  award.  If  you 
are  interested  in  being  considered  for  a  board  appointment,  please  mail  a 
resume  to  Nominating  Chairman,  Lillian  Files,  Scribner  Hill,  Tyngsboro,  MA 
01879. 

Resumes  for  individuals  that  have  done  outstanding  work  in  restoring  the 
bluebird  can  be  sent  to  President  Sadie  Dorber,  Underwood  Road  RR  # 4 , 
Vestal,  NY  13850. 


Past-President  Lillian  Lund  Files  (left)  presents  a  NABS  award  for  an  outstanding 
I  contribution  to  bluebird  conservation  to  Beresford  Proctor  of  Mamaroneck,  New 
York.  _ 

Beresford  Proctor,  a  veteran  bluebirder  from  Mamaroneck,  New  York, 
has  built  and  given  away  thousands  of  nest  boxes  over  about  a  15-year  peri¬ 
od.  He  had  maintained  his  own  bluebird  trail  as  long  as  his  health  per¬ 
mitted,  using  his  specially  devised  plan  which  has  many  bluebird  bene¬ 
fiting  features.  His  prolific  work  has  been  the  subject  of  a  myriad  of  articles 
which  appeared  in  publications  such  as  the  New  York  Times  and  USAir. 


Summmy  affir^saatst/MS 


Past  President  Lillian  Files  de¬ 
scribed  the  monitoring  of  her  Tyngs-' 
boro,  Massachusetts,  bluebird  trail 
which  she  does  on  her  moped!  Lil  uses 
her  trail  as  a  marvelous  interpretive 
tool  and  has  becomed  “the  bluebird 
lady”  of  the  New  England  states.  Lil 
also  heads  the  Nominating  Committee 
for  NABS. _ 


Using  one's  trail  as  a  working  (or  interpretive)  tool 


Lil  Files,  Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts 


I  have  had  bluebirds  on  my  own  property  for  over  45  years  in 
Massachusetts.  Being  known  as  the  Bluebird  Lady  in  New  England 
as  I  have  given  over  200  lectures  to  many  organizations 
throughout  the  six  New  England  states,  my  biggest  problem  is 
impressing  upon  folks  to  monitor  their  boxes  through  a  lecture  so 
as  to  encourage  clubs,  societies  or  any  interested  groups  or 
individuals  to  come  to  my  property  while  monitoring  boxes.  I  find 
this  is  most  successful  as  a  follow-up  to  help  people  monitor 
their  own  boxes. 
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HE’S  THE  REAL  THING  —  Richard  McDonald  of  Bedford  and  his  brother,  Maurice,  were  the  actual  foun 
ders  of  the  fast-food  company. 


Rest  Home  in  Bedford 


Carlyle 


after  the  lecture  with  Mr,  McDonald 


Founder 


Richari 


McDonald's 


i  char d 


.cDonalci 


In  1940  two  brothers  from 
New  Hampshire,  Richard 
and  Maurice  McDonald, 
started  a  hamburger  stand 
in  California 
|  and,  for  lack 
I  of  a  better 
name,  called 
it  McDon- 
I aid’s.  They 
I  sold  their  in¬ 
terest  to  Ray 
Kroc  in  1961 
[  and  moved 


back  to  New  Hampshire.  “Il 
never  really  liked  that  eter-[ 
nal  sunshine  out  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,”  Richard  told  The 
Boston 
Globe  last 
year.“We’dl 
get  a  cloudy] 
day  once 
in  a  while, 
and  the  na¬ 
tives  com¬ 
plained.  I 
was  happy,  i 


I  McDonald’s  Namesake 
Neither  a  Clown  Nor  a  Kroc 


By  DOINA  CHIACU 

|  Associated  Press  Writer 

BEDFORD  —  His  name  is  a  household  word  in 
1 56  countries,  but  Richard  McDonald  said  few  peo¬ 
ple  realize  he’s  the  namesake  of  12,141  fast-food 
joints  —  not  a  guy  named  Ray  or  a  clown  called 
1  Ronald. 

The  82-year-old  McDonald  used  to  brace  himself 
I  for  celebrations  honoring  Ray  Kroc  as  the  “father  of 
fast  food”  since  Kroc  bought  his  first  McDonald’s 
restaurant  from  McDonald  and  his  brother,  Maurice 
“Mac”  McDonald. 

The  brothers  were  fast-food  firsts  when  their  res¬ 
taurant  opened  in  1948  in  San  Bernardino,  Calif. 
Kroc  was  selling  them  milkshake  machines  at  the 
time. 

Six  years  later,  Kroc  bought  their  franchise 


Kroc  than  with  the  company, 
which  has  included  him  in  cere¬ 
monies  and  has  given  him  an  en¬ 
graved,  gold-plated  spatula  that 
turned  the  50  billionth  burger. 
But  he  wants  credit  where  credit 
is  due. 

McDonald  sketched  the  golden 
arches  that  prompted  his  archi¬ 
tect’s  quip,  “Did  you  have  a 
nightmare  last  night?”  He  also 
started  the  burger  count,  which  is 
up  to  85  billion. 

Richard  and  Mac,  who  died  in 
1971,  had  sold  20  franchises  and 
opened  eight  restaurants  by  the 
time  Kroc  knocked  on  their  door, 
but  it’s  Kroc  who  is  widely  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  fast-food  founder. 

Turner  said  the  media  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  billing.  But 
Kroc,  in  his  autobiography, 
“Grinding  It  Out,”  said  he 
“founded  the  McDonald’s  ham¬ 
burger  chain  and  built  it  from  a 
single  restaurant  in  Des  Plaines, 
Ill.,  to  an  international  operation 
with  billions  of  dollars  in  annual 
sales.” 


rights.  The  brothers  sold  out  to  him  in  1961  for  $2.7 
million,  cash. 

“Suddenly,  after  we  sold,  my  golly,  he  elevat 
himself  to  the  founder,”  said  McDonald,  who  re-j 
tired  in  1964  in  his  native  New  Hampshire. 

In  national  television  ads  to  air  Thursday,  th* 
McDonald’s  Corp.  will  honor  the  McDonald  broth¬ 
ers  as  well  as  Kroc. 

Company  officials  said  they  never  tried  to  over¬ 
shadow  the  brothers. 

“They  are  founders,  they  founded  the  concept,” 
said  Fred  Turner,  McDonald’s  senior  chairman. 
“Ray  Kroc  founded  the  company  that  developec 
that  concept  into  the  largest  food  service  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  world.” 

Richard  McDonald  said  his  gripe  was  more  witl 

MCDONALD’S  FOUNDER,  Page 

urner  said  tne  Des  Flames 
restaurant  was  the  first  Kroc 
opened  himself,  in  1955.  “Ray 
founded  the  company  and  the  or¬ 
ganization  that  put  McDonald’s 
on  the  map.” 

McDonald  has  been  busy  giv¬ 
ing  interviews  since  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  aired  his  com¬ 
plaints  in  August.  So  has  the  cor¬ 
poration. 

“This  founder  business  has  be¬ 
come  an  issue,”  Turner  said.  “It’s 
embarrassing  and  it’s  awkward. 

There  ought  to  be  enough  credit 
to  go  around.” 

In  addition  to  the  ad,  McDon¬ 
ald’s  Corp.  plans  to  erect  a  plaque 
at  the  site  of  the  first  McDonald’s 
in  San  Bernardino.  The  gestures 
have  appeased  McDonald. 

McDonald’s  Corp.  expects  sales 
of  $20  billion  this  year.  In  his  au¬ 
tobiography,  the  late  Kroc  fi¬ 
gured  the  brothers’  share  would 
have  been  $15  million  a  year  by 
1977  had  they  not  sold  their  res¬ 
taurants.  Regrets? 

“Never,”  McDonald  said.  “My 
brother  and  I  —  I  think  the  most 
fun  we  had  was  when  things  were 
touSh.” 


Oh  to  See  a  Bluebird; 


High  on  the  hill  of  "Windswept  Acres" 
Anticipation  in  the  air* 

We  rode  one  day  in  early  June, 
and  met  the  "Bluebird  Lady"  there* 


It»s  been  decades  since  the  songbird  of  happiness  - 
Occupied  a  house  in  our  yard. 

It  was  only  to  see  our  little  bird. 

Pictured  on  a  greeting  card. 


Why  did  they  leave?  I*d  ask  - 
Where  have  they  been? 

Th^nk  goodness  man  is  working 
To  bring  The  Bluebird  back  again. 

With  boxes  put  here  and  boxes  put 'there. 

As  her  writings  are  trying  to  say, 

Man  will  have  a  part  to  bring  bluebirds  back. 
And  bring  them  back  to  stay. 


If  only  I  would  see  one  once  more,  I*d  reminisce; 

My  find  feathered  friend 

Do  you  really  know  - 

How  much  you  have  been  missed? 


Well,  I*ve  seen  my  Bluebirds 
And  heard  their  song  so  sy/eet; 
Glimpsed  at  the  tiny  babies. 
Which  made  it  all  complete. 


Lillian  is  the  lady  - 

Who  v/orks  from  dawn  to  night. 

Lecturing  and  telling 

Of  the  little  Bluebirds  plight. 


It  was  so  interesting  to  hear 
As  down  the  "Bluebird  Path"  we 'went; 
We*re  thankful  for  her  article. 

In  the  paper  our  daughter  sent. 


Virginia  M.  Blaser 


THROUGH  THE  OVEN  GATE 
OctobeA  5,  1988 
CaAAtage,  Holla  e. 


Cketmi^oTd,  MaAAackuAettA 
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TONIGHT'S  MEETING  -  "The  Return  o{  the.  Blue.blTdAn  -  by  Moa.  Itl  TiZe* 

A  AlZde.  pKogaam  and  otheA  vTmloIa  conceAntng  the,  btaebdAd. 


Was  asked  to  come  to  a  Halloween 
party  as  a  bluebird  in  1988  - 
this  is  what  I  came  up  with! 


Checking  out  boxes  at  end  of  the 
season  at  Central  Cemetary  in 
Dunstable,  Mass, 


Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  enjoys  “A  New 
England  Day” 


by  Mary  Ann  Hayward 

The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  kicked  off  its  fall 
season  of  programs  with 
a  lovely  evening 
highlighted  by  “A  New 
England  Day”,  a  presen¬ 
tation  by  Garret  Ma- 
jewski  of  North  Billerica. 
His  moving  program  left 
the  audience  awestruck 
by  the  profound  beauty 
he  captured  on  film.  Ma- 
jewski’s  photographic 
style  is  replete  with  poetic 
sensitivity.  The  evening 
was  a  relaxing  one  with 
the  audience  leaning  back 
to  enjoy  scenes  of  stirring 
artistry  passing  before 
their  eyes. 

Majewski  says  one 
must  take  on  a  “young- 
at-heart-spirit”  to  cap¬ 
ture  these  moments  on 
film.  To  develop  a  “see¬ 
ing  eye”  you  must  attack 
it  with  a  child’s  eye,  he 
explained,  and  always  be 
open  to  new  discovery. 
Garret  Majewski  is  ob¬ 
viously  receptive  to 
discoveries  in  nature,  and 
the  city  as  well.  But  while 
it  may  seem  that  his  pic¬ 
tures  are  the  result  of 
alertness  at  that  one 
fleeting  moment,  they 
are,  in  fact,  often  the 
result  of  hours,  years,  of 
waiting  and  persistence  in 
setting  up  his  wonderful 
shots.  He  has  sat  in  a 
blind  for  12  hours  on 
many  a  winter  day  at 
Quabbin  Reservoir  for  a 
window  into  the  life  of  an 
animal  or  bird.  “You 
have  to  wait  for  them  to 
come  to  you,”  this 
talented  photographer 
explains,  sharing  one  of 
his  secrets  with  the  au¬ 
dience. 

Majewski ’s  photos  are 
not  mere  two- 
dimensional  pictures. 
There  is  much  more  io 
them  than  that  physical 
aspect.  He  captures  an 
amazing  depth  of  emo¬ 
tion  in  his  pictures 
whether  a  golden  orange 
sunrise,  an  ethereal  fog, 
flicker  siblings  peeking 
from  their  nesting  cavity, 
or  a  ghostly  twist  of 
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RICHARD  GAMBALE, 

a  Tyngsborough  Jr.-Sr. 
High  School  student,  was 
sponsored  this  sum  mer  by 
the  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  at  the  Forest 
Society  Conservation 
Camp. 


weathered  wood.  Uaspsl 
were  heard  intermittently  | 
from  the  audience  enrap¬ 
tured  by  the  myriad 
shapes  and  details  inspir¬ 
ing  deep  feelings. 

Majewski  also  ap¬ 
proaches  his  craft  with 
resourcefulness.  Not  on¬ 
ly  does  he  devote  con¬ 
siderable  time  to  it,  but 
he  creates  equipment  as 
needed.  He  invented  and 
patented  anMjisulated 
“flying  squirrel”  style 
suit  for  sitting  in  a  blind 
on  those  cold  winter 
days.  He  has  invented  a 
unique  blind  that  can  be 
raised  to  a  height  offering 
a  better  view  of  his  sub¬ 
ject  as  well.  In  addition, 
he  has  invented  and 
patented  improvements 
in  the  printing  trade. 

Majewski’s  program 
was  a  perfect  start  to  the 
bird  club’s  season. 
Before  the  program 
began,  Program  Chair¬ 
man  Lil  Files  read  a 


thank-you  letter  to  the 
club  from  Richard  Gam- 
bale,  a  15-year-old 
Tyngsborough  youth 
who  was  sponsored  by 
the  club  this  summer  at 
the  Forest  Society  Con¬ 
servation  Camp.  Gam- 
bale  expressed  his 
gratitude  for  the  club’s 
sponsorship,  and  ex¬ 
plained  a  bit  about  his  ex¬ 
perience. 

“It  was  an  educational 
and  fun  experience,”  he 
said,  “It  was  great  being 
with  other  students  who 
are  interested  in  doing  the 
same  things  I  like  to  do.” 
While  at  the  conservation 
camp,  Gambale  visited  a 
primeval  forest,  a  forest 
untouched  by  man,  as 
well  as  a  pine  mill,  and  a 
wood  chip  to  electricity 
plant.  The  young  conser¬ 
vationists  conducted 
water  and  soil  tests,  and 
also  looked  at  pondlife 
from  insects  to  fish. 

One  of  the  goals  of  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  is  to  encourage  an 
interest  in  nature  and  our 
environment  in  young 
people.  Gambale  is  the 
first  local  student  to  be 


Watch.  In  land  sights  of- 
fer  the  best  prospects  for 
viewing,  although  hawk 
flights  can  occur 
anywhere.  Plum  Island, 
one  of  the  premier  bird¬ 
watching  spots  in  the 
area,  sees  major 
movements  of  hawks 
primarily  in  the  spring. 

If  you’d  like  to  know 
more  about  hawkwat¬ 
ching,  contact  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Hawk 
Watch,  c  /  o  Katiel 
Durham,  330  Dartmouth 
Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

Next  month  club 
members  Bev  and  Mark 
Wilson  will  present 
“Wild  in  Alaska”,  a  pro¬ 
gram  about  their  trip  to 
that  state.  The  Wilsons 
have  presented  many  en¬ 
joyable  moments  to  the 
[delighted  club  members 
in  past  ye£ 


sponsored  by  the  club. I 
Members  were  pleased! 
that  he  found  his  ex-1 
perience  to  be  a  rewar- f 
ding  one. 

Bill  Harris  reported, 
“It’s  hawk  watch  time.”  I 
This  is  the  time  of  year 
hawks  and  eagles  arej 
migrating  and  can  be  seen 
in  flocks  of  hundreds. 
Migration  peaks  around 
September  18,  Harris 
said.  He  recommends 
Mt.  Wachusetts  in 
Princeton  as  the  ideal 
spot  for  viewing  this 
phenomenon.  In  the  spr¬ 
ing,  most  hawks  pass 
through  our  area  in  April 
and  May.  In  fall,  the 
largest  flights,  sometimes 
of  spectacular  propor¬ 
tions,  can  be  expected  in 
September.  Smaller 
flights  of  less  common 
species  may  be  seen  in 
October  and  November, 
according  to  the  Easter 
Massachusetts  Hawkl 
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Given  a  chance , 
Bluebirds  will 
return  locally 


by  Gordon  B.  Seavey 

Counting  18  Bluebirds 
flitting  about  a  leafless 
tree  in  her  yard  last  week 
was  an  extreme  joy  for 
Lillian  Files,  known  in 
this  region  as  the 
Bluebird  Lady.  She 
believes  that  due  to  her 
perseverance  and 
through  her  efforts  to  br¬ 
ing  back  these  joyful 
creatures  she  was  gaining 
in  her  continuing  effort 
to  ‘’bring  back”  what 
was  once  in  great 
numbers.  The  Bluebird  in 
this  region. 

‘‘It  was  a  bonus  year 
for  Bluebirds  locally,” 
she  reported.  From  two 
pairs  who  nested  in  boxes 
in  her  yard,  they  produc¬ 
ed  24  “chicks”  of  which 
six  were  destroyed  by 
Starlings  and  English 
Sparrows. 

“What  a  joy  it  was  to 
watch  seven  or  eight  at  a 
time  in  a  bird  bath, 
evidently  getting  ready 
for  the  long  trek  south 
for  the  winter.” 

Mrs.  Files  has  been 
monitoring  Bluebirds  for 
nearly  half  a  century 
from  her  home,  Wind- 
I  swept  Acres,  atop 
Scribner  Hill.  Many  per¬ 
sons,  except  possibly  the 
elders,  have  ever  seen  a 
|  Bluebird,  often  referred 
to  as  “Bluebirds  of  Hap¬ 
piness.”  Frequently 
recognized  as  a  sign  of 
spring,  their  brilliant  col¬ 
oring  of  blue,  white  and 
red  flashed  as  they  work¬ 
ed  about  the  apple 
blossoms  in  May.  A 
natural  nesting  place  was 
often  found  in  the 
cavities  of  these  apple 
trees,  but  now,  many  or¬ 
chards  and  open  fields 
have  gone. 

Bluebirds  like  a  cavity 
|  of  no  larger  than  1  Vi  inch 
in  their  nexting  box  and 
[cavities  to  keep  larger 
birds  from  molesting  or 
even  killing  them.  These 


bullies  take  a  terrible  toll 
on  these  gentle  birds  and 
their  eggs  and  fledglings 
in  particular. 

Mrs.  Files  has  lectured 
on  Bluebirds  in  six  states 
and  true  to  her  interest, 
she  maintains  and 
monitors  an  extensive 
bluebird  trail  along  the 
Tyngsboro  Road.  She 
often  quotes  Thoreau’s 
writing:  “A  bluebird  car¬ 
ries  the  sky  on  its  back.” 

Rev.  Matthew 
Scribner,  for  whom  this 
locale  is  named,  was  for 
ten  years  minister  of  the 
Town  of  Westford.  He 
left  the  ministry  in  1789 
in  what  has  been  record¬ 
ed  as  possibly  a  disagree¬ 
ment  over  back  salary 
due  him.  He  erected  a  set 
of  farm  buildings  and  a 
homestead  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  which  now  bears 
his  name.  The  founda¬ 
tion  is  still  visible  at  the 
Westford-Tyngsboro 
town  line.  He  went  into 
sheep  farming  on  the 
steep  hillsides,  among  the 
many,  many  rocks  and 
boulders.  History 
doesn’t  tell  us  if  his  farm¬ 
ing  was  more  successful 
than  the  ministry. 

Temperatures  in  the 
teens  have  sent  our 
Bluebirds  aflying  to 
warmer  climes.  Lil  Files 
will  await  anxiously  for 
their  probable  return  in 
the  spring.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  she  says  she  still  has 
Blue  Jays  in  number  who 
will  stay  during  the 
winter,  a  reminder  of 
“one  of  the  best  love  of 
all  our  songbirds,  the 
Bluebird.  “They  have 
been  celebrated  in  song 
and  literature  as  a  symbol 
of  love,  hope  and  hap¬ 
piness,”  she  says. 

****** 

[Gordon  Seavey  gain¬ 
ed  his  love  of  nature 
growing  up  on  a- small 
farm  in  Westford 
Center.] 


TYN6SB0R0UGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Dunstable  Congregational 
Church  (Route  113)  on  the  First  Thursday  of  the 
month  at  7:30  p.m.  Open  to  the  Public. . .Bring 
a  friend. ...  Ref reshments  served.  For  further 
info  call  Lil  Files  at  692-2520. 

October  6th  -  WILD  IN  ALASKA  by  Bev  &  Mark  Wilson 

Bev  &  Mark  Wilson  of  Dunstable,  both  favorite 
club  members,  have  given  us  many  excellent 
programs  in  the  past.  Bev  works  as  an 
environmental  scientist  for  a  large  corporation 
and  has  worked  in  the  environmental  field  for 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  and 
Mass.  Audubon  Society.  Mark  now  works  as  staff 
photographer  for  the  Boston  Globe.  He  also  writes 
a  regular  photography  column  for  the  Globe  as  well 
as  for  Wild  Bird  magazine.  He  has  won  many 
photographic  awards  and  his  work  has  appeared  in 
publications  such  as  National  Wildlife,  National 
Geographic,  Outdoor  Life,  Living  Bird  Quarterly, 
Natural  History,  and  Outdoor  Photographer.  Come 
cruise  the  southern  coast  of  Alaska  with  its 
glaciers,  seabirds  and  killer  whales  before 
heading  inland  to  the  wilderness  of  Denali 
National  Park.  There  in  the  shadow  of  Mt. 
McKinley,  watch  grizzly  bears,  ptarmigan,  dall 
sheep,  moose,  caribou  and  wolves  on  their  daily 
routines.  Bev  and  Mark  spent  a  month  in  Alaska 
on  a  honeymoon  trip  that  brought  them  face-to- 
face  with  Alaskan  wildlife. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY  * 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Dunstable  Congregational 
Church  (Route  113)  Main  St.,  Dunstable  Center. 

They  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month 
at  7*30  p.m.  Meetings  are  open  to  the  Public... 
Bring  a  friend  ...  Refreshments  served.  For  furthei 
info,  call  Lil  Files  at  692-2520. 

Please  note:  this  is  the  last  meeting  of  the 
season . 

November  3,  1988  -  Northern  Miscellanea  by 
E.P.  Huyck 

Mr.  Huyck  of  Marblehead,  an  accomplished  Polar 
Region  photographer,  has  spent  considerable  time 
in  the  North  over  the  past  twenty  years.  He  has 
an  extensive  collection  of  photos  on  Arctic 
Wildlife  including  animals,  plant  life,  scenery, 
all  types  of  birds  including  migratory  birds  on 
their  breeding  grounds.  His  presentation  will 
be  an  illustrated  slide  discussion  of  the 
Artie  including  its  history,  wildlife  and 
people.  Your  program  chairman  has  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  his  work  and  thinks  you  11 
truly  enjoy  hearing  this  gentleman's 
experiences  in  such  a  remote  region 


MHMMM 


DSBL-LIL  FILES ,  outgoing  program  chairman  for 
the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  was  honored  by  the 
club  at  their  November  3  meeting.  Club  members  ex¬ 
pressed  their  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Files 
for  the  wonderful  programs  she  has  brought  to  them 
in  her  ten  years  as  program  chairman.  She  was 
presented  with  a  gift  of  an  engraved  Revere  bowl,  and 
a  cake  with,  what  else,  a  bluebird  on  it.  Mrs.  Files  is 
past  president  of  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  and 
the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  and  lectures 
widely  on  bluebird  conservation.  Together  with  Joyce 
Marinel  of  Townsend,  Mrs.  Files  resurrected  the  old 
bird  club  of  Tyngsborough  ten  years  ago,  and  it  con¬ 
tinues  to  thrive.  In  addition  to  speaker  programs,  club 
members  enjoy  bird  walks  under  the  guidance  of  Bill 
and  Mae  Harris  of  Nashua.  After  a  winter  respite, 
monthly  programs  will  return  in  March  with  a  Spring 
line  up  presented  by  Sherry  Gardner  of  Pepperell,  the 
club’s  new  program  chairman.  (Photo  courtesy  of  the 


Tyngsborough  Bird  Society) 


THE  BROOKLINE  BIRD  CLUB 


The  Brookline  Bird  Club 
75th  Anniversary  Celebration 
November  12, 1$88 


Agtnda. 


There  are  now  more  than  1300  members  in  the  Brook¬ 
line  Bird  Club.  Membership  is  open  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  birds  and  nature;  whether  you  are  a  member  or  not  you 
are  invited  to  participate  in  our  activities. 


8:00  -  9:00 

9:00  -  9:15 

9:15-  10:15 

10:15-  10:45 
10:45-  11:15 

11:15-  12:15 

*12:15-  1:30 
1:30-  2:00 

2:00-  3:00 

3:00  -  3:30 
3:30  -  4:00 

4:00-  5:00 
5:00-  6:30 

*  6:30  -  on 


Registration  for  Option  1  (Complete  Package)  and 
Option  2  (Day  Program  only) 

Opening  Remarks 
William  C.  Drummond,  President 

" Out  on  a  Limb:  Watching  Bird  Behavior" 

Donald  and  Lillian  Stokes 

Break 

” Perspectives ,  Programs ,  and  Projects" 

Parker  River  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
John  L.  Fillio,  Manager 

"On  a  Wing  and  a  Prey er:  Identifying  Hawks  in  Plight" 

Paul  M.  Roberts 

Lunch 

" Perspectives ,  Programs ,  and  Projects" 

Manomet  Bird  Observatory 
Linda  E.  Leddy,  Director 

"Avian  Vagrants  in  Massachusetts" 

Wayne  R.  Petersen 

Break 

"Perspectives,  Programs,  and  Projects " 

Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
Dr.  Thomas  W.  French,  Assistant  Director 

"A  Tradition  of  English  Bird  Names:  Past,  Present,  and  Future" 
Peter  Alden 

Social  Hour 

Registration  for  Option  3  (Evening  Program  only) 

Banquet 

" Reminiscences " 

The  Honorable  H.  Lawrence  Jodrey 


"The  Joys  of  Tropical  Birding" 

Victor  Emanuel 

*  indicates  events  which  will  be  held  in  the  LaCava  Campus  Center  (A  on  campus  map). 
All  other  events  (including  registration  for  all  three  options)  will  be  held  in  the 
Graduate  Center  (D  on  campus  map). 


The  Brookline  Bird  Club 

*<* 

75th  Anniversary  Celebration 
November  12, 1988 


‘Exhibitors 


Art  and  Photography 
Roger  S.  Everett 
Laurentine  Imports 
Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife  (Fuertes  prints) 
Coleen  Poole 

Paul  Rezendes  and  Paulette  Roy 
Sandy  and  Don  Selesky 
Bruce  A.  Sorrie 
John  E.  Swedberg 
Julie  Zickefoose 


Authors 
Peter  Alden 
Erma  J.  Fisk 

Donald  and  Lillian  Stokes 
Richard  K.  Walton 

Bird  Carvings 
Robert  Braunfield 
Bob  Brophy 
Lee  Brown 


Birding  Video  Game 

Rupicola  Productions,  Inc. 


B  o  oks  ell  ers/Publishers 
Brian  Cassie 
Houghton  Mifflin  Co. 

Patricia  Ledlie 

Brookline  Bird  Club  Historical  Exhibit 

Organizations 

Atlantic  Center  for  Environment 

Bird  Observer 

Cape  Cod  Museum  of  Natural  History  . 

Earth  watch 

Eastern  Massachusetts  Flawk  Watch 
Essex  County  Greenbelt  Association 
Friends  of  Belle  Isle  Marsh 
Friends  of  .Mount  Auburn  Cemetery 
Hawk  Migration  Association  of  North  America 
Lloyd  Center  for  Environmental  Studies 
Manomet  Bird  Observatory 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 
Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife 

Newburyport  Birders  Exchange 
iNorth  American  Bluebird  Society) 

Parker  River  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
Trustees  of  Reservations 
Victor  Emanuel  Nature  Tours 


BBC  CELEBRATES  75th  ANNIVERSARY 


* 

Exhibits  will  be  open  throughout  the  day  and 
List  as  of  10/1/88. 


social  hour  in  the  Graduate 


On  Saturday,  November  12,  over  350  members  and  guests 
of  the  Brookline  Bird  Club  gathered  at  Bentley  College  in 
Waltham  to  celebrate  the  club’s  75th  anniversary.  During  the 
day,  celebrants  heard  informative  and  entertaining  presen¬ 
tations  by  Peter  Alden,  Jack  Fillio,  Tom  French,  Linda  Led- 
<  dy,  Wayne  Peterson,  Paul  Roberts,  and  Don  and  Lillian 
Stokes,  and  browsed  through  more  than  50  exhibits,  includ¬ 
ing  an  entire  room  which  documented  the  75  year  history  of 
our  club.  In  the  evening,  the  group  enjoyed  a  social  hour  and 
banquet  and  were  treated  to  “The  Joys  of  Tropical  Birding” 
by  featured  speaker  Victor  Emanuel  and  “Reminiscenses”  by 
the  Honorable  H.  Lawrence  Jodrey.  (Larry’s  inspirational  and 
entertaining  remarks  will  be  printed  in  their  entirety  in  the 
next  bulletin.)  Bill  Drummond  and  Sarah  Whittum  would  like 
to  thank  the  many,  many  members,  guests  and  organizations 
who  helped  to  make  this  joyous  occasion  such  a  grand  day  in 
the  Brookline  Bird  Club’s  history. 


Jo* 


THE  BROOKLINE  BIRD  CLUB 


75th  Anniversary  Committee 
Saturday,  November  12,  1988 


November  21,  1988 


Ms.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Lillian: 

On  behalf  of  the  75th  Anniversary  Committee  of  The  Brookline 
Bird  Club,  I  would  like  to  express  our  appreciation  for  the 
outstanding  exhibit  you  provided  at  our  Celebration.  The  exhibits 
were  a  highlight  of  the  day  and  generated  many  favorable  comments, 
both  at  the  event  itself  and  in  the  many  enthusiastic  letters  and 
calls  the  Committee  has  received  since  then.  They  provided  a  welcome 
service  to  our  members  and  added  a  wonderfully  festive  atmosphere 
that  was  so  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

Thank  you  for  your  valuable  contribution  to  our  Celebration.  It  was 
an  honor  and  pleasure  to  have  you  with  us  on  such  a  special  day,  and 
we  look  forward  to  working  with  you  in  the  future. 

Sincerely, 


Sarah  A.  Whittum 


Mr.  William  C.  Drummond 
President 
24  Elm  Street 
Haverhill,  MA  01830 
508-373-4292 


Ms.  Sarah  A.  Whittum 
Co-chair 

35  Royal  Crest  Drive,  #12 
Marlboro,  MA  01752 
508-485-2537 
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cMay  every  special 
thing  you  do 
Bring  blessings 
in  return  to  you. 


Many  photographers  have 
used  my  blind  taking  great 
pictures  of  the  bluebirds. 


Don  Kennedy  -  A  Good  Friend  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 


It  »s  really  hard  to  say  more  after  all  the  wonderful  tributes  to  Don  in  all 
our  local  papers  this  past  Y/eek  -  they  really  said  it  all* 


*: 


,  WI  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  this  wonderful  man  about  ten  years  ago  when  I 
phoned  him  about  permission  to  put  up  bluebird  houses  in  the  Central  Cemetery, 
tfede  an  appointment  to  meet  him  there  to  explain  what  I  had  in  mind.  One  took 
to  this  man  the  minute  you  met  him  as  he  had  such  a  genuine  warm  personality* 
After  talking  with  him  for  a  spell  it  was  very  encouraging  to  learn  that  this 
friendly  person  not*  only  was  a  dairy  farmer  and  held  prominent  positions  in 
town  but  was  a  real  natural  naturalist  (meaning  to  me  that  he  learned  from 
his  own  experiences  and  not  only  through  books  alone).  He  impressed  me  with 
his  knowledge  about  his  own  environment  on  birds,  animals,  trees,  flowers, 
fields  and  streams* 

He  later  joined  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and  I  have  to  say  that  we  were  all 
proud  to  have  had  him  as  a  member  as  he  gave  us  so  much  information  about  the 
birds . of  today  and  "by-gone-days"  in  our  vicinity  and  could  always  sprinkle 
it  with  ffwittyu  stories.  As  our  society  grew  so  big,  Don  was  instrumental  in 
getting  us  to  move  our  meetings  to  this  church.  He  truly  was  missed  this  past 
year  due  to  his  illness.  Members  of  our  society  are  not  just  local  citizens 
but  largely  come  from  long  distances  so  really  didnft  know  Don  personally. 

Yet  countless  members  would  come  up  to  me  after  each  meeting  to  inquire  about 
v/hatever  happened  to  that  "colorful  local  fella  v/ith  that  wonderful  old-h 
fashioned  Yankee-type  of  wit  and  sense  of  humor”  •  He  added  so  much  to  our 
meetings  and  the  society  will  be  greatly  saddened  next  March  to  learn  that 
Don  will  no  longer  be  with  us. 


m 


I  would  personally  visit  Don  after  each  meeting  to  tell  him  about  our  pro¬ 
grams  and  would  enjoy  his  food  table  which  attracted  so  many  birds.  He 
really  got  a  lot  of  pleasure  sitting  by  that  window  every  day  watching  them. 
He  had  intended  to  lead  a  bird  trip  by  canoe  down  Salmon  Brook  last  spring 
but  became  too  ill.  1*11  always  admire  the  way  he  managed  to  cheer  you  up 
v/ith  a  story  or  two  when  he  really  wasn*t  feeling  too  good  himself. 

In  the  past  ten  years  I*ve  always  looked  forward  to  monitoring  my  bluebird 
boxes  at  Central  Cemetery.  You  could  always  count  on  Don  to  give  you  a 
Y/ealth  of  local  Dunstable-Tyngsboro  history  -  it  made  monitoring  that  part 
of  my  trail  a  pleasure  rather  than  a  chore.  He  also  should  have  been  proud 
of  hov/  he  kept  that  cemetery  looking  so  neat  and  v/ell-groomed. 

Ha've  to  share  a  tid-bit  that  transpired  a  few  years  back.  One  morning  I 
rode  in  on  my  moped  to  monitor  boxes  and  sa w  Don  giving  his  crew  instructions 
at  the  other  end  of  the  cemetery.  I  went  about '  checking  out  each  box  seeing 
small  tree-swallow  and  sparrow  eggs  in  each  box,  but  v/hen  I  finally  came  to 
the  last  box,  I  v/ as  shocked  and  surprised,  to  say  the  least,  to  see  a  large 
goose  egg  laying  right  in  the  middle  of  the  nesti  11  Now,  hov/  did  that  get  in 
there?”,  I  said  to  myself.  Obviously  someone  was  playing  a  practical  joke  on 
me.  Guess  who?  I  turned  around  to  catch  Don  with  a  "sheepish”  grin  on  his 
face.  He  did  finally  own  up  to  it! 

Don  had  the  rare  quality  of  making  one  feel  as  they  had  known  him  a  long  time 
and  was  a  friend  -  one  felt  good  to  have  made  his  acquaintance.  Everyone  who 

•knew  you  is  going  to  miss  your  cheerful  ways,  my  dear  friend,  as  you  always 
hanaged  to  "make  their  day"  as  they  say. 

^  Eulogy  by  Lil  Piles 

Congregational  Church 
Dunstable,  Massachusetts 
November  27,  1988 
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